§38.2

§38.2 Definitions.

All terms not defined herein shall
have the same meaning as given them
in the Act. As used in this part:

(a) Act means the Disaster Relief Act
of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5121, et seq.).

(b) Administrator means the Adminis-
trator, Federal Disaster Assistance Ad-
ministration (FDAA), Department of
Housing and Urban Development, and
any other person to whom he delegates
the authority.

(c) Contractor means any public agen-
cy or private mental health organiza-
tion which, pursuant to this part, con-
tracts with the Secretary to provide
professional mental health crisis coun-
seling services or to provide mental
health training for disaster workers.

(d) Crisis means the existence of any
life situation resulting from a major
disaster or its aftermath which so ef-
fects the emotional and mental equi-
librium of a disaster victim that pro-
fessional mental health counseling
services should be provided to help pre-
clude possible damaging physical or
psychological effects.

(e) Disaster workers means mental
health specialists such as psychia-
trists, psychologists, psychiatric
nurses, social workers, or qualified
agents thereof.

(f) Federal Coordinating Officer means
the person appointed by the Adminis-
trator to coordinate Federal assistance
in a major disaster.

(g) Governor means the chief execu-
tive of a State.

(h) Grantee means any public agency
or private nonprofit mental health or-
ganization which, pursuant to this
part, is awarded a grant for the purpose
of providing professional mental health
crisis counseling services or mental
health training for disaster workers.

(i) Major disaster means any hurri-
cane, tornado, storm, flood, high-
water, wind-driven water, tidal wave,
tsunami, earthquake, volcanic erup-
tion, landslide, mudslide, snowstorm,
drought, fire, explosion, or other catas-
trophe in any part of the United States
which, in the determination of the
President, causes damage of sufficient
severity and magnitude to warrant
major disaster assistance under the
Act above and beyond emergency serv-
ices by the Federal Government, to
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supplement the efforts and available
resources of the States, local govern-
ments, and disaster relief organiza-
tions, in alleviating the damage, loss,
hardship, or suffering caused thereby.

(j) Regional Director means a director
of a regional office of the Federal Dis-
aster Assistance Administration
(FDAA).

(k) Secretary means the Secretary of
Health and Human Services and any
other officer or employee of the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices to whom the authority involved
has been delegated.

(1) State means any of the fifty
States, the District of Columbia, Puer-
to Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, the Canal Zone, or
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands.

(m) State Coordinating Officer means
the person appointed by the Governor
to act in cooperation with the ap-
pointed Federal Coordinating Officer.

(n) Training means the specific in-
struction which may be required to en-
able disaster workers to provide profes-
sional mental health crisis counseling
to victims of a major disaster or its
aftermath.

§38.3 Assistance;
tions.

(a) Application. In order to obtain as-
sistance under this part, the Governor
or his State Coordinating Officer must,
not later than 60 days following a
major disaster declaration by the
President, file with the appropriate Re-
gional Director a request which in-
cludes:

(1) An estimate of the number of dis-
aster victims who may need profes-
sional mental health crisis counseling
services and of the number of disaster
workers who may need training in the
provision of such services;

(2) Identification of the geographical
areas in which the need exists;

(3) An estimate of the period during
which assistance under this part will
be required and of the total funds
which will be required to provide such
assistance;

(4) A description of the types of men-
tal health problems caused or aggra-
vated by the major disaster or its
aftermath; and
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(5) Identification of the State and
local agencies and private mental
health organizations capable of pro-
viding professional mental health cri-
sis counseling to disaster victims or
training of disaster workers.

(b) Review, approval. The Secretary,
upon notification by the Administrator
of a State request for assistance under
this part, will conduct a review to de-
termine the extent to which such as-
sistance is needed to supplement as-
sistance programs provided by State
and local governments and private or-
ganizations and, on the basis of that
review, prepare and submit a rec-
ommendation and report for consider-
ation by the Administrator. Upon ap-
proval by the Administrator and his
advancement of funds for carrying out
the approved assistance, the Secretary
may, within the limits of the funds ad-
vanced, provide the approved services
either directly or through a grant or
contract.

(c) Eligibility for services. (1) In order
to be eligible for the professional men-
tal health crisis counseling services
available under this part an individual
must:

(i) Have been located within the des-
ignated major disaster area or have
been a resident of such area at the time
of the major disaster or its aftermath;
and

(ii) Have a mental health problem
which was caused or aggravated by the
major disaster or its aftermath.

(2) Disaster workers who are avail-
able on short notice to provide profes-
sional mental health crisis counseling
services in a major disaster area are el-
igible for training under this part.

(d) Time Ilimitation. Contracts and
grants awarded under this part will not
continue beyond 180 days after the first
day services are provided pursuant to
such contracts and grants, except that
upon the recommendation of the Sec-
retary (1) the Regional Director may
extend the 180 day period for up to 30
days or (2) the Administrator may ex-
tend the 180 day period for more than
30 days.

§38.4 Contracts.

(a) Eligibility. Public agencies and pri-
vate mental health organizations
which are determined by the Secretary
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to be capable of providing the profes-
sional mental health crisis counseling
services or mental health training of
disaster workers needed as a result of a
major disaster are eligible for the
award of a contract under this part.

(b) Use of local agencies. Preference
will be given to the extent feasible and
practicable, to those agencies and orga-
nizations which are located or do busi-
ness primarily in the area affected by
the major disaster.

(c) General requirements. Contracts
under this part shall be entered into
and carried out in accordance with the
provisions of chapters 1 and 3 of title 41
of the Code of Federal Regulations and
all other applicable laws and regula-
tions.

(d) Payments. The Secretary shall
from time to time make payments to
the contractor of all or a portion of the
contract award, either by way of reim-
bursement for expenses incurred or in
advance for expenses to be incurred, to
the extent he determines such pay-
ments are necessary to promote
prompt initiation and advancement of
the services to be provided under the
contract. All payments not expended
by the contractor within the period of
the contract shall be returned to the
Secretary.

(e) Reports. Contractors shall submit
the following reports to the Secretary:

(1) Progress reports, to be submitted
at the end of the first 30 days of the
contract period and every 30 days
therafter;

(2) A final report to be submitted
within 60 days of the date upon which
the contract terminates; and

(3) Such additional reports as the
Secretary may prescribe including
those which may be required to enable
the Federal Coordinating Officer to
carry out his functions.

§38.5

(a) Eligibility. Public agencies and pri-
vate nonprofit mental health organiza-
tions which are determined by the Sec-
retary to be capable of providing the
professional mental health crisis coun-
seling services or mental health train-
ing of disaster workers needed as a re-
sult of a major disaster are eligible for
a grant award under this part.

Grant assistance.
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