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§ 1501.2 Apply NEPA early in the proc-
ess. 

Agencies shall integrate the NEPA 
process with other planning at the ear-
liest possible time to insure that plan-
ning and decisions reflect environ-
mental values, to avoid delays later in 
the process, and to head off potential 
conflicts. Each agency shall: 

(a) Comply with the mandate of sec-
tion 102(2)(A) to ‘‘utilize a systematic, 
interdisciplinary approach which will 
insure the integrated use of the natural 
and social sciences and the environ-
mental design arts in planning and in 
decisionmaking which may have an im-
pact on man’s environment,’’ as speci-
fied by § 1507.2. 

(b) Identify environmental effects 
and values in adequate detail so they 
can be compared to economic and tech-
nical analyses. Environmental docu-
ments and appropriate analyses shall 
be circulated and reviewed at the same 
time as other planning documents. 

(c) Study, develop, and describe ap-
propriate alternatives to recommended 
courses of action in any proposal which 
involves unresolved conflicts con-
cerning alternative uses of available 
resources as provided by section 
102(2)(E) of the Act. 

(d) Provide for cases where actions 
are planned by private applicants or 
other non-Federal entities before Fed-
eral involvement so that: 

(1) Policies or designated staff are 
available to advise potential applicants 
of studies or other information 
foreseeably required for later Federal 
action. 

(2) The Federal agency consults early 
with appropriate State and local agen-
cies and Indian tribes and with inter-
ested private persons and organizations 
when its own involvement is reason-
ably foreseeable. 

(3) The Federal agency commences 
its NEPA process at the earliest pos-
sible time.

§ 1501.3 When to prepare an environ-
mental assessment. 

(a) Agencies shall prepare an environ-
mental assessment (§ 1508.9) when nec-
essary under the procedures adopted by 
individual agencies to supplement 
these regulations as described in 
§ 1507.3. An assessment is not necessary 

if the agency has decided to prepare an 
environmental impact statement. 

(b) Agencies may prepare an environ-
mental assessment on any action at 
any time in order to assist agency 
planning and decisionmaking.

§ 1501.4 Whether to prepare an envi-
ronmental impact statement. 

In determining whether to prepare an 
environmental impact statement the 
Federal agency shall: 

(a) Determine under its procedures 
supplementing these regulations (de-
scribed in § 1507.3) whether the proposal 
is one which: 

(1) Normally requires an environ-
mental impact statement, or 

(2) Normally does not require either 
an environmental impact statement or 
an environmental assessment (categor-
ical exclusion). 

(b) If the proposed action is not cov-
ered by paragraph (a) of this section, 
prepare an environmental assessment 
(§ 1508.9). The agency shall involve envi-
ronmental agencies, applicants, and 
the public, to the extent practicable, in 
preparing assessments required by 
§ 1508.9(a)(1). 

(c) Based on the environmental as-
sessment make its determination 
whether to prepare an environmental 
impact statement. 

(d) Commence the scoping process 
(§ 1501.7), if the agency will prepare an 
environmental impact statement. 

(e) Prepare a finding of no significant 
impact (§ 1508.13), if the agency deter-
mines on the basis of the environ-
mental assessment not to prepare a 
statement. 

(1) The agency shall make the finding 
of no significant impact available to 
the affected public as specified in 
§ 1506.6. 

(2) In certain limited circumstances, 
which the agency may cover in its pro-
cedures under § 1507.3, the agency shall 
make the finding of no significant im-
pact available for public review (in-
cluding State and areawide clearing-
houses) for 30 days before the agency 
makes its final determination whether 
to prepare an environmental impact 
statement and before the action may 
begin. The circumstances are: 
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