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§ 503.3 Permits and direct enforce-
ability. 

(a) Permits. The requirements in this 
part may be implemented through a 
permit: 

(1) Issued to a ‘‘treatment works 
treating domestic sewage’’, as defined 
in 40 CFR 122.2, in accordance with 40 
CFR parts 122 and 124 by EPA or by a 
State that has a State sludge manage-
ment program approved by EPA in ac-
cordance with 40 CFR part 123 or 40 
CFR part 501 or 

(2) Issued under subtitle C of the 
Solid Waste Disposal Act; part C of the 
Safe Drinking Water Act; the Marine 
Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries 
Act of 1972; or the Clean Air Act. 
‘‘Treatment works treating domestic 
sewage’’ shall submit a permit applica-
tion in accordance with either 40 CFR 
122.21 or an approved State program. 

(b) Direct enforceability. No person 
shall use or dispose of sewage sludge 
through any practice for which require-
ments are established in this part ex-
cept in accordance with such require-
ments.

§ 503.4 Relationship to other regula-
tions. 

Disposal of sewage sludge in a munic-
ipal solid waste landfill unit, as defined 
in 40 CFR 258.2, that complies with the 
requirements in 40 CFR part 258 con-
stitutes compliance with section 405(d) 
of the CWA. Any person who prepares 
sewage sludge that is disposed in a mu-
nicipal solid waste landfill unit shall 
ensure that the sewage sludge meets 
the requirements in 40 CFR part 258 
concerning the quality of materials 
disposed in a municipal solid waste 
landfill unit.

§ 503.5 Additional or more stringent 
requirements. 

(a) On a case-by-case basis, the per-
mitting authority may impose require-
ments for the use or disposal of sewage 
sludge in addition to or more stringent 
than the requirements in this part 
when necessary to protect public 
health and the environment from any 
adverse effect of a pollutant in the sew-
age sludge. 

(b) Nothing in this part precludes a 
State or political subdivision thereof 
or interstate agency from imposing re-

quirements for the use or disposal of 
sewage sludge more stringent than the 
requirements in this part or from im-
posing additional requirements for the 
use or disposal of sewage sludge.

§ 503.6 Exclusions. 
(a) Treatment processes. This part does 

not establish requirements for proc-
esses used to treat domestic sewage or 
for processes used to treat sewage 
sludge prior to final use or disposal, ex-
cept as provided in § 503.32 and § 503.33. 

(b) Selection of a use or disposal prac-
tice. This part does not require the se-
lection of a sewage sludge use or dis-
posal practice. The determination of 
the manner in which sewage sludge is 
used or disposed is a local determina-
tion. 

(c) Co-firing of sewage sludge. This 
part does not establish requirements 
for sewage sludge co-fired in an incin-
erator with other wastes or for the in-
cinerator in which sewage sludge and 
other wastes are co-fired. Other wastes 
do not include auxiliary fuel, as de-
fined in 40 CFR 503.41(b), fired in a sew-
age sludge incinerator. 

(d) Sludge generated at an industrial 
facility. This part does not establish re-
quirements for the use or disposal of 
sludge generated at an industrial facil-
ity during the treatment of industrial 
wastewater, including sewage sludge 
generated during the treatment of in-
dustrial wastewater combined with do-
mestic sewage. 

(e) Hazardous sewage sludge. This part 
does not establish requirements for the 
use or disposal of sewage sludge deter-
mined to be hazardous in accordance 
with 40 CFR part 261. 

(f) Sewage sludge with high PCB con-
centration. This part does not establish 
requirements for the use or disposal of 
sewage sludge with a concentration of 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) equal 
to or greater than 50 milligrams per 
kilogram of total solids (dry weight 
basis). 

(g) Incinerator ash. This part does not 
establish requirements for the use or 
disposal of ash generated during the 
firing of sewage sludge in a sewage 
sludge incinerator. 

(h) Grit and screenings. This part does 
not establish requirements for the use 
or disposal of grit (e.g., sand, gravel,
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