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MSHA and NIOSH under 42 CFR part 84
for escape only from underground
mines.

Short circuit. An abnormal connection
of relatively low impedance, whether
made accidentally or intentionally, be-
tween two points of different potential.

Working face. Any place in a coal
mine in which work of extracting coal
from its natural deposit in the earth is
performed during the mining cycle.

Working place. The area of a coal
mine inby the last open crosscut.

Working section. All areas of the coal
mine from the loading point of the sec-
tion to and including the working
faces.

[67 FR 20913, May 15, 1992, as amended at 60
FR 30401, June 8, 1995; 67 FR 11001, Mar. 11,
2002]

Subpart B—Qualified and Certified
Persons

§75.100 Certified person.

(a) The provisions of Subpart D—
Ventilation of this part 75 require that
certain examinations and tests be
made by a certified person. A certified
person within the meaning of those
provisions is a person who has been
certified as a mine foreman (mine man-
ager), an assistant mine foreman (sec-
tion foreman), or a preshift examiner
(mine examiner). A person who has
been so certified is also a qualified per-
son within the meaning of those provi-
sions of subpart D of this part which
require that certain tests be made by a
qualified person and within the mean-
ing of §75.1106.

(b) A person who is certified as a
mine foreman, an assistant mine fore-
man, or a preshift examiner by the
State in which the coal mine is located
is, to the extent of the State’s certifi-
cation, a certified person within the
meaning of the provisions of subpart D
of this part and §75.1106 referred to in
paragraph (a) of this section.

(c)(1) The Secretary may certify per-
sons in the categories of mine foreman,
assistant mine foreman, and preshift
examiner whenever the State in which
persons are presently employed in
these categories does not provide for
such certification. A person’s initial
certification by MSHA is valid for as
long as the person continues to satisfy
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the requirements necessary to obtain
the certification and is employed at
the same coal mine or by the same
independent contractor. The mine op-
erator or independent contractor shall
make an application which satisfac-
torily shows that each such person has
had at least 2 years underground expe-
rience in a coal mine, and has held the
position of mine foreman, assistant
mine foreman, or preshift examiner for
a period of 6 months immediately pre-
ceding the filing of the application, and
is qualified to test for methane and for
oxygen deficiency. Applications for
Secretarial certification should be sub-
mitted in writing to the Health and
Safety Activity, Mine Safety and
Health Administration, Certification
and Qualification Center, P.O. Box
25367, Denver Federal Center, Denver,
Colorado 80225.

(2) A person certified by the Sec-
retary under this paragraph will be a
certified person, within the meaning of
the provisions for subpart D of this
part and §75.1106 referred to in para-
graph (a) of this section, as long as
that person continues to satisfy the re-
quirements for qualification or certifi-
cation and is employed at the same
coal mine or by the same independent
contractor.

[356 FR 17890, Nov. 20, 1970, as amended at 43
FR 12320, Mar. 24, 1978; 54 FR 30514, July 20,
1989]

§75.150 Tests for methane and for oxy-
gen deficiency; qualified person.

(a) The provisions of Subpart D—
Ventilation of this part and §75.1106 re-
quire that tests for methane and for
oxygen deficiency be made by a quali-
fied person. A person is a qualified per-
son for this purpose if he is a certified
person under §75.100.

(b) Pending issuance of Federal
standards, a person will be considered a
qualified person for testing for meth-
ane and for oxygen deficiency:

(1) If he has been qualified for this
purpose by the State in which the coal
mine is located; or

(2) The Secretary may qualify per-
sons for this purpose in a coal mine in
which persons are not qualified for this
purpose by the State upon an applica-
tion and a satisfactory showing by the
operator of the coal mine that each
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such person has been trained and des-
ignated by the operator to test for
methane and oxygen deficiency and has
made such tests for a period of 6
months immediately preceding the ap-
plication. Applications for Secretarial
qualification should be submitted to
the Health and Safety Activity, Mine
Safety and Health Administration, Cer-
tification and Qualification Center,
P.O. Box 25367, Denver Federal Center,
Denver, Colo. 80225.

[35 FR 17890, Nov. 20, 1970, as amended at 43
FR 12320, Mar. 24, 1978]

§75.151 Tests for methane; qualified
person; additional requirement.

Notwithstanding the provisions of
§75.150, on and after January 1, 1971, no
person shall be a qualified person for
testing for methane unless he dem-
onstrates to the satisfaction of an au-
thorized representative of the Sec-
retary that he is qualified to test for
methane with a portable methane de-
tector approved by the Bureau of Mines
or the Mine Safety and Health Admin-
istration under part 22 of this chapter
(Bureau of Mines Schedule 8C).

§75.152 Tests of air flow; qualified per-
son.

A person is a qualified person within
the meaning of the provisions of Sub-
part D—Ventilation of this part requir-
ing that tests of air flow be made by a
qualified person only if he is a certified
person under §75.100 or a person trained
and designated by a certified person to
perform such tests.

§75.153 Electrical work; qualified per-
son.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(f) of this section, an individual is a
qualified person within the meaning of
§§75.511 and 75.512 to perform electrical
work (other than work on energized
surface high-voltage lines) if:

(1) He has been qualified as a coal
mine electrician by a State that has a
coal mine electrical qualification pro-
gram approved by the Secretary; or,

(2) He has at least 1 year of experi-
ence in performing electrical work un-
derground in a coal mine, in the sur-
face work areas of an underground coal
mine, in a surface coal mine, in a
noncoal mine, in the mine equipment
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manufacturing industry, or in any
other industry using or manufacturing
similar equipment, and has satisfac-
torily completed a coal mine electrical
training program approved by the Sec-
retary; or,

(3) He has at least 1 year of experi-
ence, prior to the date of the applica-
tion required by paragraph (c) of this
section, in performing electrical work
underground in a coal mine, in the sur-
face work areas of an underground coal
mine, in a surface coal mine, in a
noncoal mine, in the mine equipment
manufacturing industry, or in any
other industry using or manufacturing
similar equipment, and he attains a
satisfactory grade on each of the series
of five written tests approved by the
Secretary and prescribed in paragraph
(b) of this section.

(b) The series of five written tests ap-
proved by the Secretary shall include
the following categories:

(1) Direct current theory and applica-
tion;

(2) Alternating current theory and
application;

(3) Electric equipment and circuits;

(4) Permissibility of electric equip-
ment; and,

(6) Requirements of
through K of this part 75.

(c) In order to take the series of five
written tests approved by the Sec-
retary, an individual shall apply to the
District Manager and shall certify that
he meets the requirements of para-
graph (a)(3) of this section. The tests
will be administered in the Coal Mine
Safety and Health Districts at regular
intervals, or as demand requires.

(d) A score of at least 80 percent of
each of the five written tests will be
deemed to be a satisfactory grade. Rec-
ognition shall be given to practical ex-
perience in that 1 percentage point
shall be added to an individual’s score
in each test for each additional year of
experience beyond the 1 year minimum
requirement specified in paragraph
(a)(3) of this section; however, in no
case shall an individual be given more
than 5 percentage points for such prac-
tical experience.

(e) An individual may, within 30 days
from the date on which he received no-
tification from the Administration of
his test scores, repeat those on which

subparts F
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