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§ 405.508 Determination of comparable 
circumstances; limitation. 

(a) Application of limitation. The car-
rier may not in any case make a deter-
mination of reasonable charge which 
would be higher than the charge upon 
which it would base payment to its 
own policyholders for a comparable 
service in comparable circumstances. 
The charge upon which it would base 
payment, however, does not necessarily 
mean the amount the carrier would be 
obligated to pay. Under certain cir-
cumstances, some carriers pay 
amounts on behalf of individuals who 
are their policyholders, which are 
below the customary charges of physi-
cians or other persons to other individ-
uals. Payment under the supple-
mentary medical insurance program 
would not be limited to these lower 
amounts. 

(b) When comparability exists. ‘‘Com-
parable circumstances,’’ as used in the 
Act and this subpart, refers to the cir-
cumstances under which services are 
rendered to individuals and the nature 
of the carrier’s health insurance pro-
grams and the method it uses to deter-
mine the amounts of payments under 
these programs. Generally, com-
parability would exist where: 

(1) The carrier bases payment under 
its program on the customary charges, 
as presently constituted, of physicians 
or other persons and on current pre-
vailing charges in a locality, and 

(2) The determination does not pre-
clude recognition of factors such as 
speciality status and unusual cir-
cumstances which affect the amount 
charged for a service. 

(c) Responsibility for determining com-
parability. Responsibility for deter-
mining whether or not a carrier’s pro-
gram has comparability will in the 
first instance fall upon the carrier in 
reporting pertinent information about 
its programs to the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services. When the 
pertinent information has been re-
ported, the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services will advise the car-
rier whether any of its programs have 
comparability.

§ 405.509 Determining the inflation-in-
dexed charge. 

(a) Definition. For purposes of this 
section, inflation-indexed charge means 
the lowest of the fee screens used to de-
termine reasonable charges (as deter-
mined in § 405.503 for the customary 
charge, § 405.504 for the prevailing 
charge, this section for the inflation-
indexed charge, and § 405.511 for the 
lowest charge level) for services, sup-
plies, and equipment reimbursed on a 
reasonable charge basis (excluding phy-
sicians’ services), that is in effect on 
December 31 of the previous fee screen 
year, updated by the inflation adjust-
ment factor, as described in paragraph 
(b) of this section. 

(b) Application of inflation adjustment 
factor to determine inflation-indexed 
charge. (1) For fee screen years begin-
ning on or after January 1, 1987, the in-
flation-indexed charge is determined 
by updating the fee screen used to de-
termine the reasonable charges in ef-
fect on December 31 of the previous fee 
screen year by application of an infla-
tion adjustment factor, that is, the an-
nual change in the level of the con-
sumer price index for all urban con-
sumers, as compiled by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, for the 12-month pe-
riod ending on June 30 of each year. 

(2) For services, supplies, and equip-
ment furnished from October 1, 1985 
through December 31, 1986 the inflation 
adjustment factor is zero. 

(c) The inflation-indexed charge does 
not apply to any services, supplies, or 
equipment furnished after December 31, 
1991, that are covered under or limited 
by the fee schedule for physicians’ 
services established under section 1848 
of the Act and part 415 of this chapter. 
These services are subject to the Medi-
care Economic Index described in 
§ 415.30 of this chapter. 

[51 FR 34979, Oct. 1, 1986; 51 FR 37911, Oct. 27, 
1986, as amended at 56 FR 59621, Nov. 25, 1991]

§ 405.511 Reasonable charges for med-
ical services, supplies, and equip-
ment. 

(a) General rule. (1) A charge for any 
medical service, supply, or equipment 
(including equipment servicing) that in 
the judgment of CMS generally does 
not vary significantly in quality from 
one supplier to another (and that is 
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