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Environmental Protection Agency § 122.22

§ 122.22 Signatories to permit applica-
tions and reports (applicable to 
State programs, see § 123.25). 

(a) Applications. All permit applica-
tions shall be signed as follows: 

(1) For a corporation. By a responsible 
corporate officer. For the purpose of 
this section, a responsible corporate of-
ficer means: (i) A president, secretary, 
treasurer, or vice-president of the cor-
poration in charge of a principal busi-
ness function, or any other person who 
perfoms similar policy- or decision-
making functions for the corporation, 
or (ii) the manager of one or more man-
ufacturing, production, or operating fa-
cilities, provided, the manager is au-
thorized to make management deci-
sions which govern the operation of the 
regulated facility including having the 
explicit or implicit duty of making 
major capital investment recommenda-
tions, and initiating and directing 
other comprehensive measures to as-
sure long term environmental compli-
ance with environmental laws and reg-
ulations; the manager can ensure that 
the necessary systems are established 
or actions taken to gather complete 
and accurate information for permit 
application requirements; and where 
authority to sign documents has been 
assigned or delegated to the manager 
in accordance with corporate proce-
dures.

NOTE: EPA does not require specific assign-
ments or delegations of authority to respon-
sible corporate officers identified in 
§ 122.22(a)(1)(i). The Agency will presume that 
these responsible corporate officers have the 
requisite authority to sign permit applica-
tions unless the corporation has notified the 
Director to the contrary. Corporate proce-
dures governing authority to sign permit ap-
plications may provide for assignment or 
delegation to applicable corporate positions 
under § 122.22(a)(1)(ii) rather than to specific 
individuals.

(2) For a partnership or sole proprietor-
ship. By a general partner or the pro-
prietor, respectively; or 

(3) For a municipality, State, Federal, 
or other public agency. By either a prin-
cipal executive officer or ranking elect-
ed official. For purposes of this section, 
a principal executive officer of a Fed-
eral agency includes: (i) The chief exec-
utive officer of the agency, or (ii) a 
senior executive officer having respon-

sibility for the overall operations of a 
principal geographic unit of the agency 
(e.g., Regional Administrators of EPA). 

(b) All reports required by permits, 
and other information requested by the 
Director shall be signed by a person de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section, 
or by a duly authorized representative 
of that person. A person is a duly au-
thorized representative only if: 

(1) The authorization is made in writ-
ing by a person described in paragraph 
(a) of this section; 

(2) The authorization specifies either 
an individual or a position having re-
sponsibility for the overall operation of 
the regulated facility or activity such 
as the position of plant manager, oper-
ator of a well or a well field, super-
intendent, position of equivalent re-
sponsibility, or an individual or posi-
tion having overall responsibility for 
environmental matters for the com-
pany, (A duly authorized representa-
tive may thus be either a named indi-
vidual or any individual occupying a 
named position.) and, 

(3) The written authorization is sub-
mitted to the Director. 

(c) Changes to authorization. If an au-
thorization under paragraph (b) of this 
section is no longer accurate because a 
different individual or position has re-
sponsibility for the overall operation of 
the facility, a new authorization satis-
fying the requirements of paragraph (b) 
of this section must be submitted to 
the Director prior to or together with 
any reports, information, or applica-
tions to be signed by an authorized rep-
resentative. 

(d) Certification. Any person signing a 
document under paragraph (a) or (b) of 
this section shall make the following 
certification:

I certify under penalty of law that this 
document and all attachments were prepared 
under my direction or supervision in accord-
ance with a system designed to assure that 
qualified personnel properly gather and 
evaluate the information submitted. Based 
on my inquiry of the person or persons who 
manage the system, or those persons directly 
responsible for gathering the information, 
the information submitted is, to the best of 
my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and 
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complete. I am aware that there are signifi-
cant penalties for submitting false informa-
tion, including the possibility of fine and im-
prisonment for knowing violations.

(Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), Safe 
Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.), 
Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.), Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act (42 
U.S.C. 6901 et seq.)) 

[48 FR 14153, Apr. 1, 1983, as amended at 48 
FR 39619, Sept. 1, 1983; 49 FR 38047, Sept. 29, 
1984; 50 FR 6941, Feb. 19, 1985; 55 FR 48063, 
Nov. 16, 1990; 65 FR 30907, May 15, 2000]

§ 122.23 Concentrated animal feeding 
operations (applicable to State 
NPDES programs, see § 123.25). 

(a) Permit requirement. Concentrated 
animal feeding operations are point 
sources subject to the NPDES permit 
program. 

(b) Definitions. (1) Animal feeding oper-
ation means a lot or facility (other 
than an aquatic animal production fa-
cility) where the following conditions 
are met: 

(i) Animals (other than aquatic ani-
mals) have been, are, or will be stabled 
or confined and fed or maintained for a 
total of 45 days or more in any 12-
month period, and 

(ii) Crops, vegetation forage growth, 
or post-harvest residues are not sus-
tained in the normal growing season 
over any portion of the lot or facility. 

(2) Two or more animal feeding oper-
ations under common ownership are 
considered, for the purposes of these 
regulations, to be a single animal feed-
ing operation if they adjoin each other 
or if they use a common area or system 
for the disposal of wastes. 

(3) Concentrated animal feeding oper-
ation means an ‘‘animal feeding oper-
ation’’ which meets the criteria in ap-
pendix B of this part, or which the Di-
rector designates under paragraph (c) 
of this section. 

(c) Case-by-case designation of con-
centrated animal feeding operations. (1) 
The Director may designate any ani-
mal feeding operation as a con-
centrated animal feeding operation 
upon determining that it is a signifi-
cant contributor of pollution to the 
waters of the United States. In making 
this designation the Director shall con-
sider the following factors: 

(i) The size of the animal feeding op-
eration and the amount of wastes 
reaching waters of the United States; 

(ii) The location of the animal feed-
ing operation relative to waters of the 
United States; 

(iii) The means of conveyance of ani-
mal wastes and process waste waters 
into waters of the United States; 

(iv) The slope, vegetation, rainfall, 
and other factors affecting the likeli-
hood or frequency of discharge of ani-
mal wastes and process waste waters 
into waters of the United States; and 

(v) Other relevant factors. 
(2) No animal feeding operation with 

less than the numbers of animals set 
forth in appendix B of this part shall be 
designated as a concentrated animal 
feeding operation unless: 

(i) Pollutants are discharged into wa-
ters of the United States through a 
manmade ditch, flushing system, or 
other similar manmade device; or 

(ii) Pollutants are discharged di-
rectly into waters of the United States 
which originate outside of the facility 
and pass over, across, or through the 
facility or otherwise come into direct 
contact with the animals confined in 
the operation. 

(3) A permit application shall not be 
required from a concentrated animal 
feeding operation designated under this 
paragraph until the Director has con-
ducted an on-site inspection of the op-
eration and determined that the oper-
ation should and could be regulated 
under the permit program.

§ 122.24 Concentrated aquatic animal 
production facilities (applicable to 
State NPDES programs, see 
§ 123.25). 

(a) Permit requirement. Concentrated 
aquatic animal production facilities, as 
defined in this section, are point 
sources subject to the NPDES permit 
program. 

(b) Definition. Concentrated aquatic 
animal production facility means a 
hatchery, fish farm, or other facility 
which meets the criteria in appendix C 
of this part, or which the Director des-
ignates under paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion. 

(c) Case-by-case designation of con-
centrated aquatic animal production fa-
cilities. (1) The Director may designate 
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