§755.9

§755.9 Termination of contracts.

The Deputy Administrator may con-
sent to the termination of a contract
in cases where the parties to the con-
tract are unable to comply with the
terms of the contract due to conditions
beyond their control, in cases where
compliance with the terms of the con-
tract would work a severe hardship on
the parties to the contract, or in cases
where termination of the contract
would be in the public interest, pro-
vided the parties to the contract refund
such part of the cost-share payments
made under the contract as the Deputy
Administrator determines appropriate.

§755.10 Noncompliance.

(a) Failure to establish the practices
specified in the contract within the
time specified by the county com-
mittee shall be a violation of the con-
tract and all payments under the con-
tract shall be forfeited and refunded.

(b) Failure to maintain a practice for
the contract period or the normal life-
span of the practice, whichever is
shorter, in accordance with good farm-
ing practices shall be a violation of the
contract and any payment made in
connection with such practice shall be
refunded unless the practice is restored
within the time prescribed by the coun-
ty committee. The normal lifespan of a
practice shall be determined by the
county committee.

(¢c) If the county committee finds
that any person has adopted or partici-
pated in any practice which tends to
defeat the purposes of the program, it
may withhold, or require to be re-
funded, all or any part of cost-share
payments paid or payable under the
program. It shall be considered a prac-
tice defeating the purposes of the pro-
gram if the contract signers do not
make available for public use a recre-
ation resource development for which
costs are shared. The regulations gov-
erning nondiscrimination in federally
assisted programs of the Department of
Agriculture, part 15 of this title, shall
be applicable to this program.
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§755.11 Signatures.

Signatures to contracts and related
forms shall be in conformity with the
instructions on signatures and author-
izations applicable to the Agricultural
Conservation Program.

§755.12

The making of a fraudulent represen-
tation by a person in the payment doc-
uments or otherwise for the purpose of
obtaining a payment from the county
committee shall render the person lia-
ble, aside from any additional liability
under criminal and civil frauds stat-
utes, for a refund of the payments re-
ceived by him with respect to which
the fraudulent representation was
made.

Filing of false claims.

§755.13 Delegation of authority.

No delegation in this subpart to a
State or county committee shall pre-
clude the Administrator, or his des-
ignee, from determining any question
arising under the program or reversing
or modifying any determinations made
by a State or county committee.

§755.14 Reporting performance.

The Operator of the farm, in accord-
ance with instructions issued by the
Deputy Administrator, shall report to
the county committee on Form ACP-
245 the extent of compliance with the
terms of the contract.

§755.15 Handling exceptional cases.

The Deputy Administrator may allow
payment for performance not meeting
all program requirements, where not
prohibited by statute, if in his judg-
ment such action is needed to permit a
proper disposition of the case. Such ac-
tion may be taken only where the per-
son acted in good faith and in reason-
able reliance on any instruction or
commitment of any member, or em-
ployee of the State or county com-
mittee or representatives of other Fed-
eral agencies assigned responsibility
under the program, in meeting his obli-
gations under the contract and in so
doing reasonably accomplished the
purposes of the contract. The amount
of the payment shall be based on the
actual performance and shall not ex-
ceed the amount to which the person
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