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payable to the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms. ATF F 5400.13 may 
be obtained from any ATF office. 

(b) Any person, except as provided in 
§ 55.41(a), who intends to acquire explo-
sive materials from a licensee in a 
state other than the State in which 
that person resides, or from a foreign 
country, or who intends to transport 
explosive materials in interstate or 
foreign commerce, or who has not 
timely submitted application for re-
newal of a previous permit issued under 
this part, shall file an application for 
Permit, Explosives, ATF F 5400.16 or 
Permit, User Limited Special Fire-
works, ATF F 5400.21 with ATF in ac-
cordance with the instructions on the 
form. The application must be exe-
cuted under the penalties of perjury 
and the penalties imposed by 18 U.S.C. 
844(a). The application is to be accom-
panied by the appropriate fee in the 
form of a money order or check made 
payable to the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms. ATF F 5400.16 and 
ATF F 5400.21 may be obtained from 
any ATF office. 

(18 U.S.C. 847 (84 Stat. 959); 18 U.S.C. 926 (82 
Stat. 1226))

[T.D. T.D. ATF–200, 50 FR 10497, Mar. 15, 1985, 
as amended by T.D. ATF–400, 63 FR 45002, 
Aug. 24, 1998]

§ 55.46 Renewal of license or permit. 
(a) If a licensee or permittee intends 

to continue the business or operation 
described on a license or permit issued 
under this part after the expiration 
date of the license or permit, he shall, 
unless otherwise notified in writing by 
the Chief, Firearms and Explosives Li-
censing Center, execute and file prior 
to the expiration of his license or per-
mit an application for license renewal, 
ATF F 5400.14 (Part III), or an applica-
tion for permit renewal, ATF F 5400.15 
(Part III), accompanied by the required 
fee, with ATF in accordance with the 
instructions on the form. In the event 
the licensee or permittee does not 
timely file a renewal application, he 
shall file an original application as re-
quired by § 55.45, and obtain the re-
quired license or permit in order to 
continue business or operations. 

(b) A user-limited permit is not re-
newable and is valid for a single pur-
chase transaction. Applications for all 

user-limited permits must be filed on 
ATF F 5400.16 or ATF F 5400.21, as re-
quired by § 55.45. 

(18 U.S.C. 847 (84 Stat. 959); 18 U.S.C. 926 (82 
Stat. 1226))

[T.D. ATF–87, 46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–200, 50 FR 10497, Mar. 
15, 1985; T.D. ATF–290, 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 
1989; T.D. ATF–400, 63 FR 45002, Aug. 24, 1998]

§ 55.47 Insufficient fee. 
If an application is filed with an in-

sufficient fee, the application and fee 
submitted will be returned to the appli-
cant. 

(18 U.S.C. 847 (84 Stat. 959); 18 U.S.C. 926 (82 
Stat. 1226)) 

[T.D. ATF–200, 50 FR 10498, Mar. 15, 1985]

§ 55.48 Abandoned application. 
Upon receipt of an incomplete or im-

properly executed application, the ap-
plicant will be notified of the defi-
ciency in the application. If the appli-
cation is not corrected and returned 
within 30 days following the date of no-
tification, the application will be con-
sidered as having been abandoned and 
the license or permit fee returned.

§ 55.49 Issuance of license or permit. 
(a) The Chief, Firearms and Explo-

sives Licensing Center, shall issue a li-
cense or permit if (1) a properly exe-
cuted application for the license or per-
mit is received, and (2) through further 
inquiry or investigation, or otherwise, 
it is found that the applicant is enti-
tled to the license or permit. The li-
cense or permit and one copy will be 
forwarded to the applicant, except that 
in the case of a user-limited permit, 
the original only shall be issued. Each 
license or permit will bear a serial 
number and this number may be as-
signed to the licensee or permittee to 
whom issued for as long as he main-
tains continuity of renewal in the same 
region. 

(b) The Chief, Firearms and Explo-
sives Licensing Center, shall approve a 
properly executed application for a li-
cense or permit, if: 

(1) The applicant is 21 years of age or 
over; 

(2) The applicant (including, in the 
case of a corporation, partnership, or 
association, any individual possessing, 
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directly or indirectly, the power to di-
rect or cause the direction of the man-
agement and policies of the corpora-
tion, partnership, or association) is not 
a person to whom distribution of explo-
sive materials is prohibited under the 
Act; 

(3) The applicant has not willfully 
violated any provisions of the Act or 
this part; 

(4) The applicant has not knowingly 
withheld information or has not made 
any false or fictitious statement in-
tended or likely to deceive, in connec-
tion with his application; 

(5) The applicant has in a State, 
premises from which he conducts busi-
ness or operations subject to license or 
permit under the Act or from which he 
intends to conduct business or oper-
ations; 

(6) The applicant has storage for the 
class (as described in § 55.202) of explo-
sive materials described on the applica-
tion, unless he establishes to the satis-
faction of the Chief, Firearms and Ex-
plosives Licensing Center that the 
business or operations to be conducted 
will not require the storage of explo-
sive materials. 

(7) The applicant has certified in 
writing that he is familiar with and un-
derstands all published State laws and 
local ordinances relating to explosive 
materials for the location in which he 
intends to do business; and 

(8) The applicant for a license has 
submitted the certificate required by 
section 21 of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act, as amended (33 U.S.C. 
1341). 

(c) The Chief, Firearms and Explo-
sives Licensing Center, shall approve 
or the regional director (compliance) 
shall deny any application for a license 
or permit within the 45-day period be-
ginning on the date a properly exe-
cuted application was received. How-
ever, when an applicant for license or 
permit renewal is a person who is, 
under the provisions of § 55.83 or § 55.142, 
conducting business or operations 
under a previously issued license or 
permit, action regarding the applica-
tion will be held in abeyance pending 
the completion of the proceedings 
against the applicant’s existing license 
or permit, or renewal application, or 
final action by the Director on an ap-

plication for relief submitted under 
§ 55.142, as the case may be. 

(18 U.S.C. 847 (84 Stat. 959); 18 U.S.C. 926 (82 
Stat. 1226)) 

[T.D. ATF–87, 46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–200, 50 FR 10498, Mar. 
15, 1985; T.D. ATF–290, 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 
1989; T.D. ATF–387, 62 FR 8376, Feb. 25, 1997]

§ 55.50 Correction of error on license 
or permit. 

(a) Upon receipt of a license or per-
mit issued under this part, each li-
censee or permittee shall examine the 
license or permit to insure that the in-
formation on it is accurate. If the li-
cense or permit is incorrect, the li-
censee or permittee shall return the li-
cense or permit to the Chief, Firearms 
and Explosives Licensing Center, with 
a statement showing the nature of the 
error. The Chief, Firearms and Explo-
sives Licensing Center, shall correct 
the error, if the error was made in his 
office, and return the license or permit. 
However, if the error resulted from in-
formation contained in the licensee’s 
or permittee’s application for the li-
cense or permit, the Chief, Firearms 
and Explosives Licensing Center, shall 
require the licensee or permittee to file 
an amended application setting forth 
the correct information and a state-
ment explaining the error contained in 
the application. Upon receipt of the 
amended application and a satisfactory 
explanation of the error, the Chief, 
Firearms and Explosives Licensing 
Center, shall make the correction on 
the license or permit and return it to 
the licensee or permittee. 

(b) When the Chief, Firearms and Ex-
plosives Licensing Center, finds 
through any means other than notice 
from the licensee or permittee that an 
incorrect license or permit has been 
issued, (1) the Chief, Firearms and Ex-
plosives Licensing Center, may require 
the holder of the incorrect license or 
permit to return the license or permit 
for correction, and (2) if the error re-
sulted from information contained in 
the licensee’s or permittee’s applica-
tion for the license or permit, the 
Chief, Firearms and Explosives Licens-
ing Center, shall require the licensee or 
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