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§ 20.39 Employer identification num-
ber. 

(a) Requirement. The employer identi-
fication number (defined in 26 CFR 
301.7701–12) of the taxpayer who has 
been assigned such a number shall be 
shown on each special tax return, in-
cluding amended returns, filed under 
this subpart. Failure of the taxpayer to 
include the employer identification 
number may result in the imposition of 
the penalty specified in § 70.105 of this 
chapter. 

(b) Application for employer 
indentification number. Each taxpayer 
who files a special tax return, who has 
not already been assigned an employer 
identification number, shall file IRS 
Form SS–4 to apply for one. The tax-
payer shall apply for and be assigned 
only one employer identification num-
ber, regardless of the number of places 
of business for which the taxpayer is 
required to file a special tax return. 
The employer identification number 
shall be applied for no later than 7 days 
after the filing of the taxpayer’s first 
special tax return. IRS Form SS–4 may 
be obtained from the director of an IRS 
service center or from any IRS district 
director. 

(c) Preparation and filing of IRS Form 
SS–4. The taxpayer shall prepare and 
file IRS Form SS–4, together with any 
supplementary statement, in accord-
ance with the instructions on the form 
or issued in respect to it. 

(26 U.S.C. 6109)

SPECIAL TAX STAMPS

§ 20.40 Issuance, distribution, and ex-
amination of special tax stamps. 

(a) Issuance of special tax stamps. Upon 
filing a properly executed return on 
ATF Form 5630.5 together with the full 
remittance, the taxpayer will be issued 
an appropriately designated special tax 
stamp. If the return covers multiple lo-
cations, the taxpayer will be issued one 
appropriately designated stamp for 
each location listed on the attachment 
required by § 20.38a(c)(2), but showing, 
as to name and address, only the name 
of the taxpayer and the address of the 
taxpayer’s principal place of business 
(or principal office in the case of a cor-
porate taxpayer). 

(b) Distribution of special tax stamps for 
multiple locations. On receipt of the spe-
cial tax stamps, the taxpayer shall 
verify that there is one stamp for each 
location listed on the attachment to 
ATF Form 5630.5. The taxpayer shall 
designate one stamp for each location 
and shall type on each stamp the ad-
dress of the business conducted at the 
location for which that stamp is des-
ignated. The taxpayer shall then for-
ward each stamp to the place of busi-
ness designated on the stamp. 

(c) Examination of special tax stamps. 
All stamps denoting payment of special 
tax shall be kept available for inspec-
tion by ATF officers, at the location 
for which designated, during business 
hours. 

(26 U.S.C. 5143, 5146, 6806)

§ 20.40a Changes in special tax stamps. 

(a) Change in name. If there is a 
change in the corporate or firm name, 
or in the trade name, as shown on ATF 
Form 5630.5, the permittee shall file an 
amended special tax return, as soon as 
practicable after the change, covering 
the new corporate or firm name, or 
trade names. No new special tax is re-
quired to be paid. The permittee shall 
attach the special tax stamp for en-
dorsement of the change in name. 

(b) Change in proprietorship—(1) Gen-
eral. If there is a change in the propri-
etorship of an industrial alcohol oper-
ation, the successor shall pay a new 
special tax and obtain the required spe-
cial tax stamps. 

(2) Exemption for certain successors. 
Persons having the right of succession 
provided for in paragraph (c) of this 
section may carry on the business for 
the remainder of the period for which 
the special tax was paid, without pay-
ing a new special tax, if within 30 days 
after the date on which the successor 
begins to carry on the business, the 
successor files a special tax return on 
ATF Form 5630.5 with ATF, which 
shows the basis of succession. A person 
who is a successor to a business for 
which special tax has been paid and 
who fails to register the succession is 
liable for special tax computed from 
the first day of the calendar month in 
which he or she began to carry on the 
business. 
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