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42 CFR Ch. IV (10–1–02 Edition)§ 409.31 

1 Before December 5, 1980, the law required 
that admission and receipt of care be within 
14 days after discharge from the hospital or 
CAH and permitted admission up to 28 days 
after discharge if a SNF bed was not avail-
able in the geographic area in which the pa-
tient lived, or at the time it would be medi-
cally appropriate to begin an active course of 
treatment, if SNF care would not be medi-
cally appropriate within 14 days after dis-
charge.

(b) Date of admission requirements.1 (1) 
Except as specified in paragraph (b)(2) 
of this section, the beneficiary must be 
in need of posthospital SNF care, be 
admitted to the facility, and receive 
the needed care within 30 calendar days 
after the date of discharge from a hos-
pital or CAH.

(2) Exception. A beneficiary for whom 
posthospital SNF care would not be 
medically appropriate within 30 days 
after discharge from the hospital or 
CAH may be admitted at the time it 
would be medically appropriate to 
begin an active course of treatment. 

[48 FR 12541, Mar. 25, 1983, as amended at 51 
FR 41338, Nov. 14, 1986; 58 FR 30666, 30667, 
May 26, 1993; 62 FR 46025, Aug. 29, 1997; 63 FR 
26307, May 12, 1998; 64 FR 41681, July 30, 1999]

§ 409.31 Level of care requirement. 

(a) Definition. As used in this section, 
skilled nursing and skilled rehabilitation 
services means services that: 

(1) Are ordered by a physician; 
(2) Require the skills of technical or 

professional personnel such as reg-
istered nurses, licensed practical (voca-
tional) nurses, physical therapists, oc-
cupational therapists, and speech pa-
thologists or audiologists; and 

(3) Are furnished directly by, or 
under the supervision of, such per-
sonnel. 

(b) Specific conditions for meeting level 
of care requirements. (1) The beneficiary 
must require skilled nursing or skilled 
rehabilitation services, or both, on a 
daily basis. 

(2) Those services must be furnished 
for a condition— 

(i) For which the beneficiary received 
inpatient hospital or inpatient CAH 
services; or 

(ii) Which arose while the beneficiary 
was receiving care in a SNF or swing-
bed hospital for a condition for which 

he or she received inpatient hospital or 
inpatient CAH services. 

(3) The daily skilled services must be 
ones that, as a practical matter, can 
only be provided in a SNF, on an inpa-
tient basis. 

[48 FR 12541, Mar. 25, 1983, as amended at 58 
FR 30666, May 26, 1993]

§ 409.32 Criteria for skilled services 
and the need for skilled services. 

(a) To be considered a skilled service, 
the service must be so inherently com-
plex that it can be safely and effec-
tively performed only by, or under the 
supervision of, professional or tech-
nical personnel. 

(b) A condition that does not ordi-
narily require skilled services may re-
quire them because of special medical 
complications. Under those cir-
cumstances, a service that is usually 
nonskilled (such as those listed in 
§ 409.33(d)) may be considered skilled 
because it must be performed or super-
vised by skilled nursing or rehabilita-
tion personnel. For example, a plaster 
cast on a leg does not usually require 
skilled care. However, if the patient 
has a preexisting acute skin condition 
or needs traction, skilled personnel 
may be needed to adjust traction or 
watch for complications. In situations 
of this type, the complications, and the 
skilled services they require, must be 
documented by physicians’ orders and 
nursing or therapy notes. 

(c) The restoration potential of a pa-
tient is not the deciding factor in de-
termining whether skilled services are 
needed. Even if full recovery or med-
ical improvement is not possible, a pa-
tient may need skilled services to pre-
vent further deterioration or preserve 
current capabilities. For example, a 
terminal cancer patient may need 
some of the skilled services described 
in § 409.33. 

[48 FR 12541, Mar. 25, 1983, as amended at 59 
FR 65493, Dec. 20, 1994]

§ 409.33 Examples of skilled nursing 
and rehabilitation services. 

(a) Services that could qualify as either 
skilled nursing or skilled rehabilitation 
services—(1) Overall management and 
evaluation of care plan. (i) When overall 
management and evaluation of care 
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