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(6) A chiropractor who meets the
qualifications specified in §410.22

(c) Limitations on services. The Serv-
ices specified in paragraph (a) of this
section may be covered under Medicare
Part B if they are furnished within the
limitations specified in §§410.22
through 410.25.

§410.21 Limitations on services of a
chiropractor.

(a) Qualifications for chiropractors. (1)
A chiropractor licensed or authorized
to practice before July 1, 1974, and an
individual who began studies in a
chiropractic college before that date,
must have—

(i) Had preliminary education equal
to the requirements for graduation
from an accredited high school or other
secondary school;

(ii) Graduated from a college of
chiropractic approved by the State’s
chiropractic examiners after com-
pleting a course of study covering a pe-
riod of not less than 3 school years of 6
months each year in actual continuous
attendance and covering adequate
courses of study in the subjects of
anatomy, physiology, symptomatology
and diagnosis, hygiene and sanitation,
chemistry, histology, pathology, and
principles and practice of chiropractic,
including clinical instruction in
vertebral palpation, nerve tracing and
adjusting; and

(iii) Passed an examination pre-
scribed by the State’s chiropractic ex-
aminers covering the subjects specified
in paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this section.

(2) A chiropractor first licensed or
authorized to practice after June 30,
1974, and an individual who begins
studies in a chiropractic college after
that date, must have—

(i) Had preliminary education equal
to the requirements for graduation
from an accredited high school or other
secondary school;

(ii) Satisfactorily completed 2 years
of pre-chiropractic study at the college
level;

(iii) Satisfactorily completed a 4-year
course of 8 months each year offered by
a college or school of chiropractic ap-
proved by the State’s chiropractic ex-
aminers and including at least 4,000
hours in courses in anatomy, physi-
ology, symptomatology and diagnosis,
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hygiene and sanitation, chemistry, his-
tology, pathology, principles and prac-
tice of chiropractic, and clinical in-
struction in vertebral palpation, nerve
tracing and adjusting, plus courses in
the use and effect of X-ray and chiro-
practic analysis;

(iv) Passed an examination pre-
scribed by the State’s chiropractic ex-
aminers covering the subjects specified
in paragraph (a)(2)(iii) of this section;
and

(v) Attained 21 years of age.

(b) Limitations on services. (1) Medi-
care Part B pays only for a chiroprac-
tor’s manual manipulation of the spine
to correct a subluxation if the sub-
luxation has resulted in a neuro-
musculoskeletal condition for which
manual manipulation is appropriate
treatment.

(2) Medicare Part B does not pay for
X-rays or other diagnostic or thera-
peutic services furnished or ordered by
a chiropractor.

[61 FR 41339, Nov. 14, 1986, as amended at 64
FR 59439, Nov. 2, 1999. Redesignated at 66 FR
55328, Nov. 1, 2001]

§410.22 Limitations on services of an
optometrist.

Medicare Part B pays for the services
of a doctor of optometry, which he or
she is legally authorized to perform in
the State in which he or she performs
them, if the services are among those
described in section 1861(s) of the Act
and §410.10 of this part.

[64 FR 59439, Nov. 2, 1999. Redesignated at 66
FR 55328, Nov. 1, 2001]

§410.23 Screening for glaucoma: Con-
ditions for and limitations on cov-
erage.

(a) Definitions: As used in this sec-
tion, the following definitions apply:

(1) Direct supervision in the office set-
ting means the optometrist or the oph-
thalmologist must be present in the of-
fice suite and be immediately available
to furnish assistance and direction
throughout the performance of the pro-
cedure. It does not mean the physician
must be present in the room when the
procedure is performed.

(2) Eligible beneficiary means individ-
uals in the following high risk cat-
egories:

(i) Individual with diabetes mellitus;
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(ii) Individual with a family history
of glaucoma; or

(iii) African-Americans age 50 and
over.

(3) Screening for glaucoma means the
following procedures furnished to an
individual for the early detection of
glaucoma:

(i) A dilated eye examination with an
intraocular pressure measurement.

(ii) A direct ophthalmoscopy exam-
ination, or a slit-lamp biomicroscopic
examination.

(b) Condition for coverage of screening
for glaucoma.

Medicare Part B pays for glaucoma
screening examinations provided to eli-
gible beneficiaries as described in para-
graph (a)(2) of this section if they are
furnished by or under the direct super-
vision in the office setting of an optom-
etrist or ophthalmologist who is le-
gally authorized to perform these serv-
ices under State law (or the State regu-
latory mechanism provided by State
law) of the State in which the services
are furnished, as would otherwise be
covered if furnished by a physician or
incident to a physician’s professional
service.

(c) Limitations on coverage of glaucoma
screening examinations.

(1) Payment may not be made for a
glaucoma screening examination that
is performed for an individual who is
not an eligible beneficiary as described
in paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

(2) Payment may be made for a glau-
coma screening examination that is
performed on an individual who is an
eligible beneficiary as described in
paragraph (a)(2) of this section, after at
least 11 months have passed following
the month in which the last glaucoma
screening examination was performed.

[66 FR 55328, Nov. 1, 2001]

§410.24 Limitations on services of a
doctor of dental surgery or dental
medicine.

Medicare Part B pays for services
furnished by a doctor of dental surgery
or dental medicine within the scope of
his or her license, if the services would
be covered as physicians’ services when

§410.26

performed by a doctor of medicine or
osteopathy.t

[61 FR 41339, Nov. 14, 1986, as amended at 56
FR 8852, Mar. 1, 1991]

§410.25 Limitations on services of a
podiatrist.

Medicare Part B pays for the services
of a doctor of podiatric medicine, act-
ing within the scope of his or her li-
cense, if the services would be covered
as physicians’ services when performed
by a doctor of medicine or osteopathy.

§410.26 Services and supplies incident
to a physician’s professional serv-
ices: Conditions.

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this
section, the following definitions
apply:

(1) Auxiliary personmel means any in-
dividual who is acting under the super-
vision of a physician (or other practi-
tioner), regardless of whether the indi-
vidual is an employee, leased em-
ployee, or independent contractor of
the physician (or other practitioner) or
of the same entity that employs or
contracts with the physician (or other
practitioner).

(2) Direct supervision means the level
of supervision by the physician (or
other practitioner) of auxiliary per-
sonnel as defined in §410.32(b)(3)(ii).

(3) Independent contractor means an
individual (or an entity that has hired
such an individual) who performs part-
time or full-time work for which the
individual (or the entity that has hired
such an individual) receives an IRS-
1099 form.

(4) Leased employment means an em-
ployment relationship that is recog-
nized by applicable State law and that
is established by two employers by a
contract such that one employer hires
the services of an employee of the
other employer.

(6) Noninstitutional setting means all
settings other than a hospital or
skilled nursing facility.

1For services furnished before July 1, 1981,

Medicare Part B paid only for the following
services of a doctor of dental surgery or den-
tal medicine;

Surgery on the jaw or any adjoining struc-
ture; and

Reduction of a fracture of the jaw or other
facial bone.
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