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containing an incorrect account num-
ber, the agency may instruct the Serv-
ice to direct a Federal Reserve Bank to 
debit the RDFI’s account for the 
amount of the payment(s) made on the 
basis of the incorrect number. The 
agency shall notify the RDFI of the re-
sults of its investigation and provide 
the RDFI with a reasonable oppor-
tunity to respond before initiating 
such a debit. 

(c) Acquittance of the financial institu-
tion. The final crediting of the correct 
amount of an entry received and proc-
essed by the Federal Reserve Bank and 
posted to the TGA shall constitute full 
acquittance of the ODFI and the origi-
nator for the amount of the entry. Full 
acquittance shall not occur if the en-
tries do not balance, are incomplete, 
are incorrect, or are incapable of being 
processed. In the case of funds col-
lected by an agency through origina-
tion of a debit entry, full acquittance 
shall not occur until the underlying 
payment becomes final.

Subpart B—Reclamation of Benefit 
Payments

§ 210.9 Parties to the reclamation. 
(a) Agreement of RDFI. An RDFI’s ac-

ceptance of a benefit payment pursuant 
to this part shall constitute its agree-
ment to this subpart. By accepting a 
benefit payment subject to this part, 
the RDFI authorizes the debiting of the 
Federal Reserve Bank account utilized 
by the RDFI in accordance with the 
provisions of § 210.10(e). 

(b) The Federal Government. In proc-
essing reclamations pursuant to this 
subpart, the Service shall act pursuant 
to the direction of the agency that cer-
tified the benefit payment(s) being re-
claimed.

§ 210.10 RDFI liability. 
(a) Full liability. An RDFI shall be lia-

ble to the Federal Government for the 
total amount of all benefit payments 
received after the death or legal inca-
pacity of a recipient or the death of a 
beneficiary unless the RDFI has the 
right to limit its liability under § 210.11 
of this part. An RDFI shall return any 
benefit payments received after the 
RDFI learns of the death or legal inca-
pacity of a recipient or the death of a 

beneficiary, regardless of the manner 
in which the RDFI discovers such in-
formation. If the RDFI learns of the 
death or legal incapacity of a recipient 
or death of a beneficiary from a source 
other than notice from the agency, the 
RDFI shall immediately notify the 
agency of the death or incapacity. 

(b) Notice of reclamation. Upon receipt 
of a notice of reclamation, an RDFI 
shall provide the information required 
by the notice of reclamation and re-
turn the amount specified in the notice 
of reclamation in a timely manner. 

(c) Exception to liability rule. An RDFI 
shall not be liable for post-death ben-
efit payments sent to a recipient act-
ing as a representative payee or fidu-
ciary on behalf of a beneficiary, if the 
beneficiary was deceased at the time 
the authorization was executed and the 
RDFI did not have actual or construc-
tive knowledge of the death of the ben-
eficiary. 

(d) Time limits. An agency that initi-
ates a reclamation must do so within 
120 calendar days after the date that 
the agency receives notice of the death 
or legal incapacity of a recipient or 
death of a beneficiary. An agency shall 
not reclaim any post-death or post-in-
capacity payment(s) made more than 
six years prior to the most recent pay-
ment made by the agency to the recipi-
ent’s account; provided, however, that 
if the account balance at the time the 
RDFI receives the notice of reclama-
tion exceeds the total amount of all 
post-death or post-incapacity pay-
ments made by the agency during such 
six-year period, this limitation shall 
not apply and the RDFI shall be liable 
for the total amount of all payments 
made, up to the amount in the account 
at the time the RDFI receives the no-
tice of reclamation and has had a rea-
sonable opportunity (not to exceed one 
business day) to act on the notice. 

(e) Debit of RDFI’s account. If an 
RDFI does not return the full amount 
of the outstanding total or any other 
amount for which the RDFI is liable 
under this subpart in a timely manner, 
the Federal Government will collect 
the amount outstanding by instructing 
the appropriate Federal Reserve Bank 
to debit the account utilized by the 
RDFI. The Federal Reserve Bank will 

VerDate Sep<04>2002 11:45 Sep 25, 2002 Jkt 197116 PO 00000 Frm 00056 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\197116T.XXX 197116T


