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point and recreational site proposed 
within the area covered by that REDM. 
Noncontiguous areas planned for these 
purposes that are located beyond the 
limits of the REDM involved will be 
omitted therefrom. This procedure does 
not apply to areas authorized for fish 
and wildlife purposes. Lands authorized 
specifically for fish and wildlife pur-
poses may be included either in a con-
ventional REDM, along with other 
project lands or be submitted as a sepa-
rate REDM, depending on convenience 
in preparation and size of the area. 
However, in either event, whenever 
practicable, the entire area proposed 
for this purpose should be covered in 
one REDM, as a unit. 

(iii) For smaller projects, not involv-
ing an extensive real estate program, 
all real estate requirements, including 
those for public access, fish and wild-
life, and recreation, may be covered in 
a single REDM. 

(d) Blocking Out. The following are 
guidelines to be observed to the extent 
possible in preparing the REDM. These 
guidelines will be adhered to by the Di-
vision Engineer in his approval of the 
final real estate acquisition lines. 

(1) Close blocking out will be accom-
plished in accordance with sound real 
estate practices. 

(2) For land acquired in fee, the 
blocked out final real estate acquisi-
tion line will be established in such 
manner as to minimize costs and cause 
the least disruption in the use of the 
remainder of the ownership. 

(3) Severance damages will be avoid-
ed to the extent possible consistent 
with real estate requirements for the 
project. In accordance with section 301 
of Pub. L. 91–646, if the acquisition of 
part of a tract will render the remain-
der an uneconomic unit, an offer must 
be made to purchase the entire tract. 

(4) It is conceivable that, in certain 
instances, acquisition of an easement 
will result in an uneconomic remainder 
and this requires application of section 
301 of Pub. L. 91–646, as in paragraph 
(d)(3) of this section. 

(5) A remnant without access need 
not be acquired if: 

(i) The owner desires to retain the 
property and releases the Government 
from damages for lack of access, and 

(ii) The obtaining of such release in 
lieu of acquisition is concurred in, in 
writing, by the local road authority, 
and the local road authority is released 
from damages due to loss of access. 

(6) For lands to be acquired in fee or 
easements, close tangent will be used, 
generally following the acquisition 
line. 

(7) When small portions of additional 
properties, not otherwise needed for 
the project, are within the acquisition 
line, they may be omitted if to do so 
will not materially affect the operation 
and maintenance of the project as de-
termined by operational elements.

§ 644.7 Acquisition lines. 
(a) Tentative Acquisition Lines. As in-

dicated in § 644.6(c)(1)(iii)(K), tentative 
acquisition lines are shown on maps 
which are part of the REDM. However, 
at that time, the lines will, to some ex-
tent, be irregular and located without 
full regard to their effect upon fringe 
tracts. It will, therefore, be necessary 
to establish final acquisition lines, in 
accordance with sound real estate prac-
tices. Accordingly, fringe tracts will 
not be acquired until the final acquisi-
tion lines are approved by the Division 
Engineer. 

(b) Submission. As soon as possible 
after authority has been granted to ac-
quire the land and/or interest therein, 
the District Engineer will complete ap-
praisals covering the fringe tracts. 
Thereupon, a map showing proposed 
final acquistion lines will be submitted 
to the Division Engineer, accompanied 
by justification and reasons therefor. 
This submission may be for an entire 
project or by segments or units. How-
ever, if the final map is submitted on a 
segment or unit basis, each segment or 
unit must be complete in itself and not 
be dependent on another segment or 
unit not submitted for approval. 

(c) Approval. The Division Engineer is 
authorized to approve final acquisition 
lines, but shall not delegate this re-
sponsibility to District Engineers. This 
authority is subject to the following: 

(1) Except for the addition or deletion 
of individial ownerships, or portions 
thereof, on the basis of the criteria 
contained in § 644.6(d), approval of any 
changes in the overall plan will be in 
compliance with ER 1110–2–1150. 
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(2) Estates in individual tracts may 
be changed if consistent with the over-
all plan. Approval, however, will be re-
quired from HQDA (DAEN–REA–P) if 
the estates are non-standard.

§ 644.8 Planning and scheduling real 
estate activities. 

(a) Normal Scheduling. (1) The objec-
tive of a planned program is to provide 
for the early acquistion of land to 
avoid enhancement in land prices and a 
minimum of inconvenience to the prop-
erty owners. Also, it is essential that 
there be adequate planning of the land 
acquisition program to insure that 
there is no interference with 
unacquired properties as a result of 
construction activities. 

(2) It is essential that adequate funds 
be programmed on ENG Form 2213, Ad-
vance Engineering and Design Plan-
ning Schedule (PB–2B), to proceed with 
real estate planning; preparation of 
Real Estate Design Memoranda; deter-
mination of final project boundaries; 
and preliminary real estate work to 
the point where land acquisition can be 
started as soon as construction funds 
become available. 

(3) Surveys and boundary 
monumentation and/or marking shall 
be completed prior to acquistion. 

(4) Funds will be programmed for ac-
quisition of lands for the construction 
area and/or other areas initially re-
quired within the first year, and for ac-
quisition of lands for the other features 
of the project as rapidly as necessary 
real estate data can be assembled. For 
projects with major impoundment fea-
tures and with scheduled construction 
periods of more than two years, funds 
will be programmed at a uniform level 
so that total real estate requirements 
will be covered by accepted offers to 
sell or declarations of taking filed in 
court by the end of two-thirds of the 
overall construction period. 

(b) Public Information. (1) The real es-
tate activities of the Corps are ex-
tremely sensitive, since they disrupt 
the lives of individuals and take their 
homes, farms and businesses. There-
fore, the importance of keeping land-
owners and others having an interest 
in the land informed of the land acqui-
sition program is emphasized. In order 
to avoid false rumors and to permit the 

affected owners to formulate plans for 
the future, information concerning the 
land acquisition program, procedures 
with respect thereto, and the specific 
effect on the individual properties, will 
be furnished to the affected owners at 
the outset of the project. 

(2) Section 302 of Pub. L. 86–645 (33 
U.S.C. 597) is quoted, in part, for guid-
ance:

Within six months after the date that Con-
gress authorizes construction of a water re-
source development project under the juris-
diction of the Secretary of the Army, the 
Corps of Engineers shall make reasonable ef-
fort to advise owners and occupants in and 
adjacent to the project area as to the prob-
able timing for the acquisition of lands for 
the project and for incidental rights-of-way, 
relocations, and any other requirements af-
fecting owners and occupants. Within a rea-
sonable time after initial appropriations are 
made for land acquisition or construction, 
including relocations, the Corps of Engineers 
shall conduct public meetings at locations 
convenient to owners and tenants to be dis-
placed by the project in order to advise them 
of the proposed plans for acquisition and to 
afford them an opportunity to comment. To 
carry out the provisions of this section, the 
Chief of Engineers shall issue regulations to 
provide, among other things, dissemination 
of the following information to those af-
fected: (1) Factors considered in making the 
appraisals; (2) desire to purchase property 
without going to court; (3) legal right to sub-
mit to condemnation proceedings; (4) Pay-
ments for moving expenses or other losses 
not covered by appraised market value; (5) 
occupancy during construction; (6) removal 
of improvements; (7) payments required from 
occupants of Government-acquired land; (8) 
withdrawals by owners of deposits made in 
court by Government; and (9) use of land by 
owner when easement is acquired.

(3) Within a reasonable time after 
initial appropriations are made for 
land acquisition or construction, in-
cluding relocations, Division and Dis-
trict Engineers will conduct meetings 
with landowners. The United States 
Senators of the state or states and 
Members of the House of Representa-
tives of the district or districts in 
which the project is located should be 
invited to attend. Normally, the public 
meetings should be scheduled prior to 
the commencement of the land acquisi-
tion program. The agenda for the meet-
ings will include not only the nine spe-
cific items listed in section 302, Pub. L. 
86–645, but all other items of a nature 
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