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the term ‘‘Territory’’ means the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico. 

(26 U.S.C. 7805 (68 Stat. 917, as amended); 27 
U.S.C. 205 (49 Stat. 981, as amended)) 

[T.D. ATF–48, 43 FR 13533, Mar. 31, 1978; 44 
FR 55839, Sept. 28, 1979, as amended by T.D. 
ATF–62, 44 FR 71620, Dec. 11, 1979; T.D. ATF–
66, 45 FR 40547, June 13, 1980; T.D. ATF–94, 46 
FR 55096, Nov. 6, 1981; T.D. ATF–198, 50 FR 
8463, Mar. 1, 1985; T.D. ATF–230, 51 FR 21748, 
June 16, 1986; T.D. ATF–425, 65 FR 11891, Mar. 
7, 2000]

Subpart C—Standards of Identity 
for Distilled Spirits

§ 5.21 Application of standards. 
The standards of identity for the sev-

eral classes and types of distilled spir-
its set forth in this part shall be appli-
cable only to distilled spirits for bev-
erage or other nonindustrial purposes.

§ 5.22 The standards of identity. 
Standards of identity for the several 

classes and types of distilled spirits set 
forth in this section shall be as follows 
(see also § 5.35, class and type): 

(a) Class 1; neutral spirits or alcohol. 
‘‘Neutral spirits’’ or ‘‘alcohol’’ are dis-
tilled spirits produced from any mate-
rial at or above 190° proof, and, if bot-
tled, bottled at not less than 80° proof. 

(1) ‘‘Vodka’’ is neutral spirits so dis-
tilled, or so treated after distillation 
with charcoal or other materials, as to 
be without distinctive character, 
aroma, taste, or color. 

(2) ‘‘Grain spirits’’ are neutral spirits 
distilled from a fermented mash of 
grain and stored in oak containers. 

(b) Class 2; whisky. ‘‘Whisky’’ is an al-
coholic distillate from a fermented 
mash of grain produced at less than 
190° proof in such manner that the dis-
tillate possesses the taste, aroma, and 
characteristics generally attributed to 
whisky, stored in oak containers (ex-
cept that corn whisky need not be so 
stored), and bottled at not less than 80° 
proof, and also includes mixtures of 
such distillates for which no specific 
standards of identity are prescribed. 

(1)(i) ‘‘Bourbon whisky’’, ‘‘rye whis-
ky’’, ‘‘wheat whisky’’, ‘‘malt whisky’’, 
or ‘‘rye malt whisky’’ is whisky pro-
duced at not exceeding 160° proof from 
a fermented mash of not less than 51 

percent corn, rye, wheat, malted bar-
ley, or malted rye grain, respectively, 
and stored at not more than 125° proof 
in charred new oak containers; and 
also includes mixtures of such whiskies 
of the same type. 

(ii) ‘‘Corn whisky’’ is whisky pro-
duced at not exceeding 160° proof from 
a fermented mash of not less than 80 
percent corn grain, and if stored in oak 
containers stored at not more than 125° 
proof in used or uncharred new oak 
containers and not subjected in any 
manner to treatment with charred 
wood; and also includes mixtures of 
such whisky. 

(iii) Whiskies conforming to the 
standards prescribed in paragraphs 
(b)(1)(i) and (ii) of this section, which 
have been stored in the type of oak 
containers prescribed, for a period of 2 
years or more shall be further des-
ignated as ‘‘straight’’; for example, 
‘‘straight bourbon whisky’’, ‘‘straight 
corn whisky’’, and whisky conforming 
to the standards prescribed in para-
graph (b)(1)(i) of this section, except 
that it was produced from a fermented 
mash of less than 51 percent of any one 
type of grain, and stored for a period of 
2 years or more in charred new oak 
containers shall be designated merely 
as ‘‘straight whisky’’. No other whis-
kies may be designated ‘‘straight’’. 
‘‘Straight whisky’’ includes mixtures 
of straight whiskies of the same type 
produced in the same State. 

(2) ‘‘Whisky distilled from bourbon 
(rye, wheat, malt, or rye malt) mash’’ 
is whisky produced in the United 
States at not exceeding 160° proof from 
a fermented mash of not less than 51 
percent corn, rye, wheat, malted bar-
ley, or malted rye grain, respectively, 
and stored in used oak containers; and 
also includes mixtures of such whiskies 
of the same type. Whisky conforming 
to the standard of identity for corn 
whisky must be designated corn whis-
ky. 

(3) ‘‘Light whisky’’ is whisky pro-
duced in the United States at more 
than 160° proof, on or after January 26, 
1968, and stored in used or uncharred 
new oak containers; and also includes 
mixtures of such whiskies. If ‘‘light 
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