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rental period begins with the first 
month of continuous rental, even if 
that period began before January 1, 
1994. For example, if the rental period 
began on July 1, 1993, the carrier must 
use this date as beginning the first 
month of rental. Likewise, for purposes 
of calculating the 10-month purchase 
option, the rental period begins with 
the first month of continuous rental 
without regard to when that period 
started. For example, if the rental pe-
riod began in August 1993, the 10-month 
purchase option must be offered to the 
beneficiary in May 1994, the tenth 
month of continuous rental. 

[57 FR 57690, Dec. 7, 1992, as amended at 60 
FR 35497, July 10, 1995]

§ 414.224 Customized items. 
(a) Criteria for a customized item. To be 

considered a customized item for pay-
ment purposes under paragraph (b) of 
this section, a covered item (including 
a wheelchair) must be uniquely con-
structed or substantially modified for a 
specific beneficiary according to the 
description and orders of a physician 
and be so different from another item 
used for the same purpose that the two 
items cannot be grouped together for 
pricing purposes. 

(b) Payment rule. Payment is made on 
a lump sum basis for the purchase of a 
customized item based on the carrier’s 
individual consideration and judgment 
of a reasonable payment amount for 
each customized item. The carrier’s in-
dividual consideration takes into ac-
count written documentation on the 
costs of the item including at least the 
cost of labor and materials used in cus-
tomizing an item. 

[56 FR 65998, Dec. 20, 1991, as amended at 58 
FR 34919, June 30, 1993]

§ 414.226 Oxygen and oxygen equip-
ment. 

(a) Payment rules. (1) Payment for 
rental of oxygen equipment and pur-
chase of oxygen contents is made based 
on a monthly fee schedule amount. 

(2) Monthly fee schedule payments 
continue until medical necessity ends. 

(b) Monthly fee schedule amount. (1) 
Monthly fee schedule amounts are sep-
arately calculated for the following 
items: 

(i) Stationary oxygen equipment and 
oxygen contents (stationary and port-
able oxygen contents). 

(ii) Portable oxygen equipment only. 
(iii) Stationary and portable oxygen 

contents only. 
(iv) Portable oxygen contents only. 
(2) For 1989 and 1990, the monthly fee 

schedule amounts are the local pay-
ment amounts determined as follows: 

(i) The carrier determines the base 
local average monthly payment rate 
equal to the total reasonable charges 
for the item for the 12-month period 
ending December 1986 divided by the 
total number of months for all bene-
ficiaries receiving the item for the 
same period. In determining the local 
average monthly payment rate, the fol-
lowing limitations apply: 

(A) Purchase charges for oxygen sys-
tems are not included as items classi-
fied under paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this 
section. 

(B) Purchase charges for portable 
equipment are not included as items 
classified under paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of 
this section. 

(ii) The carrier determines the local 
monthly payment amount equal to 0.95 
times the base local average monthly 
payment amount adjusted by the 
change in the CPI–U for the six-month 
period ending December 1987. 

(3) For years after 1990, the fee sched-
ule amounts are determined using the 
methodology contained in § 414.220 (d), 
(e), and (f). 

(c) Application of monthly fee schedule 
amounts. (1) The fee schedule amount 
for items described in paragraph 
(b)(1)(i) of this section is paid when the 
beneficiary rents a stationary oxygen 
system. 

(2) Subject to the limitation set forth 
in paragraph (d)(2) of this section, the 
fee schedule amount for items de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this 
section is paid when the beneficiary 
rents a portable oxygen system. 

(3) The fee schedule amount for items 
described in paragraph (b)(1)(iii) of this 
section is paid when the beneficiary 
owns a stationary gaseous or liquid ox-
ygen system. 

(4) The fee schedule amount for items 
described in paragraph (b)(1)(iv) of this 
section is paid when the beneficiary 
owns or rents a portable gaseous or 
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