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Environmental Protection Agency § 68.54 

§ 68.50 Hazard review. 
(a) The owner or operator shall con-

duct a review of the hazards associated 
with the regulated substances, process, 
and procedures. The review shall iden-
tify the following: 

(1) The hazards associated with the 
process and regulated substances; 

(2) Opportunities for equipment mal-
functions or human errors that could 
cause an accidental release; 

(3) The safeguards used or needed to 
control the hazards or prevent equip-
ment malfunction or human error; and 

(4) Any steps used or needed to detect 
or monitor releases. 

(b) The owner or operator may use 
checklists developed by persons or or-
ganizations knowledgeable about the 
process and equipment as a guide to 
conducting the review. For processes 
designed to meet industry standards or 
Federal or state design rules, the haz-
ard review shall, by inspecting all 
equipment, determine whether the 
process is designed, fabricated, and op-
erated in accordance with the applica-
ble standards or rules. 

(c) The owner or operator shall docu-
ment the results of the review and en-
sure that problems identified are re-
solved in a timely manner. 

(d) The review shall be updated at 
least once every five years. The owner 
or operator shall also conduct reviews 
whenever a major change in the proc-
ess occurs; all issues identified in the 
review shall be resolved before startup 
of the changed process.

§ 68.52 Operating procedures. 
(a) The owner or operator shall pre-

pare written operating procedures that 
provide clear instructions or steps for 
safely conducting activities associated 
with each covered process consistent 
with the safety information for that 
process. Operating procedures or in-
structions provided by equipment man-
ufacturers or developed by persons or 
organizations knowledgeable about the 
process and equipment may be used as 
a basis for a stationary source’s oper-
ating procedures. 

(b) The procedures shall address the 
following: 

(1) Initial startup; 
(2) Normal operations; 
(3) Temporary operations; 

(4) Emergency shutdown and oper-
ations; 

(5) Normal shutdown; 
(6) Startup following a normal or 

emergency shutdown or a major change 
that requires a hazard review; 

(7) Consequences of deviations and 
steps required to correct or avoid devi-
ations; and 

(8) Equipment inspections. 
(c) The owner or operator shall en-

sure that the operating procedures are 
updated, if necessary, whenever a 
major change occurs and prior to start-
up of the changed process.

§ 68.54 Training. 

(a) The owner or operator shall en-
sure that each employee presently op-
erating a process, and each employee 
newly assigned to a covered process 
have been trained or tested competent 
in the operating procedures provided in 
§ 68.52 that pertain to their duties. For 
those employees already operating a 
process on June 21, 1999, the owner or 
operator may certify in writing that 
the employee has the required knowl-
edge, skills, and abilities to safely 
carry out the duties and responsibil-
ities as provided in the operating pro-
cedures. 

(b) Refresher training. Refresher 
training shall be provided at least 
every three years, and more often if 
necessary, to each employee operating 
a process to ensure that the employee 
understands and adheres to the current 
operating procedures of the process. 
The owner or operator, in consultation 
with the employees operating the proc-
ess, shall determine the appropriate 
frequency of refresher training. 

(c) The owner or operator may use 
training conducted under Federal or 
state regulations or under industry-
specific standards or codes or training 
conducted by covered process equip-
ment vendors to demonstrate compli-
ance with this section to the extent 
that the training meets the require-
ments of this section. 

(d) The owner or operator shall en-
sure that operators are trained in any 
updated or new procedures prior to 
startup of a process after a major 
change.
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