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(2) An act or omission affects, threat-
ens, or endangers property of the 
United States administered by the For-
est Service. 

(3) An act or omission affects, threat-
ens, or endangers a person using, or en-
gaged in the protection, improvement 
or administration of the National For-
est System or a National Forest Sys-
tem road or trail. 

(4) An act or omission occurs within 
the designated boundaries of a compo-
nent of the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System. 

(b) Nothing in this part shall pre-
clude activities as authorized by the 
Wilderness Act of 1964 or the U.S. Min-
ing Laws Act of 1872 as amended. 

[42 FR 35958, July 13, 1977, as amended at 43 
FR 32136, July 25, 1978; 46 FR 33519, June 30, 
1981; 66 FR 3218, Jan. 12, 2001]

§ 261.1a Special use authorizations, 
contracts and operating plans. 

The Chief, each Regional Forester, 
each Forest Supervisor, and each Dis-
trict Ranger or equivalent officer may 
issue special-use authorizations, award 
contracts, or approve operating plans 
authorizing the occupancy or use of a 
road, trail, area, river, lake, or other 
part of the National Forest System in 
accordance with authority which is 
delegated elsewhere in this chapter or 
in the Forest Service Manual. These 
Forest Officers may permit in the au-
thorizing document or approved plan 
an act or omission that would other-
wise be a violation of a subpart A or 
subpart C regulation or a subpart B 
order. In authorizing such uses, the 
Forest Officer may place such condi-
tions on the authorization as that offi-
cer considers necessary for the protec-
tion or administration of the National 
Forest System, or for the promotion of 
public health, safety, or welfare. 

[49 FR 25450, June 21, 1984]

§ 261.1b Penalty. 

Any violation of the prohibitions of 
this part (261) shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than $500 or imprison-
ment for not more than six months or 
both pursuant to title 16 U.S.C., section 
551, unless otherwise provided. 

[46 FR 33519, June 30, 1981]

§ 261.2 Definitions. 

The following definitions apply to 
this part: 

Archaeological resource means any 
material remains of prehistoric or his-
toric human life or activities which are 
of archaeological interest and are at 
least 50 years of age, and the physical 
site, location, or context in which they 
are found. 

Campfire means a fire, not within any 
building, mobile home or living accom-
modation mounted on a motor vehicle, 
which is used for cooking, personal 
warmth, lighting, ceremonial, or es-
thetic purposes. Fire includes campfire. 

Camping means the temporary use of 
National Forest System lands for the 
purpose of overnight occupancy with-
out a permanently-fixed structure. 

Camping equipment means the per-
sonal property used in or suitable for 
camping, and includes any vehicle used 
for transportation and all equipment in 
possession of a person camping. Food 
and beverage are not considered camp-
ing equipment. 

Cave means any naturally occurring 
void, cavity, recess, or system of inter-
connected passages beneath the surface 
of the earth or within a cliff or ledge 
and which is large enough to permit a 
person to enter, whether the entrance 
is excavated or naturally formed. Such 
term shall include any natural pit, 
sinkhole, or other opening which is an 
extensive of a cave entrance or which 
is an integral part of the cave. 

Cave resources mean any materials or 
substances occurring in caves includ-
ing, but not limited to, biotic, cultural, 
mineralogic, paleontologic, geologic, 
and hydrologic resources. 

Commercial use or activity— any use or 
activity on National Forest System 
lands (a) where an entry or participa-
tion fee is charged, or (b) where the pri-
mary purpose is the sale of a good or 
service, and in either case, regardless 
of whether the use or activity is in-
tended to produce a profit. 

Damaging means to injure, mutilate, 
deface, destroy, cut, chop, girdle, dig, 
excavate, kill or in any way harm or 
disturb. 

Developed recreation site means an 
area which has been improved or devel-
oped for recreation.
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