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Subpart A—Introduction

SOURCE: 59 FR 47416, Sept. 15, 1994, unless
otherwise noted.

§300.1 Purpose and objectives.

The purpose of the National Oil and
Hazardous Substances Pollution Con-
tingency Plan (NCP) is to provide the
organizational structure and proce-
dures for preparing for and responding
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to discharges of oil and releases of haz-
ardous substances, pollutants, and con-
taminants.

§300.2 Authority and applicability.

The NCP is required by section 105 of
the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability
Act of 1980, 42 U.S.C. 9605, as amended
by the Superfund Amendments and Re-
authorization Act of 1986 (SARA), Pub.
L. 99499, (hereinafter CERCLA), and
by section 311(d) of the Clean Water
Act (CWA), 33 U.S.C. 1321(d), as amend-
ed by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990
(OPA), Pub. L. 101-380. In Executive
Order (E.O.) 12777 (566 FR 54757, October
22, 1991), the President delegated to the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) the responsibility for the amend-
ment of the NCP. Amendments to the
NCP are coordinated with members of
the National Response Team (NRT)
prior to publication for notice and
comment. This includes coordination
with the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) and the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission in order to
avoid inconsistent or duplicative re-
quirements in the emergency planning
responsibilities of those agencies. The
NCP is applicable to response actions
taken pursuant to the authorities
under CERCLA and section 311 of the
CWA, as amended.

§300.3 Scope.

(a) The NCP applies to and is in ef-
fect for:

(1) Discharges of oil into or on the
navigable waters of the United States,
on the adjoining shorelines, the waters
of the contiguous zone, into waters of
the exclusive economic zone, or that
may affect natural resources belonging
to, appertaining to, or under the exclu-
sive management authority of the
United States (See sections 311(c)(1)
and 502(7) of the CWA).

(2) Releases into the environment of
hazardous substances, and pollutants
or contaminants which may present an
imminent and substantial danger to
public health or welfare of the United
States.

(b) The NCP provides for efficient,
coordinated, and effective response to



