Environmental Protection Agency

Subpart B—General Program
Requirements

§144.11 Prohibition of wunauthorized
injection.

Any underground injection, except
into a well authorized by rule or except
as authorized by permit issued under
the UIC program, is prohibited. The
construction of any well required to
have a permit is prohibited until the
permit has been issued.

[48 FR 14189, Apr. 1, 1983, as amended at 58
FR 63895, Dec. 3, 1993]

§144.12 Prohibition of movement of
fluid into underground sources of
drinking water.

(a) No owner or operator shall con-
struct, operate, maintain, convert,
plug, abandon, or conduct any other in-
jection activity in a manner that al-
lows the movement of fluid containing
any contaminant into underground
sources of drinking water, if the pres-
ence of that contaminant may cause a
violation of any primary drinking
water regulation under 40 CFR part 142
or may otherwise adversely affect the
health of persons. The applicant for a
permit shall have the burden of show-
ing that the requirements of this para-
graph are met.

(b) For Class I, IT and III wells, if any
water quality monitoring of an under-
ground source of drinking water indi-
cates the movement of any contami-
nant into the underground source of
drinking water, except as authorized
under part 146, the Director shall pre-
scribe such additional requirements for
construction, corrective action, oper-
ation, monitoring, or reporting (includ-
ing closure of the injection well) as are
necessary to prevent such movement.
In the case of wells authorized by per-
mit, these additional requirements
shall be imposed by modifying the per-
mit in accordance with §144.39, or the
permit may be terminated under
§144.40 if cause exists, or appropriate
enforcement action may be taken if the
permit has been violated. In the case of
wells authorized by rule, see §§144.21
through 144.24. For EPA administered
programs, such enforcement action
shall be taken in accordance with ap-
propriate sections of the SDWA.

§144.13

(c) For Class V wells, if at any time
the Director learns that a Class V well
may cause a violation of primary
drinking water regulations under 40
CFR part 142, he or she shall:

(1) Require the injector to obtain an
individual permit;

(2) Order the injector to take such ac-
tions (including, where required, clo-
sure of the injection well) as may be
necessary to prevent the violation. For
EPA administered programs, such or-
ders shall be issued in accordance with
the appropriate provisions of the
SDWA; or

(3) Take enforcement action.

(d) Whenever the Director learns that
a Class V well may be otherwise ad-
versely affecting the health of persons,
he or she may prescribe such actions as
may be necessary to prevent the ad-
verse effect, including any action au-
thorized under paragraph (c) of this
section.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this section, the Director may
take emergency action upon receipt of
information that a contaminant which
is present in or likely to enter a public
water system or underground source of
drinking water may present an immi-
nent and substantial endangerment to
the health of persons. If the Director is
an EPA official, he must first deter-
mine that the appropriate State and
local authorities have not taken appro-
priate action to protect the health of
such persons, before taking emergency
action.

[48 FR 14189, Apr. 1, 1983, as amended at 52
FR 20676, June 2, 1987]

§144.13 Prohibition of Class IV wells.

(a) The following are prohibited, ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (c) of
this section:

(1) The construction of any Class IV
well.

(2) The operation or maintenance of
any Class IV well not in operation
prior to July 18, 1980.

(3) The operation or maintenance of
any Class IV well that was in operation
prior to July 18, 1980, after six months
following the effective date of a UIC
program approved or promulgated for
the state.

(4) Any increase in the amount of
hazardous waste or change in the type
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