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Council participating in a vote shall be 
recorded and no proxies shall be al-
lowed. 

(b) Whenever any person whose inter-
est may be directly affected by a por-
tion of a meeting requests that the 
Council close that portion to public ob-
servation for any of the reasons re-
ferred to in § 1517.4(a) the Council, upon 
request of any of the members of the 
Council, shall decide by recorded vote 
whether to close that portion of the 
meeting. 

(c) For every meeting or portion 
thereof closed under this part, the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Council before such 
meeting is closed shall publicly certify 
that, in his or her opinion, the meeting 
may properly be closed to the public 
stating each relevant exemptive provi-
sion. The Council shall retain a copy of 
the General Counsel’s certification, to-
gether with a statement from the pre-
siding officer of the meeting setting 
forth the time and place of the meeting 
and listing the persons present. 

(d) Within one day of any vote taken 
on a proposal to close a meeting, the 
Council shall make publicly available a 
record reflecting the vote of each mem-
ber on the question. In addition, within 
one day of any vote which closes a por-
tion or portions of a meeting to the 
public, the Council shall make publicly 
available a full written explanation of 
its closure action together with a list 
naming all persons expected to attend 
and identifying their affiliation, unless 
such disclosure would reveal the infor-
mation that the meeting itself was 
closed to protect. 

(e) Following any announcement that 
the Council intends to close a meeting 
or portion thereof, any person may 
make a request that the meeting or 
portion thereof be opened. Such re-
quest shall be made of the Chairman of 
the Council who shall ensure that the 
request is circulated to all members of 
the Council on the same business day 
on which it is received. The request 
shall set forth the reasons why the re-
questor believes the meeting should be 
open. The Council upon the request of 
any member or its General Counsel, 
shall vote on the request.

§ 1517.6 Notice of meetings. 
(a) Except as otherwise provided in 

this section, the Council shall make a 
public announcement at least one week 
before a meeting, to include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Time, place, and subject matter of 
the meeting; 

(2) Whether the meeting is to be open 
or closed; and 

(3) Name and telephone number of 
the official who will respond to re-
quests for information about the meet-
ing. 

(b) A majority of the members of the 
Council may determine by recorded 
vote that the business of the Council 
requires a meeting to be called with 
less than one week’s notice. At the ear-
liest practicable time, the Council 
shall publicly announce the time, place 
and subject matter of the meeting, and 
whether or not it is to be open or 
closed to the public. 

(c) If announcement of the subject 
matter of a closed meeting would re-
veal the information that the meeting 
itself was closed to protect, the subject 
matter shall not be announced. 

(d) Following the public announce-
ment required by paragraph (a) or (b) 
of this section: 

(1) A majority of the members of the 
Council may change the time or place 
of a meeting. At the earliest prac-
ticable time, the Council shall publicly 
announce the change. 

(2) A majority of the entire member-
ship of the Council may change the 
subject matter of a meeting, or the de-
termination to open or close a meeting 
to the public, if it determines by a re-
corded vote that the change is required 
by the business of the Council and that 
no earlier announcement of the change 
was possible. At the earliest prac-
ticable time, the Council shall publicly 
announce the change, and the vote of 
each member upon the change. 

(e) Individuals or organizations hav-
ing a special interest in activities of 
the Council may request the Council to 
place them on a mailing list for receipt 
of information available under this sec-
tion. 

(f) Following public announcement of 
a meeting, the time or place of a meet-
ing may be changed only if the change 
is announced publicly at the earliest 
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practicable time. The subject matter of 
a meeting or the determination to open 
or close a meeting may be changed fol-
lowing public announcement of a meet-
ing only if both of the following condi-
tions are met: 

(1) There must be a recorded vote of 
a majority of the Council that the busi-
ness of the Council requires the change 
and that no earlier announcement of 
such change was possible; and 

(2) There must be a public announce-
ment of the change and of the indi-
vidual Council members’ votes at the 
earliest practicable time. 

(g) Immediately following each pub-
lic announcement required by this sec-
tion, the following information, as ap-
plicable, shall be submitted for publi-
cation in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(1) Notice of the time, place, and sub-
ject matter of a meeting; 

(2) Whether the meeting is open or 
closed; 

(3) Any change in one of the pre-
ceding; and 

(4) The name and telephone number 
of the official who will respond to re-
quests for information about the meet-
ing.

§ 1517.7 Records of closed meetings. 
(a) A record of each meeting or por-

tion thereof which is closed to the pub-
lic shall be made and retained for two 
years or for one year after the conclu-
sion of any Council proceeding in-
volved in the meeting whichever occurs 
later. The record of any portion of a 
meeting closed to the public shall be a 
verbatim transcript or electronic re-
cording. In lieu of a transcript or re-
cording, a comprehensive set of min-
utes may be produced if the closure de-
cision was made pursuant to § 1517.4(a) 
(8) or (10). 

(b) If minutes are produced, such 
minutes shall fully and clearly describe 
all matters discussed, provide a full 

and accurate summary of any actions 
taken and the reasons expressed there-
for, and include a description of each of 
the views expressed on any item. The 
minutes shall also reflect the vote of 
each member of the Council on any roll 
call vote taken during the proceedings 
and identify all documents produced at 
the meeting. 

(c) The following documents shall be 
retained by the Council as part of the 
transcript, recording, or minutes of the 
meeting: 

(1) Certification by the General Coun-
sel that the meeting may properly be 
closed; and 

(2) Statement from the presiding offi-
cer of the meeting setting forth the 
date, time, and place of the meeting 
and listing the persons present. 

(d) The Council shall make promptly 
available to the public at its offices at 
722 Jackson Place, NW., Washington, 
DC the transcript, electronic recording, 
or minutes maintained as a record of a 
closed meeting, except for such infor-
mation as may be withheld under one 
of the provisions of § 1517.5. Copies of 
such transcript, minutes, or tran-
scription of an electronic recording, 
disclosing the identity of each speaker, 
shall be furnished to any person at the 
actual cost of duplication or tran-
scription. 

(e) [Reserved] 
(f) Requests to review or obtain cop-

ies of records other than transcripts, 
electronic recordings or minutes of a 
meeting will be processed under the 
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 
552) or, where applicable, the Privacy 
Act of 1974. (5 U.S.C. 552a). Nothing in 
these regulations authorizes the Coun-
cil to withhold from any individual any 
record, including the transcripts or 
electronic recordings described in 
§ 1517.8, to which the individual may 
have access under the Privacy Act of 
1974 (5 U.S.C. 552a). 
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