
102

11 CFR Ch. I (1–1–02 Edition)§ 104.15

(1) Maintain records, including bank
records, with respect to the matters re-
quired to be reported, including vouch-
ers, worksheets, receipts, bills and ac-
counts, which shall provide in suffi-
cient detail the necessary information
and data from which the filed reports
and statements may be verified, ex-
plained, clarified, and checked for ac-
curacy and completeness;

(2) Preserve a copy of each report or
statement required to be filed under 11
CFR parts 102 and 104;

(3) Keep all reports required to be
preserved under 11 CFR 104.14 available
for audit, inspection, or examination
by the Commission or its authorized
representative(s) for a period of not
less than 3 years after the report or
statement is filed. (See 11 CFR 102.9(c)
for requirements relating to preserva-
tion of records and accounts.)

(c) Acknowledgements by the Com-
mission or the Secretary of the Senate,
of the receipt of Statements of Organi-
zation, reports or other statements
filed under 11 CFR parts 101, 102 and 104
are intended solely to inform the per-
son filing the report of its receipt and
neither the acknowledgement nor the
acceptance of a report or statement
shall constitute express or implied ap-
proval, or in any manner indicate that
the contents of any report or state-
ment fulfill the filing or other require-
ments of the Act or of these regula-
tions.

(d) Each treasurer of a political com-
mittee, and any other person required
to file any report or statement under
these regulations and under the Act,
shall be personally responsible for the
timely and complete filing of the re-
port or statement and for the accuracy
of any information or statement con-
tained in it.

[45 FR 15108, Mar. 7, 1980, as amended at 61
FR 3549, Feb. 1, 1996]

§ 104.15 Sale or use restriction (2
U.S.C. 438(a)(4)).

(a) Any information copied, or other-
wise obtained, from any report or
statement, or any copy, reproduction,
or publication thereof, filed under the
Act, shall not be sold or used by any
person for the purpose of soliciting
contributions or for any commercial
purpose, except that the name and ad-

dress of any political committee may
be used to solicit contributions from
such committee.

(b) For purposes of 11 CFR 104.15, so-
liciting contributions includes soliciting
any type of contribution or donation,
such as political or charitable con-
tributions.

(c) The use of information, which is
copied or otherwise obtained from re-
ports filed under 11 CFR part 104, in
newspapers, magazines, books or other
similar communications is permissible
as long as the principal purpose of such
communications is not to commu-
nicate any contributor information
listed on such reports for the purpose
of soliciting contributions or for other
commercial purposes.

[45 FR 15108, Mar. 7, 1980, as amended at 61
FR 3549, Feb. 1, 1996]

§ 104.16 Audits (2 U.S.C. 438(b)).
(a) The Commission may conduct au-

dits of any political committee re-
quired to register under 11 CFR part 102
and to report under 11 CFR part 104.
Prior to conducting any such audit or
investigation, the Commission shall
conduct an internal review of reports
filed by selected committees to deter-
mine whether reports filed by a par-
ticular committee meet thresholds es-
tablished by the Commission for sub-
stantial compliance with the Act. Such
thresholds may vary according to the
type of political committee being re-
viewed.

(b) The Commission may, upon af-
firmative vote of four members, con-
duct an audit and field investigation of
any committee which meets the
thresholds established pursuant to 11
CFR 104.16(a). All such audits and in-
vestigations shall commence within 30
days of such vote except that any audit
or investigation of an authorized com-
mittee of a candidate shall be com-
menced within 6 months of the election
for which such committee was author-
ized.

(c) The Commission may, upon af-
firmative vote of four members, con-
duct an audit and field investigation of
any committee pursuant to 11 CFR
111.10.

(d) All audits and field investigations
concerning the verification for and the
receipt and use of payments under
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chapters 95 and 96 of title 26 shall be
given priority over any audit or inves-
tigation of committees not receiving
such payments.

§ 104.17 [Reserved]

§ 104.18 Electronic filing of reports (2
U.S.C. 432(d) and 434(a)(11)).

(a) Mandatory. (1) Political commit-
tees and other persons required to file
reports with the Commission, as pro-
vided in 11 CFR Parts 105 and 107, must
file reports in an electronic format
that meets the requirements of this
section if —

(i) The political committee or other
person has received contributions or
has reason to expect to receive con-
tributions aggregating in excess of
$50,000 in any calendar year; or

(ii) The political committee or other
person has made expenditures or has
reason to expect to make expenditures
aggregating in excess of $50,000 in any
calendar year.

(2) Once any political committee or
other person described in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section exceeds or has rea-
son to expect to exceed the appropriate
threshold, the political committee or
person must file electronically all sub-
sequent reports covering financial ac-
tivity for the remainder of the calendar
year. All electronically filed reports
must pass the Commission’s validation
program in accordance with paragraph
(e) of this section. Reports filed on
paper do not satisfy a political com-
mittee’s or other person’s filing obliga-
tions.

(3) Have Reason to Expect to Exceed.
(i) A political committee or other

person shall have reason to expect to
exceed the threshold stated in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section for two cal-
endar years following the calendar year
in which the political committee or
other person exceeds the threshold un-
less—

(A) The committee is an authorized
committee, and has $50,000 or less in
nets debts outstanding on January 1 of
the year following the general election,
and anticipates terminating prior to
January 1 of the next election year;
and

(B) The candidate has not qualified
as a candidate for the next election and

does not intend to become a candidate
for federal office in the next election.

(ii) New political committees or
other persons with no history of cam-
paign finance activity shall have rea-
son to expect to exceed the threshold
stated in paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion within the calendar year if—

(A) It receives contributions or
makes expenditures that exceed one
quarter of the threshold amount in the
first calendar quarter of the calendar
year; or

(B) It receives contributions or
makes expenditures that exceed one-
half of the threshold amount in the
first half of the calendar year.

(b) Voluntary. A political committee
or other person who files reports with
the Commission, as provided in 11 CFR
part 105, and who is not required to file
electronically under paragraph (a) of
this section, may choose to file its re-
ports in an electronic format that
meets the requirements of this section.
If a political committee or other per-
son chooses to file its reports electroni-
cally, all electronically filed reports
must pass the Commission’s validation
program in accordance with paragraph
(e) of this section. The committee or
other person must continue to file in
an electronic format all reports cov-
ering financial activity for that cal-
endar year, unless the Commission de-
termines that extraordinary and un-
foreseeable circumstances have made it
impracticable for the political com-
mittee or other person to continue fil-
ing electronically.

(c) Definition of report. For purposes
of this section, report means any state-
ment, designation or report required by
the Act to be filed with the Commis-
sion.

(d) Format specifications. Reports filed
electronically shall conform to the
technical specifications described in
the Federal Election Commission’s
Electronic Filing Specifications Re-
quirements. The data contained in the
computerized magnetic media provided
to the Commission shall be organized
in the order specified by the Electronic
Filing Specifications Requirements.

(e) Acceptance of reports filed in elec-
tronic format; validation program. (1)
Each political committee or other per-
son who submits an electronic report
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