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Year 3 means the period of time be-
ginning August 1, 2001, and ending July
31, 2002.

§ 784.4 Year 1 time and method for ap-
plication.

(a) Sheep and lamb producers may
obtain a ‘‘Year 1’’ application, Form
FSA–382 (Lamb Meat Adjustment As-
sistance Program Payment Applica-
tion), in person, by mail, by telephone,
or by facsimile from any county FSA
office. In addition, applicants may
download a copy of the Form FSA–382
at http://www.usda.gov/dafp/psd/.

(b) A request for ‘‘Year 1’’ benefits
under this part must be submitted on a
completed Form FSA–382. The Form
FSA–382 should be submitted to the
FSA county office serving the county
where the sheep and lamb operation is
located but, in any case, must be re-
ceived by the FSA county office by the
close of business on October 13, 2000.
Applications not received by the close
of business on October 13, 2000, will be
returned as not having been timely
filed and the sheep and lamb operation
filing the application will not be eligi-
ble for benefits under this program.

(c) The sheep and lamb operation re-
questing ‘‘Year 1’’ benefits under this
part must certify to the accuracy of
the information provided in their ap-
plication for benefits. All information
provided is subject to verification and
spot checks by FSA. Refusal to allow
FSA or any other agency of the De-
partment of Agriculture to verify any
information provided will result in a
determination of ineligibility. Data
furnished by the applicant will be used
to determine eligibility for program
benefits. Furnishing the data is vol-
untary; however, without it program
benefits will not be approved. Pro-
viding a false certification may be sub-
ject to additional civil and criminal
sanctions.

(d) Not withstanding any other provi-
sions of this section, payments will not
be made under this section for the ac-
quisition of rams to the extent that
any such purchase, at any time during
‘‘Year 1’’, created, or help create, a
ratio of rams to ewes for the operation
that was less than 1 ram to 15 ewes.
However, the limitation on payments
provided for in the preceding sentence

shall not apply to the extent that the
operation establishes to the satisfac-
tion of the COC that a lower ratio of
rams to ewes is customary for the oper-
ation.

§ 784.5 Year 1 eligibility.

(a) To be eligible to receive the
‘‘Year 1’’ payments under this part, as
described in § 784.1, at the rates pro-
vided in § 784.6, a sheep and lamb oper-
ation must be engaged in the business
of producing and marketing agricul-
tural products at the time of filing the
application, must have in 1999 gross an-
nual revenue of $2.5 million or less, and
must have done at least one of the fol-
lowing during ‘‘Year 1’’:

(1) Purchased rams for breeding pur-
poses within that operation, provided
that such rams must have been at least
90 days of age when purchased and
must have been, or will be, maintained
by the operation for at least 90 days
continuously after the date of pur-
chase;

(2) Enrolled sheep in an eligible sheep
improvement program; or

(3) Made sheep and lamb operation fa-
cility improvements with respect to
their operation.

(b) With respect to paragraph (a)(3) of
this section, in order to receive pay-
ments, the sheep and lamb operation
must submit supporting documenta-
tion of the cost of the improvements
made to the facility during program
‘‘Year 1’’ and must use facility im-
provements for sheep and lamb produc-
tion activities continuously for at least
the next 3 consecutive years. Upon a
failure to maintain the facility for the
full three years, the operation must re-
fund the ‘‘Year 1’’ facility payment im-
mediately and with interest.

(c) With respect to payments made
for activities addressed in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section, upon any failure
to maintain a ram after payment for
the full required 90-day period, unless
that period has already expired, the op-
eration must immediately refund the
payment made and with interest.

§ 784.6 Year 1 rate of payment and lim-
itations on funding.

Subject to the availability of funds
and to the proration rules of § 784.10,
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