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in the areas where the agency has ju-
risdiction by law or special expertise or 
is authorized to develop and enforce en-
vironmental standards. 

(d) Study, develop, and describe al-
ternatives to recommended courses of 
action in any proposal which involves 
unresolved conflicts concerning alter-
native uses of available resources. This 
requirement of section 102(2)(E) ex-
tends to all such proposals, not just the 
more limited scope of section 
102(2)(C)(iii) where the discussion of al-
ternatives is confined to impact state-
ments. 

(e) Comply with the requirements of 
section 102(2)(H) that the agency ini-
tiate and utilize ecological information 
in the planning and development of re-
source-oriented projects. 

(f) Fulfill the requirements of sec-
tions 102(2)(F), 102(2)(G), and 102(2)(I), 
of the Act and of Executive Order 11514, 
Protection and Enhancement of Envi-
ronmental Quality, Sec. 2.

§ 1507.3 Agency procedures. 
(a) Not later than eight months after 

publication of these regulations as fi-
nally adopted in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER, or five months after the estab-
lishment of an agency, whichever shall 
come later, each agency shall as nec-
essary adopt procedures to supplement 
these regulations. When the agency is a 
department, major subunits are en-
couraged (with the consent of the de-
partment) to adopt their own proce-
dures. Such procedures shall not para-
phrase these regulations. They shall 
confine themselves to implementing 
procedures. Each agency shall consult 
with the Council while developing its 
procedures and before publishing them 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER for comment. 
Agencies with similar programs should 
consult with each other and the Coun-
cil to coordinate their procedures, es-
pecially for programs requesting simi-
lar information from applicants. The 
procedures shall be adopted only after 
an opportunity for public review and 
after review by the Council for con-
formity with the Act and these regula-
tions. The Council shall complete its 
review within 30 days. Once in effect 
they shall be filed with the Council and 
made readily available to the public. 
Agencies are encouraged to publish ex-

planatory guidance for these regula-
tions and their own procedures. Agen-
cies shall continue to review their poli-
cies and procedures and in consultation 
with the Council to revise them as nec-
essary to ensure full compliance with 
the purposes and provisions of the Act. 

(b) Agency procedures shall comply 
with these regulations except where 
compliance would be inconsistent with 
statutory requirements and shall in-
clude: 

(1) Those procedures required by 
§§ 1501.2(d), 1502.9(c)(3), 1505.1, 1506.6(e), 
and 1508.4. 

(2) Specific criteria for and identi-
fication of those typical classes of ac-
tion: 

(i) Which normally do require envi-
ronmental impact statements. 

(ii) Which normally do not require ei-
ther an environmental impact state-
ment or an environmental assessment 
(categorical exclusions (§ 1508.4)). 

(iii) Which normally require environ-
mental assessments but not necessarily 
environmental impact statements. 

(c) Agency procedures may include 
specific criteria for providing limited 
exceptions to the provisions of these 
regulations for classified proposals. 
They are proposed actions which are 
specifically authorized under criteria 
established by an Executive Order or 
statute to be kept secret in the inter-
est of national defense or foreign pol-
icy and are in fact properly classified 
pursuant to such Executive Order or 
statute. Environmental assessments 
and environmental impact statements 
which address classified proposals may 
be safeguarded and restricted from pub-
lic dissemination in accordance with 
agencies’ own regulations applicable to 
classified information. These docu-
ments may be organized so that classi-
fied portions can be included as an-
nexes, in order that the unclassified 
portions can be made available to the 
public. 

(d) Agency procedures may provide 
for periods of time other than those 
presented in § 1506.10 when necessary to 
comply with other specific statutory 
requirements. 

(e) Agency procedures may provide 
that where there is a lengthy period be-
tween the agency’s decision to prepare 
an environmental impact statement 
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and the time of actual preparation, the 
notice of intent required by § 1501.7 
may be published at a reasonable time 
in advance of preparation of the draft 
statement.

PART 1508—TERMINOLOGY AND 
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AUTHORITY: NEPA, the Environmental 
Quality Improvement Act of 1970, as amend-
ed (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.), sec. 309 of the Clean 
Air Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 7609), and E.O. 
11514 (Mar. 5, 1970, as amended by E.O. 11991, 
May 24, 1977).

SOURCE: 43 FR 56003, Nov. 29, 1978, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 1508.1 Terminology. 
The terminology of this part shall be 

uniform throughout the Federal Gov-
ernment.

§ 1508.2 Act. 
Act means the National Environ-

mental Policy Act, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 4321, et seq.) which is also re-
ferred to as ‘‘NEPA.’’

§ 1508.3 Affecting. 
Affecting means will or may have an 

effect on.

§ 1508.4 Categorical exclusion. 

Categorical exclusion means a cat-
egory of actions which do not individ-
ually or cumulatively have a signifi-
cant effect on the human environment 
and which have been found to have no 
such effect in procedures adopted by a 
Federal agency in implementation of 
these regulations (§ 1507.3) and for 
which, therefore, neither an environ-
mental assessment nor an environ-
mental impact statement is required. 
An agency may decide in its procedures 
or otherwise, to prepare environmental 
assessments for the reasons stated in 
§ 1508.9 even though it is not required to 
do so. Any procedures under this sec-
tion shall provide for extraordinary 
circumstances in which a normally ex-
cluded action may have a significant 
environmental effect.

§ 1508.5 Cooperating agency. 

Cooperating agency means any Fed-
eral agency other than a lead agency 
which has jurisdiction by law or special 
expertise with respect to any environ-
mental impact involved in a proposal 
(or a reasonable alternative) for legis-
lation or other major Federal action 
significantly affecting the quality of 
the human environment. The selection 
and responsibilities of a cooperating 
agency are described in § 1501.6. A State 
or local agency of similar qualifica-
tions or, when the effects are on a res-
ervation, an Indian Tribe, may by 
agreement with the lead agency be-
come a cooperating agency.

§ 1508.6 Council. 

Council means the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality established by title 
II of the Act.

§ 1508.7 Cumulative impact. 

Cumulative impact is the impact on 
the environment which results from 
the incremental impact of the action 
when added to other past, present, and 
reasonably foreseeable future actions 
regardless of what agency (Federal or 
non-Federal) or person undertakes such 
other actions. Cumulative impacts can 
result from individually minor but col-
lectively significant actions taking 
place over a period of time.
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