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the time limitations referenced in 
paragraph (a)(4) of this section. 

(e) Review requirements. (1) For pur-
poses of this section, whenever an 
agency is required to afford a debtor a 
review within the agency, the agency 
shall provide the debtor with a reason-
able opportunity for an oral hearing 
when the debtor requests reconsider-
ation of the debt and the agency deter-
mines that the question of the indebt-
edness cannot be resolved by review of 
the documentary evidence, for exam-
ple, when the validity of the debt turns 
on an issue of credibility or veracity. 

(2) Unless otherwise required by law, 
an oral hearing under this section is 
not required to be a formal evidentiary 
hearing, although the agency should 
carefully document all significant mat-
ters discussed at the hearing. 

(3) This section does not require an 
oral hearing with respect to debt col-
lection systems in which a determina-
tion of indebtedness rarely involves 
issues of credibility or veracity and the 
agency has determined that review of 
the written record is ordinarily an ade-
quate means to correct prior mistakes. 

(4) In those cases when an oral hear-
ing is not required by this section, an 
agency shall accord the debtor a 
‘‘paper hearing,’’ that is, a determina-
tion of the request for reconsideration 
based upon a review of the written 
record.

§ 901.4 Reporting debts. 
(a) Agencies shall develop and imple-

ment procedures for reporting delin-
quent debts to credit bureaus and other 
automated databases. Agencies also 
may develop procedures to report non-
delinquent debts to credit bureaus. See 
31 U.S.C. 3711(e). 

(1) In developing procedures for re-
porting debts to credit bureaus, agen-
cies shall comply with the Bankruptcy 
Code and the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 
U.S.C. 552a, as amended. The provisions 
of the Privacy Act do not apply to 
credit bureaus. 

(2) Agency procedures for reporting 
delinquent consumer debts to credit 
bureaus shall be consistent with the 
due process and other requirements 
contained in 31 U.S.C. 3711(e). When an 
agency has given a debtor any of the 
required notice and review opportuni-

ties with respect to a particular debt, 
the agency need not duplicate such no-
tice and review opportunities before re-
porting that delinquent consumer debt 
to credit bureaus. 

(b) Agencies should report delinquent 
debts to the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development’s Credit Alert 
Interactive Voice Response System 
(CAIVRS). For information about the 
CAIVRS program, agencies should con-
tact the Director of Information Re-
sources Management Policy and Man-
agement Division, Office of Informa-
tion Technology, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, 451 7th 
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20410.

§ 901.5 Contracting with private collec-
tion contractors and with entities 
that locate and recover unclaimed 
assets. 

(a) Subject to the provisions of para-
graph (b) of this section, Federal agen-
cies may contract with private collec-
tion contractors, as defined in 31 U.S.C. 
3701(f), to recover delinquent debts pro-
vided that: 

(1) Agencies retain the authority to 
resolve disputes, compromise debts, 
suspend or terminate collection activ-
ity, and refer debts for litigation; 

(2) The private collection contractor 
is not allowed to offer the debtor, as an 
incentive for payment, the opportunity 
to pay the debt less the private collec-
tion contractor’s fee unless the agency 
has granted such authority prior to the 
offer; 

(3) The contract provides that the 
private collection contractor is subject 
to the Privacy Act of 1974 to the extent 
specified in 5 U.S.C. 552a(m), and to ap-
plicable Federal and state laws and 
regulations pertaining to debt collec-
tion practices, including but not lim-
ited to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, 15 U.S.C. 1692; and 

(4) The private collection contractor 
is required to account for all amounts 
collected. 

(b) Agencies shall use government-
wide debt collection contracts to ob-
tain debt collection services provided 
by private collection contractors. How-
ever, agencies may refer debts to pri-
vate collection contractors pursuant to 
a contract between the agency and the 
private collection contractor only if 
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