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Subpart A—Scope

§24.1 General.

The regulations in this part relate to
the establishment and operation (in-
cluding incidental activities) of wine
premises and to the treatment and
classification of wine.

§24.2 Territorial extent.

This part applies to the several
States of the United States and the
District of Columbia. (Sec. 201, Pub. L.
85-859, 72 Stat. 1337, as amended (26
U.S.C. 5065))

§24.4 Related regulations.

Regulations related to this part are
listed below:

26 CFR Part 301—Procedure and Administra-
tion.

27 CFR Part 1—Basic Permit Requirements
Under the Federal Alcohol Administration
Act.

27 CFR Part 2—Nonindustrial Use of Dis-
tilled Spirits and Wine.

27 CFR Part 4—Labeling and Advertising of
Wine.

27 CFR Part 9—American Viticultural Areas.

27 CFR Part 16—Alcoholic Beverage Health
Warning Statement

27 CFR Part 18—Production of Volatile
Fruit-Flavor Concentrates.

27 CFR Part 19—Distilled Spirits Plants.

27 CFR Part 26—Liquors and Articles from
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

27 CFR Part 29—Stills and Miscellaneous
Regulations.

27 CFR Part 30—Gauging Manual.

27 CFR Part 71—Rules of Practice in Permit
Proceedings.

27 CFR Part 194—Liquor Dealers.

27 CFR Part 251—Importation of Distilled
Spirits, Wines and Beer.

27 CFR Part 2562—Exportation of Liquors.

31 CFR Part 225—Acceptance of Bonds,
Notes, or Other Obligations Issued or Guar-

§24.10

anteed by the United States as Security in
Lieu of Surety or Sureties on Penal Bonds.

[T.D. ATF-299, 55 FR 24989, June 19, 1990, as
amended by T.D. ATF-459, 66 FR 38550, July
25, 2001; T.D. ATF-463, 66 FR 42734, Aug. 15,
2001; T.D. ATF-462, 66 FR 42736, Aug. 15, 2001;
T.D. ATF-470, 66 FR 58944, Nov. 26, 2001]

Subpart B—Definitions

§24.10 Meaning of terms.

When used in this part and in the
forms prescribed under this part, terms
will have the meanings ascribed in this
section. Words in the plural form also
include the singular, and vice versa, and
words indicating the masculine gender
also include the feminine. The terms
“includes” and ‘‘including’ do not ex-
clude items not enumerated which are
in the same general class. The defini-
tions in this section do not supersede
or affect the requirements of part 4 of
this chapter, relative to the labeling of
wine under the provisions of the Fed-
eral Alcohol Administration Act (49
Stat. 981; 27 U.S.C. 205).

Affiliated persons or firms. When used
in connection with ‘‘own production’’,
one or more bonded wine premises pro-
prietors associated as members of the
same farm cooperative, or any one or
more bonded wine premises proprietors
affiliated within the meaning of sec-
tion 117(a)(b) of the Federal Alcohol
Administration Act, as amended (49
Stat. 989; 27 U.S.C. 211).

Agricultural wine. Wine made from
suitable agricultural products other
than the juice of grapes, berries, or
other fruits.

Allied products. Commercial fruit
products and by-products (including
volatile fruit-flavor concentrate) not
taxable as wine.

Amelioration. The addition to juice or
natural wine before, during, or after
fermentation, of either water or pure
dry sugar, or a combination of water
and sugar to adjust the acid level.

Appropriate ATF officer. An officer or
employee of the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms (ATF) authorized
to perform any functions relating to
the administration or enforcement of
this part by ATF Order 1130.5, Delega-
tion Order—Delegation of the Direc-
tor’s Authorities in 27 CFR Part 24—
Wine.
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Artificially carbonated wine. Effer-
vescent wine artificially charged with
carbon dioxide and containing more
than 0.392 grams of carbon dioxide per
100 milliliters.

Bonded wine cellar. Premises estab-
lished under the provisions of this part.
For the purposes of this part a wine
premises designated a bonded winery is
also a bonded wine cellar.

Bonded wine premises. Premises estab-
lished under the provisions of this part
on which operations in untaxpaid wine
are authorized to be conducted.

Bonded wine warehouse. Bonded ware-
house facilities established under the
provisions of this part on wine prem-
ises by a warehouse company or other
person for the storage of wine and al-
lied products for credit purposes.

Bonded winery. Premises established
under the provisions of this part on
which wine production operations are
conducted and other authorized oper-
ations may be conducted.

Bottle. A container four liters or less
in capacity, regardless of the material
from which it is made, used to store
wine or to remove wine from the wine
premises.

Bottler. A proprietor of wine premises
established under the provisions of this
part who fills wine into a bottle.

Brix. The quantity of dissolved solids
expressed as grams of sucrose in 100
grams of solution at 60 degrees F. (20
degrees C.) (Percent by weight of
sugar).

Bulk container. Any container larger
than 60 liters.

Business day. Any day, other than
Saturday, Sunday, or a legal holiday.
(The term ‘‘legal holiday” includes all
holidays in the District of Columbia
and statewide holidays in a particular
State in which a claim, report, or re-
turn, as the case may be, is required to
be filed, or the act is required to be
performed.)

Calendar year. The period which be-
gins January 1 and ends on the fol-
lowing December 31.

Case. Two or more bottles, or one or
more containers larger than four liters,
enclosed in a box or fastened together
by some other method.

Chaptalization (Brix adjustment). The
addition of sugar or concentrated juice
of the same kind of fruit to juice before
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or during fermentation to develop alco-
hol by fermentation.

Cider. See definitions for hard cider
and tax exempt cider. For a description
of an additional product which may be
called cider, see §4.21(e)(5) of this chap-
ter.

Concentrate plant. An establishment
qualified under part 18 of this chapter
for the production of volatile fruit-fla-
vor concentrate.

Container. A receptacle, regardless of
the material from which it is made,
used to store wine or to remove wine
from wine premises. (Also see the defi-
nition of bulk container for containers
larger than 60 liters).

Director. The Director, Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF),
the Department of the Treasury, Wash-
ington, DC.

Director of the service center. A direc-
tor of an internal revenue service cen-
ter.

Distilled spirits plant. An establish-
ment qualified under part 19 of this
chapter (excluding alcohol fuel plants)
for producing, warehousing, or proc-
essing of distilled spirits (including de-
natured spirits), or manufacturing of
articles.

Distilling material. Any fermented or
other alcoholic substance capable of, or
intended for use in, the original dis-
tillation or other original processing of
spirits.

District director. A district director of
internal revenue.

Effervescent wine. A wine containing
more than 0.392 grams of carbon diox-
ide per 100 milliliters.

Electronic fund transfer (EFT). Any
transfer of funds effected by a propri-
etor’s financial institution, either di-
rectly or through a correspondent
banking relationship, via the Federal
Reserve Communications System
(FRCS) or Fedwire to the Treasury Ac-
count at the Federal Reserve Bank.

Executed under penalties of perjury.
Signed with the prescribed declaration
under the penalties of perjury as pro-
vided on or with respect to the return,
claim, form, or other document or,
where no form of declaration is pre-
scribed, with the declaration: “I de-
clare under the penalties of perjury
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that this (insert type of doc-
ument such as statement, report, cer-
tificate, application, claim, or other
document), including the documents
submitted in support thereof, has been
examined by me and, to the best of my
knowledge and belief, is true, correct,
and complete.”

Ezxport or exportation. A severance of
goods from the mass of things belong-
ing to the United States with the in-
tention of uniting them to the mass of
things belonging to some foreign coun-
try and will include shipments to any
possession of the United States. For
the purposes of this part, shipments to
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and
to the territories of the Virgin Islands,
American Samoa, and Guam will also
be treated as exportations.

Fiduciary. A guardian, trustee, execu-
tor, receiver, administrator, conser-
vator, or any person acting in any fidu-
ciary capacity for any person.

Financial institution. A bank or other
financial institution, whether or not a
member of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem, which has access to the Federal
Reserve Communications System
(FRCS) or Fedwire. The “FRCS” or
“Fedwire” is a communications net-
work that allows Federal Reserve Sys-
tem member financial institutions to
effect a transfer of funds for their cus-
tomers (or other financial institutions)
to the Treasury account at the Federal
Reserve Bank.

Fold. The ratio of the volume of the
fruit must or juice to the volume of the
volatile fruit-flavor concentrate pro-
duced from the fruit must or juice; for
example, one gallon of volatile fruit-
flavor concentrate of 100-fold would be
the product from 100 gallons of fruit
must or juice.

Foreign wine. Wine produced outside
the United States.

Formula wine. Special natural wine,
agricultural wine, and other than
standard wine (except for distilling ma-
terial and vinegar stock) produced on
bonded wine premises under an ap-
proved formula.

Fruit wine. Wine made from the juice
of sound, ripe fruit (other than grapes).
Fruit wine also includes wine made
from berries or wine made from a com-
bination of grapes and other fruit (in-
cluding berries).

§24.10

Gallon or wine gallon. A United States
gallon of liquid measure equivalent to
the volume of 231 cubic inches.

Grams per liter. For the purposes of
this part, the unit of measure equiva-
lent to the ‘“‘parts per thousand” unit
of measure prescribed in the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.

Grape wine. Wine made from the juice
of sound, ripe grapes.

Hard cider. Still wine derived pri-
marily from apples or apple con-
centrate and water (apple juice, or the
equivalent amount of concentrate re-
constituted to the original brix of the
juice prior to concentration, must rep-
resent more than 50 percent of the vol-
ume of the finished product) containing
no other fruit product nor any artifi-
cial product which imparts a fruit fla-
vor other than apple; containing at
least one-half of 1 percent and less than
7 percent alcohol by volume; having
the taste, aroma, and characteristics
generally attributed to hard cider; and
sold or offered for sale as hard cider.

Heavy bodied blending wine. Wine
made from fruit without added sugar,
with or without added wine spirits, and
conforming to the definition of natural
wine in all respects except as to max-
imum total solids content.

High-proof concentrate. A volatile
fruit-flavor concentrate (essence) that
has an alcohol content of more than 24
percent by volume and is unfit for bev-
erage use (nonpotable) because of its
natural constituents, i.e., without the
addition of other substances.

In bond. When used with respect to
wine or spirits, ‘“‘in bond” refers to
wine or spirits possessed under bond to
secure the payment of the taxes im-
posed by 26 U.S.C. Chapter 51, and on
which such taxes have not been deter-
mined. The term includes any wine or
spirits on the bonded wine premises or
a distilled spirits plant, or in transit
between bonded premises (including in
the case of wine, bonded wine prem-
ises). Additionally, the term refers to
wine withdrawn without payment of
tax under 26 U.S.C. 5362 and to spirits
withdrawn without payment of tax
under 26 U.S.C. 5214 (a)(5) or (a)(13)
with respect to which relief from liabil-
ity has not yet occurred.

Invert sugar syrup. A substantially
colorless solution of invert sugar which
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has been prepared by recognized meth-
ods of inversion from pure dry sugar
and contains not less than 60 percent
sugar by weight (60 degrees Brix).

Juice. The unfermented juice (con-
centrated or unconcentrated) of grapes,
other fruit (including berries) and au-
thorized agricultural products exclu-
sive of pulp, skins, or seeds.

Kind. Kind means the class and type
of wine prescribed in this part and in 27
CFR part 4.

Lees. The settlings of wine.

Liquid sugar. A substantially color-
less refined sugar and water solution
containing not less than the equivalent
of 60 percent pure dry sugar by weight
(60 degrees Brix).

Liter. A metric unit of capacity equal
to 1,000 cubic centimeters at 20 degrees
C. or 33.814 United States fluid ounces
at 68 degrees F. of alcoholic beverage.

Lot. Wine of the same type. When
used with reference to a ‘‘lot of wine
bottled”’, lot means the same type of
wine bottled or packed on the same
date into containers.

Must. Unfermented juice or any mix-
ture of juice, pulp, skins, and seeds pre-
pared from grapes or other fruit (in-
cluding berries).

Natural wine. The product of the juice
or must of sound, ripe grapes or other
sound, ripe fruit (including berries)
made with any cellar treatment au-
thorized by subparts F and L of this
part and containing not more than 21
percent by weight (21 degrees Brix de-
alcoholized wine) of total solids.

Nonbeverage wine. Wine, or wine prod-
ucts made from wine, rendered unfit
for beverage use in accordance with
§24.215.

Own production. When used with ref-
erence to wine in a bonded winery, the
term means wine produced by fer-
mentation in the same bonded winery,
whether or not produced by a prede-
cessor in interest at the bonded winery.
The term includes wine produced by
fermentation in bonded wineries owned
or controlled by the same or affiliated
persons or firms when located within
the same State.

Packer. A proprietor of wine premises
established under the provisions of this
part who fills wine into a container
larger than four liters.
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Person. An individual, trust, estate,
partnership, association, company, or
corporation. When used in connection
with penalties, seizures, and forfeit-
ures, the term includes an officer or
employee of a corporation or a member
or employee of a partnership, who as
an officer, employee or member, is
under a duty to perform the act in re-
spect of which the violation occurs.

Proof. The ethyl alcohol content of a
liquid at 60 degrees Fahrenheit, stated
as twice the percent of ethyl alcohol by
volume.

Proof gallon. A United States gallon
of liquid at 60 degrees Fahrenheit
which contains 50 percent by volume of
ethyl alcohol having a specific gravity
of 0.7939 at 60 degrees Fahrenheit re-
ferred to water at 60 degrees Fahr-
enheit as unity, or the alcoholic equiv-
alent thereof.

Proprietor. The person qualified under
this part to operate a wine premises,
and includes the term ‘‘winemaker”
when the context so requires.

Pure dry sugar. Refined sugar 95 per-
cent or more by weight dry, having a
dextrose equivalent of not less than 95
percent on a dry basis, and produced
from cane, beets, or fruit, or from grain
or other sources of starch.

Reconditioning. The conduct of oper-
ations, after original bottling or pack-
ing, to restore wine to a merchantable
condition. The term includes relabeling
or recasing operations.

Same kind of fruit. In the case of
grapes, all of the species and varieties
of grapes. In the case of fruits other
than grapes, this term includes all of
the several species and varieties of any
given Kkind; except that this will not
preclude a more precise identification
of the composition of the product for
the purpose of its designation.

Secretary. The Secretary of the Treas-
ury or the Secretary’s designated dele-
gate.

Sparkling wine or champagne. An ef-
fervescent wine containing more than
0.392 gram of carbon dioxide per 100
milliliters of wine resulting solely
from the secondary fermentation of the
wine within a closed container.

Special natural wine. A product pro-
duced from a base of natural wine (in-
cluding heavy bodied blending wine) to
which natural flavorings are added, and
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made pursuant to an approved formula
in accordance with subpart H of this
part.

Specially sweetened natural wine. A
product made with a base of natural
wine and having a total solids content
in excess of 17 percent by weight (17 de-
grees Brix dealcoholized wine) and an
alcohol content of not more than 14
percent by volume.

Spirits. That substance known as
ethyl alcohol, ethanol, or spirits of
wine in any form (including all dilu-
tions or mixtures thereof, from what-
ever source or by whatever process pro-
duced), but not denatured spirits unless
specifically stated.

Standard wine. Natural wine, spe-
cially sweetened natural wine, special
natural wine, and standard agricul-
tural wine, produced in accordance
with subparts F, H, and I of this part.

Still wine. Wine containing not more
than 0.392 gram of carbon dioxide per
100 milliliters.

Sugar. Pure dry sugar, liquid sugar,
and invert sugar syrup.

Sweetening. The addition of juice,
concentrated juice or sugar to wine
after the completion of fermentation
and before taxpayment.

Tax exempt cider. Cider produced in
accordance with §24.76

Tax year. The period from July 1 of
one calendar year through June 30 of
the following year.

Taxrpaid wine. Wine on which the tax
imposed by law has been determined,
regardless of whether the tax has actu-
ally been paid or the payment of tax
has been deferred.

Tazxpaid wine bottling house. Premises
established under the provisions of this
part primarily for bottling or packing
taxpaid wine.

Tazxpaid wine premises. Premises es-
tablished under the provisions of this
part on which taxpaid wine operations
other than bottling are authorized to
be conducted.

This chapter. Title 27, Code of Federal
Regulations, chapter I (27 CFR chapter

D).

Total solids. The degrees Brix of
unfermented juice or dealcoholized
wine.

Treasury Account. The Department of
Treasury’s General Account at the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York.

§24.19

U.S.C. The United States Code.

United States wine. Wine produced on
bonded wine premises in the United
States.

Unmerchantable wine. Wine which has
been taxpaid, removed from bonded
wine premises, and subsequently re-
turned to a bonded wine premises
under the provisions of §24.295 for the
purpose of reconditioning, reformula-
tion or destruction.

Vinegar. A wine or wine product not
for beverage use produced in accord-
ance with the provisions of this part
and having not less than 4.0 grams (4.0
percent) of volatile acidity (calculated
as acetic acid and exclusive of sulfur
dioxide) per 100 milliliters of wine.

Volatile fruit-flavor concentrate. Any
concentrate produced by any process
which includes evaporations from any
fruit mash or juice.

Wine. When used without qualifica-
tion, the term includes every Kkind
(class and type) of product produced on
bonded wine premises from grapes,
other fruit (including berries), or other
suitable agricultural products and con-
taining not more than 24 percent of al-
cohol by volume. The term includes all
imitation, other than standard, or arti-
ficial wine and compounds sold as wine.
A wine product containing less than
one-half of one percent alcohol by vol-
ume is not taxable as wine when re-
moved from the bonded wine premises.

Wine premises. Premises established
under the provisions of this part on
which wine operations or other oper-
ations are authorized to be conducted.

Wine spirits. Brandy or wine spirits
authorized under 26 U.S.C. 5373 for use
in wine production.

[T.D. ATF-299, 55 FR 24989, June 19, 1990, as
amended by T.D. ATF-312, 56 FR 31077, July
9, 1991; T.D. ATF-398, 63 FR 44783, Aug. 21,
1998; T.D. ATF-409, 64 FR 13683, Mar. 22, 1999]

Subpart C—Administrative and
Miscellaneous Provisions

AUTHORITIES

§24.19 Delegations of the Director.

Most of the regulatory authorities of
the Director contained in this Part 24
are delegated to appropriate ATF offi-
cers. These ATF officers are specified
in ATF Order 1130.5, Delegation Order—
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