§23.7

agreement with an applicant under
§23.7, assign National Health Service
Corps personnel to provide health serv-
ices in or to a health manpower short-
age area.

(b) In assigning National Health
Service Corps personnel to serve in a
health manpower shortage area, the
Secretary will seek to assign personnel
who have those characteristics which
will increase the probability of their
remaining to serve in the health man-
power shortage area upon completion
of the period of assignment. In addi-
tion, the Secretary will apply a weight-
ed-value system in which the first fac-
tor listed below is assigned the great-
est weight and the second, and third
factors are assigned lesser weights in
descending order:

(1) The need of the health manpower
shortage area as determined by criteria
established under section 332(b) of the
Act.

(2) The willingness of individuals,
government agencies, or health enti-
ties within the health manpower short-
age area to cooperate with the Na-
tional Health Service Corps in pro-
viding effective health services.

(3) The comments of health profes-
sional societies serving the health
manpower shortage area.

[46 FR 12790, Feb. 27, 1980, as amended at 51
FR 31948, Sept. 8, 1986]

§23.7 What must an entity agree to do
before the assignment is made?

(a) Requirements. To carry out the
purposes of section 334 of the Act, each
National Health Service Corps site
must enter into an agreement with the
Secretary under which the site agrees
to:

(1) Be responsible for charging for
health services provided by assigned
National Health Service Corps per-
sonnel;

(2) Take reasonable action for the
collection of the charges for those
health services;

(3) Reimburse the United States the
sums required under section 334 of the
Act; and

(4) Prepare and submit an annual re-
port. The agreement will set forth the
period of assignment (not to exceed 4
years), the number and type of Corps
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personnel to be assigned to the site,
and other requirements which the Sec-
retary determines necessary to carry
out the purposes of the Act.

(b) Termination. An agreement en-
tered into under this section may be
terminated by either party on 30-days
written notice or modified by mutual
consent consistent with section 333 of
the Act.

[45 FR 12790, Feb. 27, 1980, as amended at 51
FR 31948, Sept. 8, 1986]

§23.8 What operational requirements
apply to an entity to which Na-
tional Health Service Corps per-
sonnel are assigned?

Each National Health Service Corps
site must:

(a) Operate a health care delivery
system within a planned or existing
community structure to assure:

(1) The provision of high quality com-
prehensive health care;

(2) To the extent feasible, full profes-
sional health care coverage for the
health manpower shortage area;

(3) Continuum of care; and

(4) The availability and accessibility
of secondary and tertiary health care
(the two more sophisticated levels of
health care beyond primary care);

(b) Establish and maintain a patient
record system;

(c) Implement a system for maintain-
ing the confidentiality of patient
records;

(d) Meet the requirements of applica-
ble fire and safety codes;

(e) Develop, to the extent feasible,
linkages with other health care facili-
ties for the provision of services which
supplement or complement the services
furnished by the assigned Corps per-
sonnel;

(f) Operate a quality assurance sys-
tem which meets the requirements of
42 CFR 51c¢.303(c) for the establishment
and operation of a quality assurance
system in a community health center;
and

(g) Establish basic data, cost ac-
counting, and management informa-
tion and reporting systems as pre-
scribed by the Secretary.



