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(e) Establish or improve stands of
forest trees.

(f) Give protection against soil ero-
sion.

(g) Prevent or abate agricultural-re-
lated pollution of water, land, and air.

(h) Meet special State or county con-
servation needs.

(i) Encourage energy conservation
practices.

[45 FR 49522, July 25, 1980, as amended at 47
FR 939, Jan. 8, 1982]

§701.10 County programs.

(a) A program shall be developed in
each county by the county committee,
in consultation with the county con-
servation review group, in accordance
with the National and State develop-
ment guidelines and policies provided.
At least one public meeting per year
shall be held for this purpose.

(b) The county program shall be that
approved by the State committee and
the Secretary or designee.

[45 FR 49522, July 25, 1980, as amended at 47
FR 46998, Oct. 22, 1982]

§701.11 State programs.

(a) The State committee, in con-
sultation with the State conservation
review group, shall develop rec-
ommendations for the State program.
The chairperson of the State conserva-
tion review group may also invite oth-
ers with conservation or water quality
interests to participate in such delib-
erations. At least one public meeting
per year shall be held for this purpose.

(b) The State program shall consist
of the guidelines and practices selected
by the State committee after consid-
ering the recommendations submitted
by the county committee to the State
review group and approved by the Sec-
retary or designee.

[46 FR 49522, July 25, 1980, as amended at 47
FR 46999, Oct. 22, 1982]

§701.12 Selection of practices.

The practices to be included in the
State or county program shall be only
those practices for which cost-sharing
is essential to permit accomplishment
of the program objective.
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§701..13 Levels and rates of cost-shar-
ing.

(a) The maximum level of cost-shar-
ing for each practice shall be the per-
centage of the average cost of per-
forming the practice considered nec-
essary to obtain the needed perform-
ance of the practice, but at a level such
that the participant will make a sig-
nificant contribution to the cost of per-
forming the practice.

(b) Levels of cost-sharing under an-
nual agreements for each practice shall
not be in excess of 75 percent of the av-
erage cost of carrying out the practice
as determined by the county com-
mittee. However, where the Deputy Ad-
ministrator, State and County Oper-
ations, determines a higher level of
cost-sharing is necessary to provide
adequate incentive for producer to
carry out a conservation practice, the
Deputy Administrator, State and
County Operations, may specifically
authorize a higher level. (See §701.19
for special provision for low-income
farmers.)

(c) Levels of cost-sharing under long
term agreements shall not be in excess
of 75 percent nor less than 50 percent of
the average cost for each practice as
determined by the county committee.

(d) For the purpose of establishing
rates of cost-sharing, the average cost
of performing a practice may be the av-
erage cost for a county or a part of a
county, as determined by the county
committee.

[45 FR 49522, July 25, 1980, as amended at 47
FR 939, Jan. 8, 1982]

§701.14 Starting of practices.

Costs will not be shared for practices
or components of practices that are
started before a formal approval is
given by the county committee.

[47 FR 939, Jan. 8, 1982]

§701.15 Method of approval.

The county committee will deter-
mine the extent to which Federal funds
will be made available to share the
cost of each approved practice, taking
into consideration the county alloca-
tion, the conservation and environ-
mental problems in the county, the
land involved, and the practices for



Farm Service Agency, USDA

which requested cost-sharing is consid-
ered by the county committee as most
needed. The method approved shall pro-
vide for the issuance of notices of ap-
proval showing for each approved prac-
tice the number of units of the practice
for which the Federal Government will
share in the cost and the amount of the
cost-share for the performance of that
number of units of the practice. To the
extent practicable, notices of approved
practices shall be issued before per-
formance of the practice is started. No
practice may be approved for cost-shar-
ing except as authorized by the county
program, or in accordance with proce-
dures incorporated therein. Available
funds for cost-sharing shall not be allo-
cated on a pro-rata basis, but shall be
directed to the accomplishment of the
most enduring benefits attainable.

(a) Cost-sharing may be approved
under annual agreements or long-term

agreements.
(b) Annual agreements may be ap-
proved in all counties. Long-term

agreements are limited to farms or
ranches which are within Soil Con-
servation Districts (or comparable dis-
tricts) through which the Soil Con-
servation Service provides planning
and technical services, except:

(1) Farms and ranches located within
a county designated for the Great
Plains Conservation Program are only
eligible for long-term agreements that
cover part of a farm. Long-term agree-
ments that cover whole farms shall not
be approved in these counties.

(2) Farms and ranches not located
within a Soil Conservation District (or
comparable district) may be eligible
for a long-term agreement, provided
conservation plans of operations are
developed by the farmer or rancher in
cooperation with the Soil Conservation
Service and approved by an appropriate
State official or, in cases where an ap-
propriate State official is not avail-
able, approved by the Soil Conserva-
tion Service.

§701.16 Long-term agreements.

(a) The period of a long-term agree-
ment will be for not less than three (3)
program years nor more than ten (10)
program years. The county committee
and the signatories to the agreement in
consultation with the Soil Conserva-
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tion Service representative, will mutu-
ally determine the period of the agree-
ment.

(b) The long-term agreement will be
based on a conservation plan of oper-
ations for the farm or ranch or portion
thereof which has been approved by the
Soil Conservation District (or com-
parable district) or, for farms or
ranches not located in a Soil Conserva-
tion District (or comparable district),
by an appropriate State Official or the
Soil Conservation Service, as applica-
ble.

(c) The Ilong-term agreement will
provide that the farmer or rancher will
carry out those measures in the con-
servation plan of operations which are
determined to be essential to meeting
the basic conservation needs of the
farm or ranch, or portion thereof,
whether or not cost-sharing is ap-
proved for such measures.

(d) The owner of the farm or ranch
will be required to be a signatory to a
long-term agreement, whether or not
that person contributes to the cost of
approved practices thereon.

(e) Any signatory to a long-term
agreement who is not an owner of the
farm or ranch must provide assurance
of control of the land for the duration
of the period of the agreement.

(f) The level of cost-sharing, as pro-
vided in §701.13, in effect for practices
in all years of a long-term agreement
shall be the level in effect for the be-
ginning year of the agreement. The
rate of cost-sharing for payment pur-
poses for such practice will be based on
the average cost of performing the
practice at the time the practice is per-
formed.

(g) A long-term agreement may be
cancelled for failure to comply with
the terms of the agreement if, after
consulting with the Soil Conservation
District (or comparable district) board
or, if none exists, with a representative
of the Soil Conservation Service, the
county committee and State com-
mittee find that the seriousness of the
irregularities warrant such action. If
the agreement is cancelled, the sig-
natories to the agreement are jointly
and severally responsible for refunding
all cost-shares paid and will forfeit all
rights to further payments under the



