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Property Act means the Federal Prop-
erty and Administrative Services Act 
of 1949 (63 Stat. 386), as amended. 

Public agency means any State, polit-
ical subdivision thereof, including any 
unit of local government or economic 
development district; any department, 
agency, or instrumentality thereof, in-
cluding instrumentalities created by 
compact or other agreement between 
States or political subdivisions; multi-
jurisdictional substate districts estab-
lished by or pursuant to State law; or 
any Indian tribe, band, group, pueblo, 
or community located on a State res-
ervation. 

Related personal property means any 
personal property that is an integral 
part of real property. It is: 

(1) Related to, designed for, or spe-
cifically adapted to the functional ca-
pacity of the real property and removal 
of this personal property would signifi-
cantly diminish the economic value of 
the real property; or 

(2) Determined by the Administrator 
of General Services to be related to the 
real property. 

Salvage means property that has 
value greater than its basic material 
content but for which repair or reha-
bilitation is clearly impractical and/or 
uneconomical. 

Scrap means property that has no 
value except for its basic material con-
tent. 

Screening period means the period in 
which excess and surplus personal 
property are made available for excess 
transfer or surplus donation to eligible 
recipients. 

Shelf-life item is any item that dete-
riorates over time or has unstable 
characteristics such that a storage pe-
riod must be assigned to assure the 
item is issued within that period to 
provide satisfactory performance. Man-
agement of such items is governed by 
part 101–27, subpart 27.2, of this title 
and by DOD instructions, for executive 
agencies and DOD respectively. 

Surplus personal property (surplus) 
means excess personal property no 
longer required by the Federal agencies 
as determined by GSA. 

Surplus release date means the date 
when Federal screening has been com-
pleted and the excess property becomes 
surplus. 

Transfer with reimbursement means a 
transfer of excess personal property be-
tween Federal agencies where the re-
cipient is required to pay, i.e. reim-
burse the holding agency, for the prop-
erty. 

Unit cost means the original acquisi-
tion cost of a single item of property. 

United States means all the 50 States 
and the District of Columbia. 

Vessels means ships, boats and craft 
designed for navigation in and on the 
water, propelled by oars or paddles, 
sail, or power.

RESPONSIBILITY

§ 102–36.45 What are our responsibil-
ities in the management of excess 
personal property? 

(a) Agency procurement policies 
should require consideration of excess 
personal property before authorizing 
procurement of new personal property. 

(b) You are encouraged to designate 
national and regional property man-
agement officials to: 

(1) Promote the use of available ex-
cess personal property to the maximum 
extent practicable by your agency. 

(2) Review and approve the acquisi-
tion and disposal of excess personal 
property. 

(3) Ensure that any agency imple-
menting procedures comply with this 
part. 

(c) When acquiring excess personal 
property, you must: 

(1) Limit the quantity acquired to 
that which is needed to adequately per-
form the function necessary to support 
the mission of your agency. 

(2) Establish controls over the proc-
essing of excess personal property 
transfer orders. 

(3) Facilitate the timely pickup of 
acquired excess personal property from 
the holding agency. 

(d) While excess personal property 
you have acquired is in your custody, 
or the custody of your non-Federal re-
cipients and the Government retains 
title, you and/or the non-Federal re-
cipient must do the following: 

(1) Establish and maintain a system 
for property accountability. 

(2) Protect the property against haz-
ards including but not limited to fire, 
theft, vandalism, and weather. 
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(3) Perform the care and handling of 
personal property. ‘‘Care and handling’’ 
includes completing, repairing, con-
verting, rehabilitating, operating, pre-
serving, protecting, insuring, packing, 
storing, handling, conserving, and 
transporting excess and surplus per-
sonal property, and destroying or ren-
dering innocuous property which is 
dangerous to public health or safety. 

(4) Maintain appropriate inventory 
levels as set forth in part 101–27 of this 
title. 

(5) Continuously monitor the per-
sonal property under your control to 
assure maximum use, and develop and 
maintain a system to prevent and de-
tect nonuse, improper use, unauthor-
ized disposal or destruction of personal 
property. 

(e) When you no longer need personal 
property to carry out the mission of 
your program, you must: 

(1) Offer the property for reassign-
ment to other activities within your 
agency. 

(2) Promptly report excess personal 
property to GSA when it is no longer 
needed by any activity within your 
agency for further reuse by eligible re-
cipients. 

(3) Continue the care and handling of 
excess personal property while it goes 
through the disposal process. 

(4) Facilitate the timely transfer of 
excess personal property to other Fed-
eral agencies or authorized eligible re-
cipients. 

(5) Provide reasonable access to au-
thorized personnel for inspection and 
removal of excess personal property. 

(6) Ensure that final disposition com-
plies with applicable environmental, 
health, safety and national security 
regulations.

§ 102–36.50 May we use a contractor to 
perform the functions of excess per-
sonal property disposal? 

Yes, you may use service contracts 
to perform disposal functions that are 
not inherently Governmental, such as 
warehousing or custodial duties. You 
are responsible for ensuring that the 
contractor conforms with the require-
ments of the Property Act and the Fed-
eral Management Regulation (41 CFR 
chapter 102), and any other applicable 

statutes and regulations when per-
forming these functions.

§ 102–36.55 What is GSA’s role in the 
disposition of excess personal prop-
erty? 

In addition to developing and issuing 
regulations for the management of ex-
cess personal property, GSA: 

(a) Screens and offers available ex-
cess personal property to Federal agen-
cies and eligible non-Federal recipi-
ents. 

(b) Approves and processes transfers 
of excess personal property to eligible 
activities. 

(c) Determines the amount of reim-
bursement for transfers of excess per-
sonal property when appropriate. 

(d) Conducts sales of surplus and ex-
change/sale personal property when re-
quested by an agency. 

(e) Maintains an automated system, 
FEDS, to facilitate the reporting and 
transferring of excess personal prop-
erty.

Subpart B—Acquiring Excess 
Personal Property For Our Agency

ACQUIRING EXCESS

§ 102–36.60 Who is eligible to acquire 
excess personal property as author-
ized by the Property Act? 

The following are eligible to acquire 
excess personal property: 

(a) Federal agencies (for their own 
use or use by their authorized contrac-
tors, cooperatives, and project grant-
ees). 

(b) The Senate. 
(c) The House of Representatives. 
(d) The Architect of the Capitol and 

any activities under his direction. 
(e) The DC Government. 
(f) Mixed-ownership Government cor-

porations as defined in 31 U.S.C. 9101.

§ 102–36.65 Why must we use excess 
personal property instead of buying 
new property? 

Using excess personal property to the 
maximum extent practicable maxi-
mizes the return on Government dol-
lars spent and minimizes expenditures 
for new procurement. Before pur-
chasing new property, check with the 
appropriate regional GSA Personal 
Property Management office or access 
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