§406.33

(¢) Qualifying for a reduction in month-
ly premium. An individual who qualifies
for the reduction described in para-
graph (b)(3) of this section must be an
individual who—

(1) Has 30 or more quarters of cov-
erage (QCs) as defined in 20 CFR 404.140
through 404.146;

(2) Has been married for at least the
previous one year period to a worker
who has 30 or more QCs;

(3) Had been married to a worker who
had 30 or more QCs for a period of at
least one year before the death of the
worker;

(4) Is divorced from, after at least 10
years of marriage to, a worker who had
30 or more QCs at the time the divorce
became final; or

(5) Is divorced from, after at least 10
yvears of marriage to, a worker who
subsequently died and who had 30 or
more QCs at the time the divorce be-
came final.

(d) Monthly premiums: Increase for late
enrollment and for reenrollment. For an
individual who enrolls after the close
of the initial enrollment period or re-
enrolls, the amount of the monthly
premium, as determined under para-
graph (b) of this section, is increased
by 10 percent for each full 12 months in
the periods described in §§406.33 and
406.34. Effective beginning with pre-
miums due for July 1986, the premium
increase is limited to 10 percent and is
payable for twice the number of full 12-
month periods determined under those
sections.

(e) Collection of monthly premiums. (1)
CMS will bill the enrollee on a month-
ly basis and include an addressed re-
turn envelope with the bill.

(2) The enrollee must pay by check or
money order that is payable to ‘“‘CMS
Medicare Insurance,” and shows his or
her name and the claim number that
appears on his or her Medicare card. He
or she must return the bill with the
check or money order.

(f) Months for which payment is due.
(1) A premium payment is due for each
month beginning with the first month
of coverage and continuing through the
month of death or if earlier, the month
in which coverage ends.

(2) A premium is due for the month of
death if coverage is still in effect, even
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if the individual dies on the first day of
the month.

(g) Option for group payments. A pub-
lic or private organization may pay the
premiums on behalf of one or more en-
rollees under a contract or other ar-
rangement with CMS if CMS deter-
mines that this method of payment is
administratively feasible. (The rules
set forth in subpart E of part 408 of this
chapter, for SMI premiums, also apply
to group payment of Part A premiums.)

[48 FR 12536, Mar. 25, 1983. Redesignated at 51
FR 41338, Nov. 14, 1986, as amended at 53 FR
47203, Nov. 22, 1988; 56 FR 8839, Mar. 1, 1991.
Redesignated and amended at 56 FR 38079,
38080, Aug. 12, 1991; 57 FR 36014, Aug. 12, 1992;
57 FR 58717, Dec. 11, 1992; 59 FR 26959, May 25,
1994]

§406.33 Determination of months to be
counted for premium increase: En-
rollment.

(a) Enrollment before April 1, 1981, or
after September 30, 1981. The months to
be counted for premium increase are
the months from the end of the initial
enrollment period through the end of
the general enrollment period, the spe-
cial enrollment period, or the transfer
enrollment period in which the indi-
vidual enrolls, excluding the following:

(1) Any months before September
1973.

(2) For premiums due for months
after May 1986, any months beginning
with January 1983 during which the in-
dividual was enrolled in an employer
group health plan based on the current
employment of the individual or the
individual’s spouse.

(3) Any months during the 7-month
special enrollment  period under
§406.21(e) during which premium hos-
pital insurance coverage is in effect.

(4) Any months that the individual
was enrolled in an HMO or CMP under
part 417, subpart K of this chapter as
described in §406.21(f).

(b) Enrollment during the period April 1
through September 30, 1981. The months
to be counted for premium increase are
the months from the end of the initial
enrollment period through the month
in which the individual enrolled, ex-
cluding any months before September
1973.

(c) Examples. (1) John F’s initial en-
rollment period ended July 1979 but he
did not enroll until January 1980. The
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months to be counted are August 1979
through March 1980. Since only 8
months elapsed, there is no premium
increase.

(2) Mary T’s initial enrollment period
ended in April 1980 but she did not en-
roll until May 1981. The months to be
counted are May 1980 through May 1981.
Since 13 months has elapsed, the pre-
mium would be increased by 10 percent.

(3) Effective with July 1986, Mary T,
in Example 2, would no longer have to
pay an increased premium because she
had paid it for twice the number of full
12-month periods during which she
could have been, but was not, enrolled
in the program.

(4) Vincent C’s initial enrollment pe-
riod ended August 31, 1986. He was cov-
ered under his wife’s employer group
health plan until she retired on May 31,
1989. He enrolled during June 1989, the
first month of the special enrollment
period under §406.21(e). No months are
countable for premium increase pur-
poses because the exclusions of para-
graph (a) of this section apply to all
months.

(5) Terry P enrolled in the 1987 gen-
eral enrollment period, with coverage
effective July 1987. There were 28
months after the end of his initial en-
rollment period through the end of the
1987 general enrollment period. His pre-
mium is increased by 10 percent. The
increase will be eliminated after he has
paid the additional 10 percent for 48
months.

[48 FR 12536, Mar. 25, 1983. Redesignated at 51
FR 41338, Nov. 14, 1986, as amended at 53 FR
47203, Nov. 22, 1988. Further redesignated and
amended at 57 FR 36014, Aug. 12, 1992]

§406.34 Determination of months to be
counted for premium increase: Re-
enrollment.

(a) First reenrollment before April 1,
1981 or after September 30, 1981. The
months to be counted for premium in-
crease are:

(1) The months specified in §406.33(a)
or (b); plus

(2) The months from the end of the
first period of entitlement through the
end of the general enrollment period in
which the individual reenrolled.

(b) First reenrollment during the period
April 1, 1981 through September 30, 1981.

§406.38

The months to be counted for premium
increase are—

(1) The months specified in §406.33(a);
plus

(2) The months from the end of the
first period of entitlement through the
month in which the individual re-
enrolled.

(c) Subsequent reenrollment during the
period April 1, 1981 through September 30,
1981. The months to be counted for pre-
mium increase are—

(1) The months specified in paragraph
(a) of this section; plus

(2) The months from April 1981
through the month in which the indi-
vidual reenrolled for the second time.
(Since only one reenrollment was per-
mitted before April 1981, any months
from the end of the individual’s first
enrollment period of entitlement
through March 1981 are not counted.)

(d) Subsequent reemrollment after Sep-
tember 30, 1981. The months to be count-
ed for premium increase are—

(1) The months specified in paragraph
(a) or (b) of this section, for the first
and second periods of coverage; plus

(2) The months from the end of each
subsequent period of entitlement
through the end of the general enroll-
ment period in which the individual re-
enrolled, excluding any months before
April 1981.

(e) Example. Peter M enrolled during
his initial enrollment period, termi-
nated his first coverage period in Au-
gust 1979 and reenrolled for the first
time in January 1980. The 7 months to
be counted (September 1979 through
March, 1980) were not enough to re-
quire any increase in the premium.
Peter terminated his second period of
coverage in February 1981 and re-
enrolled for the second time in July
1981. Since the 4 months (April through
July 1981), when added to the previous
7 months, bring the total to only 11
months, no premium increase is re-
quired.

[48 FR 12536, Mar. 25, 1983. Redesignated at 51
FR 41338, Nov. 14, 1986. Further redesignated
and amended at 57 FR 58717, Dec. 11, 1992]

§406.38 Prejudice to enrollment rights
because of Federal Government
error.

(a) If an individual’s enrollment or
nonenrollment for premium hospital
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