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§9.1 Definitions.

The following definitions are in addi-
tion to those definitions in 38 U.S.C.
101 and 1965:

(a) The term policy means Group Pol-
icy No. G-32000, which was effective
September 29, 1965, purchased from the
insurer pursuant to 38 U.S.C. 1966, exe-
cuted and attested on December 30,
1965, and amended thereafter.

(b) The term administrative office
means the Office of Servicemembers’
Group Life Insurance located at 213
Washington Street, Newark, NJ 07102.

(c) The term insurer means the com-
mercial life insurance company or
companies selected under 38 U.S.C. 1966
to provide insurance coverage specified
in the policy.

(d) The term reinsurer means any life
insurance company meeting all the cri-
teria set forth in §9.10 which reinsures
a portion of the total amount of insur-
ance covered by the policy and issues
individual life insurance policies to
members under the provisions of 38
U.S.C. 1968(b) and 1977(e).

(e) The term converter means any life
insurance company meeting all the cri-
teria set forth in §9.10 which issues in-
dividual life insurance policies to mem-
bers under the provisions of 38 U.S.C.
1968(b) and 1977(e).
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(f) The term coverage means
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance
or Veterans’ Group Life Insurance pay-
able upon death occurring while the
member is insured under the policy.

(g) The term termination of duty
means (1) In the case of active duty or
active duty for training being per-
formed under a call or order that does
not specify a period of less than 31
days-discharge, release or separation
from such duty.

(2) In the case of other duty—the
member’s release from his or her obli-
gation to perform any duty in his or
her uniformed service (active duty, or
active duty for training or inactive
duty training) whether arising from
limitations included in a contract of
enlistment or similar form of obliga-
tion or arising from resignation, retire-
ment or other voluntary action by
which the obligation to perform such
duty ceases.

(h) The term break in service means
the situation(s) in which: (1) A member
terminates duty or obligation to per-
form duty in one service and enters on
duty or assumes the obligation to per-
form duty in another uniformed serv-
ice, regardless of the length of time in-
tervening.

(2) A member reenters on duty or re-
sumes an obligation to perform duty as
a Reserve in the same uniformed serv-
ice and 1 calendar day or more has
elapsed following termination of the
prior period of duty or obligation to
perform duty.

(1) The term disability means any type
of injury or disease whether mental or
physical.

(j) The term total disability means any
impairment of mind or body which con-
tinuously renders it impossible for the
insured to follow any substantially
gainful occupation. Without prejudice
to any other cause of disability, the
permanent loss of the use of both feet,
of both hands, or of both eyes, or of one
foot and one hand, or of one foot and
one eye, or of one hand and one eye, or
the total loss of hearing of both ears,
or the organic loss of speech shall be
deemed to be total disability. Organic
loss of speech will mean the loss of the
ability to express oneself, both by voice
and whisper, through the normal or-
gans of speech if such loss is caused by
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organic changes in such organs. Where
such loss exists, the fact that some
speech can be produced through the use
of an artificial appliance or other or-
gans of the body will be disregarded.

[40 FR 4135, Jan. 28, 1975, as amended at 53
FR 17698, May 18, 1988; 61 FR 20135, May 6,
1996]

§9.2 Effective date; applications.

(a) The effective date of
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance
will be in accordance with provisions
set forth in 38 U.S.C. 1967.

(b) The effective date of Veterans’
Group Life Insurance will be as follows:

(1) For members whose
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance
coverage ceases under 38 U.S.C. 1968
(a)(1)(A) and 38 U.S.C. 1968(a)(4), the ef-
fective date shall be the 121st day after
termination of duty. An application
and the initial premium must be re-
ceived by the administrative office
within 120 days following termination
of duty or separation or release from
such assignment.

(2) For members whose
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance
coverage was extended because of total
disability, the effective date shall be
the day following the end of the 1-year
period of extended coverage or the day
following the end of the total dis-
ability, whichever is the earlier date,
but in no event before the 121st day fol-
lowing termination of duty. An appli-
cation and the initial premium must be
received by the administrative office
within 1 year following termination of
duty.

(3) For members who qualify for cov-
erage under 38 U.S.C. 1967(b), the effec-
tive date shall be the 121st day after
termination of duty. An application,
the initial premium, and proof of dis-
ability must be received by the admin-
istrative office within 120 days fol-
lowing termination of duty.

(4) For members of the Individual
Ready Reserve or the Inactive National
Guard, the effective date shall be the
date an application and the initial pre-
mium are received by the administra-
tive office. The application and initial
premium must be received by the ad-
ministrative office within 120 days of

§9.3

becoming a member of either organiza-
tion.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1977(e))

(c) If either an application or the ini-
tial premium has not been received by
the administrative office within the
time limits set forth above,
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance
or Veterans’ Group Life Insurance cov-
erage may still be granted if an appli-
cation, the initial premium, and evi-
dence of insurability are received by
the administrative office within 1 year
and 120 days following termination of
duty.

(d) The effective date for
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance
or Veterans’ Group Life Insurance in
any case not otherwise covered under
this section or under 38 U.S.C. 1967(a)
shall be the date an application and the
initial premium are received by the ad-
ministrative office.

(e) For purposes of this section, an
application, an initial premium, and
any evidence necessary to effect
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance
or Veterans’ Group Life Insurance cov-
erage will be considered to have been
received by the administrative office if:

(1) They are properly addressed to
the administrative office, and

(2) The proper postage is affixed, and

(3) They are legibly postmarked with-
in the time limit required for receipt
by the administrative office.

[61 FR 20135, May 6, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 35970, July 3, 1997]

§9.3 Waiver or reduction of coverage.

(a) Full-time coverage which is in ef-
fect will terminate or be reduced at
midnight of the last day of the month
a member’s written notice requesting
such termination or reduction is re-
ceived by his or her uniformed service.
In the case of a member paying pre-
miums directly to the administrative
office, full-time coverage will termi-
nate or be reduced as of the last day of
the month for which the last full pre-
mium was paid. Termination or reduc-
tion of coverage is effective for the en-
tire remaining period of active duty
unless the member reinstates his or her
coverage under the provisions of 38
U.S.C. 1967(c). If, following termination
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