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consumption upon a written deter-
mination that the gathering or con-
sumption will not adversely affect park 
wildlife, the reproductive potential of a 
plant species, or otherwise adversely 
affect park resources. 

(2) The superintendent may: 
(i) Limit the size and quantity of the 

natural products that may be gathered 
or possessed for this purpose; or 

(ii) Limit the location where natural 
products may be gathered; or 

(iii) Restrict the possession and con-
sumption of natural products to the 
park area. 

(3) The following are prohibited: 
(i) Gathering or possessing undesig-

nated natural products. 
(ii) Gathering or possessing natural 

products in violation of the size or 
quantity limits designated by the su-
perintendent. 

(iii) Unauthorized removal of natural 
products from the park area. 

(iv) Gathering natural products out-
side of designated areas. 

(v) Sale or commercial use of natural 
products. 

(d) This section shall not be con-
strued as authorizing the taking, use 
or possession of fish, wildlife or plants 
for ceremonial or religious purposes, 
except where specifically authorized by 
Federal statutory law, treaty rights, or 
in accordance with § 2.2 or § 2.3.

NOTE: Regulations concerning archeo-
logical resources are found in 43 CFR part 3.

§ 2.2 Wildlife protection. 
(a) The following are prohibited: 
(1) The taking of wildlife, except by 

authorized hunting and trapping ac-
tivities conducted in accordance with 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(2) The feeding, touching, teasing, 
frightening or intentional disturbing of 
wildlife nesting, breeding or other ac-
tivities. 

(3) Possessing unlawfully taken wild-
life or portions thereof. 

(b) Hunting and trapping. (1) Hunting 
shall be allowed in park areas where 
such activity is specifically mandated 
by Federal statutory law. 

(2) Hunting may be allowed in park 
areas where such activity is specifi-
cally authorized as a discretionary ac-
tivity under Federal statutory law if 
the superintendent determines that 

such activity is consistent with public 
safety and enjoyment, and sound re-
source management principles. Such 
hunting shall be allowed pursuant to 
special regulations. 

(3) Trapping shall be allowed in park 
areas where such activity is specifi-
cally mandated by Federal statutory 
law. 

(4) Where hunting or trapping or both 
are authorized, such activities shall be 
conducted in accordance with Federal 
law and the laws of the State within 
whose exterior boundaries a park area 
or a portion thereof is located. Noncon-
flicting State laws are adopted as a 
part of these regulations. 

(c) Except in emergencies or in areas 
under the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
United States, the superintendent shall 
consult with appropriate State agen-
cies before invoking the authority of 
§ 1.5 for the purpose of restricting hunt-
ing and trapping or closing park areas 
to the taking of wildlife where such ac-
tivities are mandated or authorized by 
Federal statutory law. 

(d) The superintendent may establish 
conditions and procedures for trans-
porting lawfully taken wildlife through 
the park area. Violation of these condi-
tions and procedures is prohibited. 

(e) The Superintendent may des-
ignate all or portions of a park area as 
closed to the viewing of wildlife with 
an artificial light. Use of an artificial 
light for purposes of viewing wildlife in 
closed areas is prohibited. 

(f) Authorized persons may check 
hunting and trapping licenses and per-
mits; inspect weapons, traps and hunt-
ing and trapping gear for compliance 
with equipment restrictions; and in-
spect wildlife that has been taken for 
compliance with species, size and other 
taking restrictions. 

(g) The regulations contained in this 
section apply, regardless of land owner-
ship, on all lands and waters within a 
park area that are under the legislative 
jurisdiction of the United States. 

[48 FR 30282, June 30, 1983, as amended at 49 
FR 18450, Apr. 30, 1984; 51 FR 33264, Sept. 19, 
1986; 52 FR 35240, Sept. 18, 1987]

§ 2.3 Fishing. 

(a) Except in designated areas or as 
provided in this section, fishing shall

VerDate 0ct<31>2002 10:57 Nov 21, 2002 Jkt 197130 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\197130T.XXX 197130T



19

National Park Service, Interior § 2.4

be in accordance with the laws and reg-
ulations of the State within whose ex-
terior boundaries a park area or por-
tion thereof is located. Nonconflicting 
State laws are adopted as a part of 
these regulations. 

(b) State fishing licenses are not re-
quired in Big Bend, Crater Lake, 
Denali, Glacier, Isle Royale (inland wa-
ters only), Mammoth Cave, Mount 
Rainer, Olympic and Yellowstone Na-
tional Parks. 

(c) Except in emergencies or in areas 
under the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
United States, the superintendent shall 
consult with appropriate State agen-
cies before invoking the authority of 
§ 1.5 for the purpose of restricting or 
closing park areas to the taking of fish. 

(d) The following are prohibited: 
(1) Fishing in fresh waters in any 

manner other than by hook and line, 
with the rod or line being closely at-
tended. 

(2) Possessing or using as bait for 
fishing in fresh waters, live or dead 
minnows or other bait fish, amphib-
ians, nonpreserved fish eggs or fish roe, 
except in designated waters. Waters 
which may be so designated shall be 
limited to those where non-native spe-
cies are already established, scientific 
data indicate that the introduction of 
additional numbers or types of non-na-
tive species would not impact popu-
lations of native species adversely, and 
park management plans do not call for 
elimination of non-native species. 

(3) Chumming or placing preserved or 
fresh fish eggs, fish roe, food, fish 
parts, chemicals, or other foreign sub-
stances in fresh waters for the purpose 
of feeding or attracting fish in order 
that they may be taken. 

(4) Commercial fishing, except where 
specifically authorized by Federal stat-
utory law. 

(5) Fishing by the use of drugs, poi-
sons, explosives, or electricity. 

(6) Digging for bait, except in pri-
vately owned lands. 

(7) Failing to return carefully and 
immediately to the water from which 
it was taken a fish that does not meet 
size or species restrictions or that the 
person chooses not to keep. Fish so re-
leased shall not be included in the 
catch or possession limit: Provided, 

That at the time of catching the person 
did not possess the legal limit of fish. 

(8) Fishing from motor road bridges, 
from or within 200 feet of a public raft 
or float designated for water sports, or 
within the limits of locations des-
ignated as swimming beaches, surfing 
areas, or public boat docks, except in 
designated areas. 

(e) Except as otherwise designated, 
fishing with a net, spear, or weapon in 
the salt waters of park areas shall be in 
accordance with State law. 

(f) Authorized persons may check 
fishing licenses and permits; inspect 
creels, tackle and fishing gear for com-
pliance with equipment restrictions; 
and inspect fish that have been taken 
for compliance with species, size and 
other taking restrictions. 

(g) The regulations contained in this 
section apply, regardless of land owner-
ship, on all lands and waters within a 
park area that are under the legislative 
jurisdiction of the United States. 

[48 FR 30282, June 30, 1983, as amended at 52 
FR 35240, Sept. 18, 1987]

§ 2.4 Weapons, traps and nets. 
(a)(1) Except as otherwise provided in 

this section and parts 7 (special regula-
tions) and 13 (Alaska regulations), the 
following are prohibited: 

(i) Possessing a weapon, trap or net 
(ii) Carrying a weapon, trap or net 
(iii) Using a weapon, trap or net 
(2) Weapons, traps or nets may be 

carried, possessed or used: 
(i) At designated times and locations 

in park areas where: 
(A) The taking of wildlife is author-

ized by law in accordance with § 2.2 of 
this chapter; 

(B) The taking of fish is authorized 
by law in accordance with § 2.3 of this 
part. 

(ii) When used for target practice at 
designated times and at facilities or lo-
cations designed and constructed spe-
cifically for this purpose and des-
ignated pursuant to special regula-
tions. 

(iii) Within a residential dwelling. 
For purposes of this subparagraph 
only, the term ‘‘residential dwelling’’ 
means a fixed housing structure which 
is either the principal residence of its 
occupants, or is occupied on a regular 
and recurring basis by its occupants as
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