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related services. These functions are 
performed by the Library directly for 
the benefit of the general public and 
health-sciences professionals as re-
quired by sections 465(b) (3)–(6) of the 
Act (42 U.S.C. 286(b) (3)–(6)). 

(b) The regulations of this part do 
not apply to: 

(1) The Library’s internal functions 
relating to the acquisition and preser-
vation of materials and the organiza-
tion of these materials as required by 
sections 465(b) (1) and (2) of the Act (42 
U.S.C. 286(b) (1) and (2)). 

(2) The availability of ‘‘records’’ 
under the Freedom of Information Act 
or the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. 552, 
552a). These matters are covered in 45 
CFR parts 5 and 5b. 

(3) Federal assistance for medical li-
braries and other purposes which are 
authorized by sections 469–477 of the 
Act (42 U.S.C. 286b to 286b–8). (See parts 
59a, 61 and 64 of this chapter.) 

(4) The availability of facilities, col-
lections, and related services of Re-
gional Medical Libraries established or 
maintained under the authority in sec-
tion 475 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 286b–6). 
(See part 59a, subpart B of this chap-
ter.)

§ 4.2 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Act means the Public Health Service 

Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 201 et seq.). 
Collections means all books, periodi-

cals, prints, audiovisual materials, 
films, videotapes, recordings, manu-
scripts, and other resource materials of 
the library. It does not include data 
processing tapes or programs used sole-
ly for internal processing activities to 
generate reference materials, nor does 
it include ‘‘records’’ of the Library as 
defined in 45 CFR 5.5. Records of the 
Library are available in accordance 
with the regulations under the Free-
dom of Information Act and Privacy 
Act of 1974. (See 45 CFR parts 5 and 5b.) 

Director means the Director of the 
National Library of Medicine or the Di-
rector’s delegate. 

Health-sciences professional means any 
person engaged in: (1) The administra-
tion of health activities; (2) the provi-
sion of health services; or (3) research, 
teaching, or education concerned with 
the advancement of medicine or other 

sciences related to health or improve-
ment of the public health. 

Historical collection means: (1) Mate-
rials in the collections published or 
printed prior to 1914; (2) manuscripts 
and prints; (3) the archival film collec-
tion; and (4) other materials of the col-
lections which, because of age, or 
unique or unusual value, require spe-
cial handling, storage, or protection for 
their preservation, as determined by 
the Director. 

Library means the National Library 
of Medicine, established by section 465 
of the Act (42 U.S.C. 286). 

Regional Medical Library means a 
medical library established or main-
tained as a regional medical library 
under section 475 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
286b–6).

§ 4.3 Purpose of the Library. 

The purpose of the Library is to as-
sist the advancement of medical and 
related sciences and aid the dissemina-
tion and exchange of scientific and 
other information important to the 
progress of medicine and the public 
health. The Library acquires and main-
tains library materials pertinent to 
medicine, including audiovisual mate-
rials; compiles, publishes, and dissemi-
nates catalogs, indices, and bibliog-
raphies of these materials, as appro-
priate; makes available materials, 
through loan or otherwise; provides 
reference and other assistance to re-
search; and engages in other activities 
in furtherance of this purpose.

§ 4.4 Use of Library facilities. 

(a) General. The Library facilities are 
available to any person seeking to 
make use of the collections. The Direc-
tor may prescribe reasonable rules to 
assure the most effective use of facili-
ties by health-sciences professionals 
and to protect the collections from 
misuse or damage. These rules must be 
consistent with the regulations in this 
part and applicable Department regula-
tions and policies on nondiscrimina-
tion. 

(b) Reading rooms. Public reading 
rooms are available for obtaining and 
reading materials from the collections. 
The Director may prescribe reasonable 
rules designed to provide adequate 
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