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Federal Aviation Administration, DOT § 61.63

Subpart B—Aircraft Ratings and
Pilot Authorizations

§ 61.61 Applicability.
This subpart prescribes the require-

ments for the issuance of additional
aircraft ratings after a pilot certificate
is issued, and the requirements for and
limitations of pilot authorizations
issued by the Administrator.

§ 61.63 Additional aircraft ratings
(other than on an airline transport
pilot certificate).

(a) General. To be eligible for an addi-
tional aircraft rating to a pilot certifi-
cate, for other than an airline trans-
port pilot certificate, an applicant
must meet the appropriate require-
ments of this section for the additional
aircraft rating sought.

(b) Additional category rating. An ap-
plicant who holds a pilot certificate
and applies to add a category rating to
that pilot certificate:

(1) Must have received the required
training and possess the aeronautical
experience prescribed by this part that
applies to the pilot certificate for the
aircraft category and, if applicable,
class rating sought;

(2) Must have an endorsement in his
or her logbook or training record from
an authorized instructor, and that en-
dorsement must attest that the appli-
cant has been found competent in the
aeronautical knowledge areas appro-
priate to the pilot certificate for the
aircraft category and, if applicable,
class rating sought;

(3) Must have an endorsement in his
or her logbook or training record from
an authorized instructor, and that en-
dorsement must attest that the appli-
cant has been found proficient on the
areas of operation that are appropriate
to the pilot certificate for the aircraft
category and, if applicable, class rating
sought;

(4) Must pass the required practical
test that is appropriate to the pilot
certificate for the aircraft category
and, if applicable, class rating sought;
and

(5) Need not take an additional
knowledge test, provided the applicant
holds an airplane, rotorcraft, powered-
lift, or airship rating at that pilot cer-
tificate level.

(c) Additional class rating. Any person
who applies for an additional class rat-
ing to be added on a pilot certificate:

(1) Must have an endorsement in his
or her logbook or training record from
an authorized instructor and that en-
dorsement must attest that the appli-
cant has been found competent in the
aeronautical knowledge areas appro-
priate to the pilot certificate for the
aircraft class rating sought;

(2) Must have an endorsement in his
or her logbook or training record from
an authorized instructor, and that en-
dorsement must attest that the appli-
cant has been found proficient in the
areas of operation appropriate to the
pilot certificate for the aircraft class
rating sought;

(3) Must pass the required practical
test that is appropriate to the pilot
certificate for the aircraft class rating
sought;

(4) Need not meet the specified train-
ing time requirements prescribed by
this part that apply to the pilot certifi-
cate for the aircraft class rating sought
unless the person holds a a lighter-
than-air category rating with a balloon
class rating and is seeking an airship
class rating and

(5) Need not take an additional
knowledge test, provided the applicant
holds an airplane, rotorcraft, powered-
lift, or airship rating at that pilot cer-
tificate level.

(d) Additional type rating. Except as
specified in paragraph (d)(7) of this sec-
tion, a person who applies for an addi-
tional aircraft type rating to be added
on a pilot certificate, or the addition of
an aircraft type rating that is accom-
plished concurrently with an addi-
tional aircraft category or class rating:

(1) Must hold or concurrently obtain
an instrument rating that is appro-
priate to the aircraft category, class,
or type rating sought;

(2) Must have an endorsement in his
or her logbook or training record from
an authorized instructor, and that en-
dorsement must attest that the appli-
cant has been found competent in the
aeronautical knowledge areas appro-
priate to the pilot certificate for the
aircraft category, class, or type rating
sought;

(3) Must have an endorsement in his
or her logbook, or training record from
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