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clearly identify (in the environmental
consequences section of the EIS) the
criteria that were used to eliminate
such factors.

§651.51 The final phase.

(a) The initial scope of the DEIS is
determined by the proponent during
and after the public interaction phase
of the process. Detailed analysis should
focus on significant issues (40 CFR
1501.7(a)(2)). To determine the appro-
priate scope, the proponent must con-
sider three categories of actions, alter-
natives, and impacts.

(1) The three categories of actions
(other than unconnected single ac-
tions) are as follows:

(i) Connected actions are those that
are closely related and should be dis-
cussed in the same impact statement.
Actions are connected if they auto-
matically trigger other actions that
may require EISs, cannot or will not
proceed unless other actions are pre-
viously or simultaneously taken, are
interdependent parts of a larger action,
and depend on the larger action for
their justification.

(i1) Cumulative actions are those
that, when viewed with other past and
proposed actions, have cumulatively
significant impacts and should be dis-
cussed in the same impact statement.

(iii) Similar actions are those that
have similarities which provide a basis
for evaluating their environmental
consequences together, such as com-
mon timing or geography, and may be
analyzed in the EIS. Agencies should
do so when the best way to assess such
actions is to treat them in a single
EIS.

(2) The three categories of alter-
natives are as follows:

(i) No action.

(ii) Other reasonable courses of ac-
tion.

(iii) Mitigation measures (not in the
proposed action).

(3) The three categories of impacts
are as follows:

(i) Direct.

(ii) Indirect.

(iii) Cumulative.

(4) The proponent can also identify
any public EAs and EISs, prepared by
the Army or another federal agency,
related to, but not part of, the EIS
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under consideration (40 CFR
1501.7(a)(5)). Assignments for the prepa-
ration of the EIS among the lead and
any cooperating agencies can be identi-
fied, with the lead agency retaining re-
sponsibility for the statement (40 CFR
1501.7(a)(4)); along with the identifica-
tion of any other environmental review
and consultation requirements so the
lead and cooperating agencies may pre-
pare other required analyses and stud-
ies concurrently with the EIS (40 CFR
1501.7(a)(6)).

(b) The identification and elimi-
nation of issues that are insignificant,
non-controversial, or covered by prior
environmental review can narrow the
analysis to remaining issues and their
significance through reference to their
coverage elsewhere (40 CFR
1501.7(a)(3)).

(c) As part of the scoping process, the
lead agency may:

(1) Set time limits, as provided in
§651.14(b), if they were not already in-
dicated in the preliminary phase.

(2) Prescribe overall page limits for
the EIS in accordance with the CEQ
regulations that emphasize concise-
ness.

(d) All determinations reached by the
proponent during the scoping process
will be clearly conveyed to the pre-
parers of the EIS in a Scope of State-
ment. The Scope of Statement will be
made available to participants in the
scoping process and to other interested
parties upon request. Any scientific or
technical conflicts that arise between
the proponent and scoping partici-
pants, cooperating agencies, other fed-
eral agencies, or preparers will be iden-
tified during the scoping process and
resolved or discussed by the proponent
in the DEIS.

§651.52 Aids to information gathering.

The proponent may use or develop
graphic or other innovative methods to
aid information gathering, presen-
tation, and transfer during the three
scoping phases. These include methods
for presenting preliminary information
to scoping participants, obtaining and
consolidating input from participants,
and organizing determinations on
scope for use during preparation of the
DEIS. The use of the World Wide Web
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(WWW) for these purposes is encour-
aged. Suggested uses include the imple-
mentation of a continuous scoping
process, facilitating ‘‘virtual” public
participation, as well as the dissemina-
tion of analyses and information as
they evolve.

§651.53 Modifications of the scoping
process.

(a) If a lengthy period exists between
a decision to prepare an EIS and the
time of preparation, the proponent will
initiate the NOI at a reasonable time
in advance of preparation of the DEIS.
The NOI will state any tentative con-
clusions regarding the scope of the EIS
made prior to publication of the NOI.
Reasonable time for public participa-
tion will be allowed before the pro-
ponent makes any final decisions or
commitments on the EIS.

(b) The proponent of a proposed ac-
tion may use scoping during prepara-
tion of environmental review docu-
ments other than an EIS, if desired. In
such cases, the proponent may use
these procedures or may develop modi-
fied procedures, as needed.

Subpart H—Environmental Effects
of Major Army Action Abroad

§651.54 Introduction.

(a) Protection of the environment is
an Army priority, no matter where the
Army actions are undertaken. The
Army is committed to pursuing an ac-
tive role in addressing environmental
quality issues in Army relations with
neighboring communities and assuring
that consideration of the environment
is an integral part of all decisions. This
section assigns responsibilities for re-
view of environmental effects abroad of
major Army actions, as required by Ex-
ecutive Order 12114, Environmental Ef-
fects Abroad of Major Federal Actions,
dated January 4, 1979, 3 CFR, 1979
Comp.,p.356. This section applies to
HQDA and Army agencies’ actions that
would significantly affect the quality
of the human environment outside the
United States.

(b) Executive Order 12114 and DODD
6050.7, Environmental Effects Abroad of
Major Department of Defense Actions
(planned currently to be replaced by a
DODI, Analyzing Defense Actions With

§651.56

the Potential for Significant Impacts
Outside the United States) provide
guidance for analyzing the environ-
mental impacts of Army actions
abroad and in the global commons.
Army components will, consistent with
diplomatic factors (including applica-
ble Status of Forces Agreements
(SOFAs) and stationing agreements),
national security considerations, and
difficulties of obtaining information,
document the review of potential envi-
ronmental impacts of Army actions
abroad and in the global commons as
set forth in DODD 6050.7 (or DODI upon
publication). The analysis and docu-
mentation of potential environmental
impacts of Army actions abroad and in
the global commons should, to the
maximum extent possible, be incor-
porated into existing decision-making
processes; planning for military exer-
cises, training plans, and military op-
erations.

§651.55 Categorical exclusions.

The list of CXs in Appendix B of this
part may be used in reviewing poten-
tial environmental impacts of major
actions abroad and in the global com-
mons, in accordance with DODD 6050.7
(or DODI upon publication) and Execu-
tive Order 12114, section 2-5(c).

§651.56 Responsibilities.

(a) The ASA(I&E) will:

(1) Serve as the Secretary of the
Army’s responsible official for environ-
mental matters abroad.

(2) Maintain liaison with the
DUSD(IE) on matters concerning Exec-
utive Order 12114, DODD 6050.7, and this
part.

(3) Coordinate actions with other
Secretariat offices as appropriate.

(b) The DEP will:

(1) Serve as ARSTAF proponent for
implementation of Executive Order
12114, DODD 6050.7, and this part.

(2) Apply this part when planning and
executing overseas actions, where ap-
propriate in light of applicable statutes
and SOFAs.

(c) The DCSOPS will:

(1) Serve as the focal point on the
ARSTAF for integrating environ-
mental considerations required by Ex-
ecutive Order 12114 into Army plans
and activities. Emphasis will be placed
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