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(s) Place sewage Ssludge or sewage
sludge placed means disposal of sewage
sludge on a surface disposal site.

(t) Pollutant is an organic substance,
an inorganic substance, a combination
of organic and inorganic substances, or
a pathogenic organism that, after dis-
charge and upon exposure, ingestion,
inhalation, or assimilation into an or-
ganism either directly from the envi-
ronment or indirectly by ingestion
through the food chain, could, on the
basis of information available to the
Administrator of EPA, cause death,
disease, behavioral abnormalities, can-
cer, genetic mutations, physiological
malfunctions (including malfunction in
reproduction), or physical deforma-
tions in either organisms or offspring
of the organisms.

(u) Pollutant limit is a numerical
value that describes the amount of a
pollutant allowed per unit amount of
sewage sludge (e.g., milligrams per
kilogram of total solids); the amount
of a pollutant that can be applied to a
unit area of land (e.g., kilograms per
hectare); or the volume of a material
that can be applied to a unit area of
land (e.g., gallons per acre).

(v) Runoff is rainwater, leachate, or
other liquid that drains overland on
any part of a land surface and runs off
of the land surface.

(w) Sewage sludge is solid, semi-solid,
or liquid residue generated during the
treatment of domestic sewage in a
treatment works. Sewage sludge in-
cludes, but is not limited to, domestic
septage; scum or solids removed in pri-
mary, secondary, or advanced waste-
water treatment processes; and a mate-
rial derived from sewage sludge. Sew-
age sludge does not include ash gen-
erated during the firing of sewage
sludge in a sewage sludge incinerator
or grit and screenings generated during
preliminary treatment of domestic
sewage in a treatment works.

(x) State is one of the United States
of America, the District of Columbia,
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
Virgin  Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, the Trust Territory of the Pa-
cific Islands, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, and an In-
dian Tribe eligible for treatment as a
State pursuant to regulations promul-
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gated under the authority of section
518(e) of the CWA.

(y) Store or storage of sewage sludge is
the placement of sewage sludge on land
on which the sewage sludge remains for
two years or less. This does not include
the placement of sewage sludge on land
for treatment.

(z) Treat or treatment of sewage sludge
is the preparation of sewage sludge for
final use or disposal. This includes, but
is not limited to, thickening, stabiliza-
tion, and dewatering of sewage sludge.
This does not include storage of sewage
sludge.

(aa) Treatment works is either a feder-
ally owned, publicly owned, or pri-
vately owned device or system used to
treat (including recycle and reclaim)
either domestic sewage or a combina-
tion of domestic sewage and industrial
waste of a liquid nature.

(bb) Wetlands means those areas that
are inundated or saturated by surface
water or ground water at a frequency
and duration to support, and that
under normal circumstances do sup-
port, a prevalence of vegetation typi-
cally adapted for life in saturated soil
conditions. Wetlands generally include
swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar
areas.

Subpart B—Land Application

§503.10 Applicability.

(a) This subpart applies to any person
who prepares sewage sludge that is ap-
plied to the land, to any person who ap-
plies sewage sludge to the land, to sew-
age sludge applied to the land, and to
the land on which sewage sludge is ap-
plied.

(b)(1) Bulk sewage sludge. The gen-
eral requirements in §503.12 and the
management practices in §503.14 do not
apply when bulk sewage sludge is ap-
plied to the land if the bulk sewage
sludge meets the ceiling concentra-
tions in Table 1 of §503.13 and the pol-
lutant concentrations in Table 3 of
§503.13; the Class A pathogen require-
ments in §503.32(a); and one of the vec-
tor attraction reduction requirements
in §503.33(b)(1) through (b)(8).

(2) The Regional Administrator of
EPA or, in the case of a State with an
approved sludge management program,
the State Director, may apply any or

829



§503.11

all of the general requirements in
§503.12 and the management practices
in §503.14 to the bulk sewage sludge in
§503.10(b)(1) on a case-by-case basis
after determining that the general re-
quirements or management practices
are needed to protect public health and
the environment from any reasonably
anticipated adverse effect that may
occur from any pollutant in the bulk
sewage sludge.

(c)(1) The general requirements in
§503.12 and the management practices
in §503.14 do not apply when a bulk ma-
terial derived from sewage sludge is ap-
plied to the land if the derived bulk
material meets the ceiling concentra-
tions in Table 1 of §503.13 and the pol-
lutant concentrations in Table 3 of
§503.13; the Class A pathogen require-
ments in §503.32(a); and one of the vec-
tor attraction reduction requirements
in §503.33(b)(1) through (b)(8).

(2) The Regional Administrator of
EPA or, in the case of a State with an
approved sludge management program,
the State Director, may apply any or
all of the general requirements in
§503.12 or the management practices in
§503.14 to the bulk material in
§503.10(c)(1) on a case-by-case basis
after determining that the general re-
quirements or management practices
are needed to protect public health and
the environment from any reasonably
anticipated adverse effect that may
occur from any pollutant in the bulk
sewage sludge.

(d) The requirements in this subpart
do not apply when a bulk material de-
rived from sewage sludge is applied to
the land if the sewage sludge from
which the bulk material is derived
meets the ceiling concentrations in
Table 1 of §503.13 and the pollutant
concentrations in Table 3 of §503.13; the
Class A pathogen requirements in
§503.32(a); and one of the vector attrac-
tion reduction requirements in
§503.33(b)(1) through (b)(8).

(e) Sewage sludge sold or given away
in a bag or other container for applica-
tion to the land. The general require-
ments in §503.12 and the management
practices in §503.14 do not apply when
sewage sludge is sold or given away in
a bag or other container for application
to the land if the sewage sludge sold or
given away in a bag or other container
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for application to the land meets the
ceiling concentrations in Table 1 of
§503.13 and the pollutant concentra-
tions in Table 3 of §503.13; the Class A
pathogen requirements in §503.32(a);
and one of the vector attraction reduc-
tion requirements in §503.33(b)(1)
through (b)(8).

(f) The general requirements in
§503.12 and the management practices
in §503.14 do not apply when a material
derived from sewage sludge is sold or
given away in a bag or other container
for application to the land if the de-
rived material meets the ceiling con-
centrations in Table 1 of §503.13 and
the pollutant concentrations in Table 3
of §503.13; the Class A pathogen re-
quirements in §503.32(a); and one of the
vector attraction reduction require-
ments in §503.33(b)(1) through (b)(8).

(g) The requirements in this subpart
do not apply when a material derived
from sewage sludge is sold or given
away in a bag or other container for
application to the land if the sewage
sludge from which the material is de-
rived meets the ceiling concentrations
in Table 1 of §503.13 and the pollutant
concentrations in Table 3 of §503.13; the
Class A pathogen requirements in
§503.32(a); and one of the vector attrac-
tion reduction requirements in §503.33
(b)(1) through (b)(8).

[568 FR 9387, Feb. 19, 1993, as amended at 64
FR 42568, Aug. 4, 1999]

§503.11 Special definitions.

(a) Agricultural land is land on which
a food crop, a feed crop, or a fiber crop
is grown. This includes range land and
land used as pasture.

(b) Agronomic rate is the whole sludge
application rate (dry weight basis) de-
signed:

(1) To provide the amount of nitrogen
needed by the food crop, feed crop, fiber
crop, cover crop, or vegetation grown
on the land; and

(2) To minimize the amount of nitro-
gen in the sewage sludge that passes
below the root zone of the crop or vege-
tation grown on the land to the ground
water.

(¢c) Annual pollutant loading rate is the
maximum amount of a pollutant that
can be applied to a unit area of land
during a 365 day period.
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