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Public Health Service, HHS § 23.6

1 Applications and instructions may be ob-
tained from Regional Offices of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services at the 
addresses set forth at 45 CFR 5.31(b).

Secretary. 1 The application must be 
signed by an individual authorized to 
act for the applicant and to assume on 
behalf of the applicant the obligations 
imposed by law, the Act, this regula-
tion, and any additional conditions of 
assignment imposed under these 
authorities.

(b) In addition to other pertinent in-
formation required by the Secretary, 
an application for the assignment of 
Corps personnel must include— 

(1) A description of the applicant’s 
overall organizational structure; 

(2) A justification of the request for 
the assignment of personnel based upon 
the needs of the health manpower 
shortage area; 

(3) A description of the applicant’s fi-
nancial plan for operating the National 
Health Service Corps site including a 
proposed budget, sources of non-Fed-
eral support obtained, and the proposed 
expenditures for obtaining adequate 
support staff, equipment and supplies; 

(4) A list of the proposed fees and dis-
counted fees to be charged for the pro-
vision of health services; and 

(5) If an entity wishes to request an 
interest free loan (not to exceed $50,000) 
under section 335(c) of the Act to assist 
the applicant in establishing the prac-
tice of the assigned National Health 
Service Corps personnel, a detailed jus-
tification of the amount requested 
must be included. 

(c) An application for assignment 
must include evidence that the appli-
cant has provided a copy of the com-
pleted application for review to (1) 
each health systems agency designated 
under section 1515 of the Act for the 
health service area which includes all 
or part of the health manpower short-
age area for which as assignment of 
National Health Service Corps per-
sonnel is sought or (2) if no health sys-
tems agency has been designated for 
such a health service area, to each 
State health planning and development 
agency designated under section 1521 of 
the Act for each State which includes 
all or part of the health manpower 
shortage area for which an assignment 

of National Health Service Corps per-
sonnel is sought. 

(d) If an application for assignment is 
filed by an applicant which had pre-
viously been assigned National Health 
Service Corps personnel under an 
agreement entered into under section 
329 of the Act as in effect before Octo-
ber 1, 1977, or under section 334 of the 
Act, the applicant must provide the in-
formation the Secretary considers nec-
essary to make the determinations re-
quired by section 333(a)(1)(D) of the 
Act. 

[45 FR 12790, Feb. 27, 1980, as amended at 51 
FR 31948, Sept. 8, 1986]

§ 23.5 What are the criteria for decid-
ing which applications for assign-
ment will be approved? 

(a) In approving or disapproving an 
application for assignment of Corps 
personnel, the Secretary will consider, 
among other pertinent factors: 

(1) The applicant’s ability and plans 
to meet the operational requirements 
in § 23.8. 

(2) The administrative and manage-
rial capability of the applicant. 

(3) The soundness of the applicant’s 
financial plan for operating the Na-
tional Health Service Corps site. 

(4) The extent to which community 
resources will be used in operating the 
National Health Service Corps site. 

(5) Comments received from any des-
ignated health systems agency or any 
designated State health planning and 
development agency to which an appli-
cation was submitted for review under 
§ 23.4(c). 

(6) Comments received from health 
professional societies serving the 
health manpower shortage area. 

(b) Special consideration for the as-
signment of Corps personnel will be 
given to the entity which is located in 
a health manpower shortage area over 
an entity which is not located in a 
health manpower shortage area but has 
a demonstrated interest in it.

§ 23.6 What are the criteria for deter-
mining the entities to which Na-
tional Health Service Corps per-
sonnel will be assigned? 

(a) The Secretary may, upon approv-
ing an application for the assignment 
of personnel and after entering into an 
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agreement with an applicant under 
§ 23.7, assign National Health Service 
Corps personnel to provide health serv-
ices in or to a health manpower short-
age area. 

(b) In assigning National Health 
Service Corps personnel to serve in a 
health manpower shortage area, the 
Secretary will seek to assign personnel 
who have those characteristics which 
will increase the probability of their 
remaining to serve in the health man-
power shortage area upon completion 
of the period of assignment. In addi-
tion, the Secretary will apply a weight-
ed-value system in which the first fac-
tor listed below is assigned the great-
est weight and the second, and third 
factors are assigned lesser weights in 
descending order: 

(1) The need of the health manpower 
shortage area as determined by criteria 
established under section 332(b) of the 
Act. 

(2) The willingness of individuals, 
government agencies, or health enti-
ties within the health manpower short-
age area to cooperate with the Na-
tional Health Service Corps in pro-
viding effective health services. 

(3) The comments of health profes-
sional societies serving the health 
manpower shortage area. 

[45 FR 12790, Feb. 27, 1980, as amended at 51 
FR 31948, Sept. 8, 1986]

§ 23.7 What must an entity agree to do 
before the assignment is made? 

(a) Requirements. To carry out the 
purposes of section 334 of the Act, each 
National Health Service Corps site 
must enter into an agreement with the 
Secretary under which the site agrees 
to: 

(1) Be responsible for charging for 
health services provided by assigned 
National Health Service Corps per-
sonnel; 

(2) Take reasonable action for the 
collection of the charges for those 
health services; 

(3) Reimburse the United States the 
sums required under section 334 of the 
Act; and 

(4) Prepare and submit an annual re-
port. The agreement will set forth the 
period of assignment (not to exceed 4 
years), the number and type of Corps 

personnel to be assigned to the site, 
and other requirements which the Sec-
retary determines necessary to carry 
out the purposes of the Act. 

(b) Termination. An agreement en-
tered into under this section may be 
terminated by either party on 30-days 
written notice or modified by mutual 
consent consistent with section 333 of 
the Act. 

[45 FR 12790, Feb. 27, 1980, as amended at 51 
FR 31948, Sept. 8, 1986]

§ 23.8 What operational requirements 
apply to an entity to which Na-
tional Health Service Corps per-
sonnel are assigned? 

Each National Health Service Corps 
site must: 

(a) Operate a health care delivery 
system within a planned or existing 
community structure to assure: 

(1) The provision of high quality com-
prehensive health care; 

(2) To the extent feasible, full profes-
sional health care coverage for the 
health manpower shortage area; 

(3) Continuum of care; and 
(4) The availability and accessibility 

of secondary and tertiary health care 
(the two more sophisticated levels of 
health care beyond primary care); 

(b) Establish and maintain a patient 
record system; 

(c) Implement a system for maintain-
ing the confidentiality of patient 
records; 

(d) Meet the requirements of applica-
ble fire and safety codes; 

(e) Develop, to the extent feasible, 
linkages with other health care facili-
ties for the provision of services which 
supplement or complement the services 
furnished by the assigned Corps per-
sonnel; 

(f) Operate a quality assurance sys-
tem which meets the requirements of 
42 CFR 51c.303(c) for the establishment 
and operation of a quality assurance 
system in a community health center; 
and 

(g) Establish basic data, cost ac-
counting, and management informa-
tion and reporting systems as pre-
scribed by the Secretary.
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