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nature, variety, complexity, type and 
scope of the work. 

(2) The Office of Personnel Manage-
ment’s ‘‘Qualification Standards for 
Positions under the General Schedule 
(Handbook X–118)’’ (U.S. Government 
Printing Office, stock No. 906–030–00000–
4 (1986)) establish educational, experi-
ence and training requirements for em-
ployment with the Federal Govern-
ment under the various occupational 
series. A graduate degree in museum 
science or applicable subject matter, or 
equivalent training and experience, and 
three years of professional experience 
are required for museum positions at 
grades GS–11 and above. 

(3) The ‘‘Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards and Guidelines for Arche-
ology and Historic Preservation’’ (48 
FR 44716, Sept. 29, 1983) provide tech-
nical advice about archeological and 
historic preservation activities and 
methods for use by Federal, State and 
local Governments and others. One sec-
tion presents qualification standards 
for a number of historic preservation 
professions. While no standards are 
presented for collections managers, 
museum curators or technicians, 
standards are presented for other pro-
fessions (i.e., historians, archeologists, 
architectural historians, architects, 
and historic architects) that may have 
collateral museum duties. 

(4) Copies of the Office of Personnel 
Management’s standards, including 
subscriptions for subsequent updates, 
may be purchased from the Super-
intendent of Documents, U.S. Govern-
ment Printing Office, Washington, DC 
20402. Copies may be inspected at the 
Office of Personnel Management’s Li-
brary, 1900 E Street NW., Washington, 
DC, at any regional or area office of 
the Office of Personnel Management, 
at any Federal Job Information Center, 
and at any personnel office of any Fed-
eral agency. Copies of the ‘‘Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards and Guide-
lines for Archeology and Historic Pres-
ervation’’ are available at no charge 
from the Interagency Resources Divi-
sion, National Park Service, P.O. Box 
37127, Washington, DC 20013–7127. 

(i) Religious remains means material 
remains that the Federal Agency Offi-
cial has determined are of traditional 
religious or sacred importance to an 

Indian tribe or other group because of 
customary use in religious rituals or 
spiritual activities. The Federal Agen-
cy Official makes this determination in 
consultation with appropriate Indian 
tribes or other groups. 

(j) Repository means a facility such as 
a museum, archeological center, lab-
oratory or storage facility managed by 
a university, college, museum, other 
educational or scientific institution, a 
Federal, State or local Government 
agency or Indian tribe that can provide 
professional, systematic and account-
able curatorial services on a long-term 
basis. 

(k) Repository Official means any offi-
cer, employee or agent officially rep-
resenting the repository that is pro-
viding curatorial services for a collec-
tion that is subject to this part. 

(l) Tribal Official means the chief ex-
ecutive officer or any officer, employee 
or agent officially representing the In-
dian tribe. 

[55 FR 37630, Sept. 12, 1990; 55 FR 41639, Oct. 
10, 1990]

§ 79.5 Management and preservation 
of collections. 

The Federal Agency Official is re-
sponsible for the long-term manage-
ment and preservation of preexisting 
and new collections subject to this 
part. Such collections shall be placed 
in a repository with adequate long-
term curatorial capabilities, as set 
forth in § 79.9 of this part, appropriate 
to the nature and content of the collec-
tions. 

(a) Preexisting collections. The Federal 
Agency Official is responsible for en-
suring that preexisting collections, 
meaning those collections that are 
placed in repositories prior to the ef-
fective date of this rule, are being prop-
erly managed and preserved. The Fed-
eral Agency Official shall identify such 
repositories, and review and evaluate 
the curatorial services that are being 
provided to preexisting collections. 
When the Federal Agency Official de-
termines that such a repository does 
not have the capability to provide ade-
quate long-term curatorial services, as 
set forth in § 79.9 of this part, the Fed-
eral Agency Official may either: 

(1) Enter into or amend an existing 
contract, memorandum, agreement or
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other appropriate written instrument 
for curatorial services for the purpose 
of: 

(i) Identifying specific actions that 
shall be taken by the repository, the 
Federal agency or other appropriate 
party to eliminate the inadequacies; 

(ii) Specifying a reasonable period of 
time and a schedule within which the 
actions shall be completed; and 

(iii) Specifying any necessary funds 
or services that shall be provided by 
the repository, the Federal agency or 
other appropriate party to complete 
the actions; or 

(2) Remove the collections from the 
repository and deposit them in another 
repository that can provide such serv-
ices in accordance with the regulations 
in this part. Prior to moving any col-
lection that is from Indian lands, the 
Federal Agency Official must obtain 
the written consent of the Indian land-
owner and the Indian tribe having ju-
risdiction over the lands. 

(b) New collections. The Federal Agen-
cy Official shall deposit a collection in 
a repository upon determining that: 

(1) The repository has the capability 
to provide adequate long-term curato-
rial services, as set forth in § 79.9 of 
this part; 

(2) The repository’s facilities, written 
curatorial policies and operating proce-
dures are consistent with the regula-
tions in this part; 

(3) The repository has certified, in 
writing, that the collection shall be 
cared for, maintained and made acces-
sible in accordance with the regula-
tions in this part and any terms and 
conditions that are specified by the 
Federal Agency Official; 

(4) When the collection is from Indian 
lands, written consent to the disposi-
tion has been obtained from the Indian 
landowner and the Indian tribe having 
jurisdiction over the lands; and 

(5) The initial processing of the ma-
terial remains (including appropriate 
cleaning, sorting, labeling, cataloging, 
stabilizing and packaging) has been 
completed, and associated records have 
been prepared and organized in accord-
ance with the repository’s processing 
and documentation procedures. 

(c) Retention of records by Federal 
agencies. The Federal Agency Official 
shall maintain administrative records 

on the disposition of each collection in-
cluding, but not limited to: 

(1) The name and location of the re-
pository where the collection is depos-
ited; 

(2) A copy of the contract, memo-
randum, agreement or other appro-
priate written instrument, and any 
subsequent amendments, between the 
Federal agency, the repository and any 
other party for curatorial services; 

(3) A catalog list of the contents of 
the collection that is deposited in the 
repository; 

(4) A list of any other Federal per-
sonal property that is furnished to the 
repository as a part of the contract, 
memorandum, agreement or other ap-
propriate written instrument for cura-
torial services; 

(5) Copies of reports documenting in-
spections, inventories and investiga-
tions of loss, damage or destruction 
that are conducted pursuant to § 79.11 
of this part; and 

(6) Any subsequent permanent trans-
fer of the collection (or a part thereof) 
to another repository.

§ 79.6 Methods to secure curatorial 
services. 

(a) Federal agencies may secure cura-
torial services using a variety of meth-
ods, subject to Federal procurement 
and property management statutes, 
regulations, and any agency-specific 
statutes and regulations on the man-
agement of museum collections. Meth-
ods that may be used by Federal agen-
cies to secure curatorial services in-
clude, but are not limited to: 

(1) Placing the collection in a reposi-
tory that is owned, leased or otherwise 
operated by the Federal agency; 

(2) Entering into a contract or pur-
chase order with a repository for cura-
torial services; 

(3) Entering into a cooperative agree-
ment, a memorandum of under-
standing, a memorandum of agreement 
or other agreement, as appropriate, 
with a State, local or Indian tribal re-
pository, a university, museum or 
other scientific or educational institu-
tion that operates or manages a reposi-
tory, for curatorial services; 

(4) Entering into an interagency 
agreement with another Federal agen-
cy for curatorial services;
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