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(e) Upon written request, CMS will
release the accreditation survey of any
home health agency.

[46 FR 55696, Nov. 12, 1981; 46 FR 59249, Dec.
4, 1981, as amended at 58 FR 61838, Nov. 23,
1993; 59 FR 56232, Nov. 10, 1994]

§401.134 Release of Medicare informa-
tion to State and Federal agencies.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, the following infor-
mation may be released to an officer or
employee of an agency of the Federal
or a State government lawfully
charged with the administration of a
program receiving grants-in-aid under
title V and XIX of the Social Security
Act for the purpose of administration
of those titles, or to any officer or em-
ployee of the Department of Army, De-
partment of Defense, solely for the ad-
ministration of its Civilian Health and
Medical Program of the Uniformed
Services (CHAMPURS):

(1) Information, including the identi-
fication number, concerning charges
made by physicians, other practi-
tioners, or suppliers, and amounts paid
under Medicare for services furnished
to beneficiaries by such physicians,
other practioners, or suppliers, to en-
able the agency to determine the prop-
er amount of benefits payable for med-
ical services performed in accordance
with those programs; or

(2) Information as to physicians or
other practioners that has been dis-
closed under §401.105.

(3) Information relating to the quali-
fications and certification status of
hospitals and other health care facili-
ties obtained in the process of deter-
mining whether, and certifying as to
whether, institutions or agencies meet
or continue to meet the conditions of
participation of providers of services or
whether other entities meet or con-
tinue to meet the conditions for cov-
erage of services they furnish.

(b) The release of such information
shall not be authorized by a fiscal
intermediary or carrier.

(c) The following information may be
released to any officer or employee of
an agency of the Federal or a State
government lawfully charged with the
duty of conducting an investigation or
prosecution with respect to possible
fraud or abuse against a program re-
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ceiving grants-in-aid under Medicaid,
but only for the purpose of conducting
such an investigation or prosecution,
or to any officer or employee of the De-
partment of the Army, Department of
Defense, solely for the administration
of its Civilian Health and Medical Pro-
gram of the Uniformed Services
(CHAMPUS), provided that the agency
has filed an agreement with CMS that
the information will be released only
to the agency’s enforcement branch
and that the agency will preserve the
confidentiality of the information re-
ceived and will not disclose that infor-
mation for other than program pur-
poses:

(1) The name and address of any pro-
vider of medical services, organization,
or other person being actively inves-
tigated for possible fraud in connection
with Medicare, and the nature of such
suspected fraud. An active investiga-
tion exists when there is significant
evidence supporting an initial com-
plaint but there is need for further in-
vestigation.

(2) The name and address of any pro-
vider of medical services, organization,
or other person found, after consulta-
tion with an appropriate professional
association or a program review team,
to have provided unnecessary services,
or of any physician or other individual
found to have violated the assignment
agreement on at least three occasions.

(3) The name and address of any pro-
vider of medical services, organization
or other person released under para-
graph (c)(1) or (2) of this section con-
cerning which an active investigation
is concluded with a finding that there
is no fraud or other prosecutable of-
fense.

§401.135 Release of Medicare informa-
tion to the public.

The following shall be made available
to the public under the conditions spec-
ified:

(a) Information as to amounts paid to
providers and other organizations and
facilities for services to beneficiaries
under title XVIII of the Act: Provided,
That no information identifying any
particular beneficiaries shall be dis-
closed under this paragraph.
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(b) The name of any provider of serv-
ices or other person furnishing services
to Medicare beneficiaries who—

(1) Has been found by a Federal court
to have been guilty of submitting false
claims in connection with Medicare; or

(2) Has been found by a carrier or
intermediary, after consultation with a
professional medical association func-
tioning external to program adminis-
tration or, if appropriate, the State
medical authority, to have been en-
gaged in a pattern of furnishing serv-
ices to beneficiaries which are substan-
tially in excess of their medical needs;
except that the name of any provider
or other person shall not be disclosed
pursuant to a finding under this para-
graph (b)(2) of this section, unless that
provider or other person has first been
afforded a reasonable opportunity to
offer evidence on his behalf.

(c) Upon request in writing, cost re-
ports submitted by providers of serv-
ices pursuant to section 1815 of the Act
to enable the Secretary to determine
amounts due the providers.

§401.136 Requests for information or
records.

(a) A request should reasonably iden-
tify the requested record by brief de-
scription. Requesters who have de-
tailed information which would assist
in identifying the records requested are
urged to provide such information in
order to expedite the handling of the
request. Envelopes in which written re-
quests are submitted should be clearly
identified as Freedom of Information
requests. The request should include
the fee or request determination of the
fee. When necessary, a written request
will be promptly forwarded to the prop-
er office, and the requester will be ad-
vised of the date of the receipt and
identification and address of the proper
office.

(b) Determinations of whether
records will be released or withheld
will be made within 10 working days
from date of receipt of the request in
the office listed in §401.128 except
where CMS extends this time and sends
notice of such extension to the re-
quester. Such extension may not ex-
ceed 10 additional working days and
shall apply only where the following
unusual circumstances exist:

17

§401.140

(1) The need to search for and collect
the requested records from field facili-
ties or other establishments that are
separate from the office processing the
requests;

(2) The need to search for, collect,
and appropriately examine a volumi-
nous amount of separate and distinct
records which are requested in a single
request; or

(3) The need for consultation, which
shall be conducted with all practicable
speed, with another agency having a
substantial interest in the request or
among two or more components of
CMS having a substantial interest in
the subject matter of the request.

(c) If an extension is made, the re-
quester will be notified in writing be-
fore the expiration of 10 working days
from receipt of the request and will be
given an explanation of why the exten-
sion was necessary and the date on
which a determination will be made.

(d) Authority to extend the time
limit with respect to any request for
information or records is granted to
the Director, Office of Public Affairs,
CMS and to the Director of Public Af-
fairs in any HHS Regional Office.
Those officers and employees of CMS
who are listed in §401.144(a) as having
authority to deny requests for informa-
tion from records maintained on indi-
viduals are granted authority to extend
the time limit for responding to re-
quests for information from such
records.

§401.140 Fees and charges.

(a) Statement of policy. It is CMS’s
policy to comply with certain requests
for information services without
charge. Except as otherwise deter-
mined pursuant to paragraph (c) of this
section, fees will be charged for the fol-
lowing services with respect to all
other requests for information from
records which are reasonably identified
by the requesters:

(1) Reproduction,
copying of records;

(2) Searches for records; and

(3) Certification or authentication of
records.

(b) Fee schedules. The fee schedule is
as follows:

(1) Search for records. Three dollars
per hour: Provided, however, That no

duplication, or



