Environmental Protection Agency

document that deficiencies have been
corrected.

(e) The owner or operator shall retain
the two (2) most recent compliance
audit reports.

[61 FR 31722, June 20, 1996, as amended at 64
FR 979, Jan. 6, 1999]

§68.81 Incident investigation.

(a) The owner or operator shall inves-
tigate each incident which resulted in,
or could reasonably have resulted in a
catastrophic release of a regulated sub-
stance.

(b) An incident investigation shall be
initiated as promptly as possible, but
not later than 48 hours following the
incident.

(c) An incident investigation team
shall be established and consist of at
least one person knowledgeable in the
process involved, including a contract
employee if the incident involved work
of the contractor, and other persons
with appropriate knowledge and experi-
ence to thoroughly investigate and
analyze the incident.

(d) A report shall be prepared at the
conclusion of the investigation which
includes at a minimum:

(1) Date of incident;

(2) Date investigation began;

(3) A description of the incident;

(4) The factors that contributed to
the incident; and,

(5) Any recommendations resulting
from the investigation.

(e) The owner or operator shall estab-
lish a system to promptly address and
resolve the incident report findings and
recommendations. Resolutions and cor-
rective actions shall be documented.

(f) The report shall be reviewed with
all affected personnel whose job tasks
are relevant to the incident findings in-
cluding contract employees where ap-
plicable.

(g) Incident investigation reports
shall be retained for five years.

§68.83 Employee participation.

(a) The owner or operator shall de-
velop a written plan of action regard-
ing the implementation of the em-
ployee participation required by this
section.

(b) The owner or operator shall con-
sult with employees and their rep-
resentatives on the conduct and devel-

§68.87

opment of process hazards analyses and
on the development of the other ele-
ments of process safety management in
this rule.

(c) The owner or operator shall pro-
vide to employees and their representa-
tives access to process hazard analyses
and to all other information required
to be developed under this rule.

§68.85 Hot work permit.

(a) The owner or operator shall issue
a hot work permit for hot work oper-
ations conducted on or near a covered
process.

(b) The permit shall document that
the fire prevention and protection re-
quirements in 29 CFR 1910.252(a) have
been implemented prior to beginning
the hot work operations; it shall indi-
cate the date(s) authorized for hot
work; and identify the object on which
hot work is to be performed. The per-
mit shall be kept on file until comple-
tion of the hot work operations.

§68.87 Contractors.

(a) Application. This section applies
to contractors performing maintenance
or repair, turnaround, major renova-
tion, or specialty work on or adjacent
to a covered process. It does not apply
to contractors providing incidental
services which do not influence process
safety, such as janitorial work, food
and drink services, laundry, delivery or
other supply services.

(b) Owner or operator responsibilities.
(1) The owner or operator, when select-
ing a contractor, shall obtain and
evaluate information regarding the
contract owner or operator’s safety
performance and programs.

(2) The owner or operator shall in-
form contract owner or operator of the
known potential fire, explosion, or
toxic release hazards related to the
contractor’s work and the process.

(3) The owner or operator shall ex-
plain to the contract owner or operator
the applicable provisions of subpart E
of this part.

(4) The owner or operator shall de-
velop and implement safe work prac-
tices consistent with §68.69(d), to con-
trol the entrance, presence, and exit of
the contract owner or operator and
contract employees in covered process
areas.
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