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(f) Fastenings used for joints on ex-
plosion-proof enclosures shall not be 
used for attaching nonessential parts 
or for making electrical connections. 

(g) The acceptable sizes for and 
spacings of fastenings shall be deter-
mined by the size of the enclosure, as 
indicated in § 18.31. 

(h) MSHA reserves the right to con-
duct explosion tests with standard 
bolts, nuts, cap screws, or studs sub-
stituted for any special high-tensile 
strength fastening(s) specified by the 
applicant. 

(i) Coil-thread inserts, if used in 
holes for fastenings, shall meet the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The inserts shall have internal 
screw threads. 

(2) The holes for the inserts shall be 
drilled and tapped consistent with the 
insert manufacturer’s specifications. 

(3) The inserts shall be installed con-
sistent with the insert manufacturer’s 
specifications. 

(4) The insert shall be of sufficient 
length to ensure the minimum thread 
engagement of fastening specified in 
§ 18.31(a)(6) of this part. 

[33 FR 4660, Mar. 19, 1968, as amended at 57 
FR 61210, Dec. 23, 1992]

§ 18.33 Finish of surface joints. 
Flat surfaces between bolt holes that 

form any part of a flame-arresting path 
shall be plane to within a maximum de-
viation of one-half the maximum clear-
ance specified in § 18.31(a)(6). All metal 
surfaces forming a flame-arresting 
path shall be finished during the manu-
facturing process to not more than 250 
microinches. A thin film of nonhard-
ening preparation to inhibit rusting 
may be applied to these finished metal 
surfaces as long as the final surface can 
be readily wiped free of any foreign 
materials. 

[57 FR 61210, Dec. 23, 1992]

§ 18.34 Motors. 
Explosion-proof electric motor as-

semblies intended for use in approved 
equipment in underground mines that 
are specifically addressed in part 7 of 
this chapter shall be approved under 
part 7 of this chapter after February 22, 
1996. Those motor assemblies not spe-
cifically addressed under part 7 of this 

chapter shall be accepted or certified 
under this part. 

(a) General. (1) Motors shall have ex-
plosion-proof enclosures. 

(2) Motors submitted to MSHA for 
test shall be equipped with unshielded 
bearings regardless of whether that 
type of bearing is specified. 

(3) MSHA reserves the right to test 
motors with the maximum clearance 
specified between the shaft and the 
mating part which forms the required 
flame-arresting path. Also reserved is 
the right to remachine these parts, at 
the applicant’s expense, to specified di-
mensions to provide the maximum 
clearance.

NOTE: For example, a shaft with a diame-
ter greater than 2 inches at the flame-arrest-
ing portion might require such machining.

(4) Ball and roller bearings and oil 
seals will not be acceptable as flame-
arresting paths; therefore, a separate 
path shall be provided between the 
shaft and another part, preferably inby 
the bearing. The length and clearances 
of such flame-arresting path shall con-
form to the requirements of § 18.31. 

(5) Labyrinths or other arrangements 
that provide change(s) in direction of 
escaping gases will be acceptable but 
the use of small detachable pieces shall 
not be permitted unless structurally 
unavoidable. The lengths of flame-ar-
resting path(s) and clearance(s) shall 
conform to the requirements of § 18.31. 

(6) Oil seals shall be removed from 
motors prior to submission for explo-
sion tests.

NOTE: Oil seals will be removed from mo-
tors prior to explosion tests and therefore 
may be omitted from motors submitted for 
investigation.

(7) Openings for filling and draining 
bearing lubricants shall be so located 
as to prevent escape of flame through 
them. 

(8) An outer bearing cap will not be 
considered as forming any part of a 
flame-arresting path unless the cap is 
used as a bearing cartridge.

NOTE: The outer bearing cap will be omit-
ted during explosion tests unless it houses 
the bearing.

(9) If unavoidable, holes may be made 
through motor casings for bolts, studs, 
or screws to hold essential parts such 
as pole pieces, brush rigging, and bear-
ing cartridges. Such parts shall be at-
tached to the casing by at least two 

VerDate Jul<25>2002 19:31 Jul 27, 2002 Jkt 197112 PO 00000 Frm 00098 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\197112T.XXX pfrm17 PsN: 197112T


