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Supplemental health services means 
the health services described in 
§ 417.102(a). 

Unusual or infrequently used health 
services means: 

(1) Those health services that are 
projected to involve fewer than 1 per-
cent of the encounters per year for the 
entire HMO enrollment, or, 

(2) Those health services the provi-
sion of which, given the enrollment 
projection of the HMO and generally 
accepted staffing patterns, is projected 
will require less than 0.25 full time 
equivalent health professionals. 

[45 FR 72528, Oct. 31, 1980, as amended at 47 
FR 19338, May 5, 1982; 52 FR 22321, June 11, 
1987. Redesignated at 52 FR 36746, Sept. 30, 
1987. Redesignated and amended at 56 FR 
51985, Oct. 17, 1991; 58 FR 38067, July 15, 1993; 
60 FR 34887, July 5, 1995; 60 FR 45674, Sept. 1, 
1995]

§ 417.2 Basis and scope. 
(a) Subparts B through F of this part 

pertain to the Federal qualification of 
HMOs under title XIII of the Public 
Health Service (PHS) Act. 

(b) Subparts G through R of this part 
set forth the rules for Medicare con-
tracts with, and payment to, HMOs and 
competitive medical plans (CMPs) 
under section 1876 of the Act. 

(c) Subpart U of this part pertains to 
Medicare payment to health care pre-
payment plans under section 
1833(a)(1)(A) of the Act. 

(d) Subpart V of this part applies to 
the administration of outstanding 
loans and loan guarantees previously 
granted under title XIII of the PHS 
Act. 

[56 FR 51985, Oct. 17, 1991, as amended at 60 
FR 45675, Sept. 1, 1995]

Subpart B—Qualified Health Main-
tenance Organizations: Serv-
ices

§ 417.101 Health benefits plan: Basic 
health services. 

(a) An HMO must provide or arrange 
for the provision of basic health serv-
ices to its enrollees as needed and with-
out limitations as to time and cost 
other than those prescribed in the PHS 
Act and these regulations, as follows: 

(1) Physician services (including con-
sultant and referral services by a phy-

sician), which must be provided by a li-
censed physician, or if a service of a 
physician may also be provided under 
applicable State law by other health 
professionals, an HMO may provide the 
service through these other health pro-
fessionals; 

(2)(i) Outpatient services, which must 
include diagnostic services, treatment 
services and x-ray services, for patients 
who are ambulatory and may be pro-
vided in a non-hospital based health 
care facility or at a hospital; 

(ii) Inpatient hospital services, which 
must include but not be limited to, 
room and board, general nursing care, 
meals and special diets when medically 
necessary, use of operating room and 
related facilities, use of intensive care 
unit and services, x-ray services, lab-
oratory, and other diagnostic tests, 
drugs, medications, biologicals, anes-
thesia and oxygen services, special 
duty nursing when medically nec-
essary, radiation therapy, inhalation 
therapy, and administration of whole 
blood and blood plasma; 

(iii) Outpatient services and inpa-
tient hospital services must include 
short-term rehabilitation services and 
physical therapy, the provision of 
which the HMO determines can be ex-
pected to result in the significant im-
provement of a member’s condition 
within a period of two months; 

(3) Instructions to its enrollees on 
procedures to be followed to secure 
medically necessary emergency health 
services both in the service area and 
out of the service area; 

(4) Twenty outpatient visits per en-
rollee per year, as may be necessary 
and appropriate for short-term evalua-
tive or crisis intervention mental 
health services, or both; 

(5) Diagnosis, medical treatment and 
referral services (including referral 
services to appropriate ancillary serv-
ices) for the abuse of or addiction to al-
cohol and drugs: 

(i) Diagnosis and medical treatment 
for the abuse of or addiction to alcohol 
and drugs must include detoxification 
for alcoholism or drug abuse on either 
an outpatient or inpatient basis, 
whichever is medically determined to 
be appropriate, in addition to the other 
required basic health services for the 
treatment of other medical conditions; 
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(ii) Referral services may be either 
for medical or for nonmedical ancillary 
services. Medical services must be a 
part of basic health services; nonmed-
ical ancillary services (such as voca-
tional rehabilitation and employment 
counseling) and prolonged rehabilita-
tion services in a specialized inpatient 
or residential facility need not be a 
part of basic health services; 

(6) Diagnostic laboratory and diag-
nostic and therapeutic radiologic serv-
ices in support of basic health services; 

(7) Home health services provided at 
an enrollee’s home by health care per-
sonnel, as prescribed or directed by the 
responsible physician or other author-
ity designated by the HMO; and 

(8) Preventive health services, which 
must be made available to members 
and must include at least the fol-
lowing: 

(i) A broad range of voluntary family 
planning services; 

(ii) Services for infertility; 
(iii) Well-child care from birth; 
(iv) Periodic health evaluations for 

adults; 
(v) Eye and ear examinations for 

children through age 17, to determine 
the need for vision and hearing correc-
tion; and 

(vi) Pediatric and adult immuniza-
tions, in accord with accepted medical 
practice. 

(b) In addition, an HMO may include 
a health service described in § 417.102 as 
a supplemental health service in the 
basic health services that it provides or 
arranges for its enrollees for a basic 
health services payment. 

(c) To the extent that a natural dis-
aster, war, riot, civil insurrection, epi-
demic or any other emergency or simi-
lar event not within the control of an 
HMO results in the facilities, per-
sonnel, or financial resources of an 
HMO being unavailable to provide or 
arrange for the provision of a basic or 
supplemental health service in accord-
ance with the requirements of §§ 417.101 
through 417.106 and §§ 417.168 and 
417.169, the HMO is required only to 
make a good-faith effort to provide or 
arrange for the provision of the service, 
taking into account the impact of the 
event. For purposes of this paragraph, 
an event is not within the control of an 

HMO if the HMO cannot exercise influ-
ence or dominion over its occurrence. 

(d) The following are not required to 
be provided as basic health services: 

(1) Corrective appliances and artifi-
cial aids; 

(2) Mental health services, except as 
required under section 1302(1)(D) of the 
PHS Act and paragraph (a)(4) of this 
section; 

(3) Cosmetic surgery, unless medi-
cally necessary; 

(4) Prescribed drugs and medicines 
incidental to outpatient care; 

(5) Ambulance services, unless medi-
cally necessary; 

(6) Care for military service con-
nected disabilities for which the en-
rollee is legally entitled to services and 
for which facilities are reasonably 
available to this enrollee; 

(7) Care for conditions that State or 
local law requires be treated in a public 
facility; 

(8) Dental services; 
(9) Vision and hearing care except as 

required by sections 1302(1)(A) and 
1302(1)(H)(vi) of the PHS Act and para-
graphs (a)(1) and (a)(8) of this section; 

(10) Custodial or domiciliary care; 
(11) Experimental medical, surgical, 

or other experimental health care pro-
cedures, unless approved as a basic 
health service by the policymaking 
body of the HMO; 

(12) Personal or comfort items and 
private rooms, unless medically nec-
essary during inpatient hospitaliza-
tion; 

(13) Whole blood and blood plasma; 
(14) Long-term physical therapy and 

rehabilitation; 
(15) Durable medical equipment for 

home use (such as wheel chairs, sur-
gical beds, respirators, dialysis ma-
chines); and 

(16) Health services that are unusual 
and infrequently provided and not nec-
essary for the protection of individual 
health, as approved by CMS upon appli-
cation by the HMO. 

(e) An HMO may not offer to provide 
or arrange for the provision of basic 
health services on a prepayment basis 
that do not include all the basic health 
services set forth in paragraph (a) of 
this section or that are limited as to 
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time and cost except in a manner pre-
scribed by this subpart. 

[45 FR 72528, Oct. 31, 1980. Redesignated at 52 
FR 36746, Sept. 30, 1987, and amended at 58 
FR 38077, July 15, 1993]

§ 417.102 Health benefits plan: Supple-
mental health services. 

(a) An HMO may provide to its en-
rollees any health service that is not 
included as a basic health service under 
§ 417.101(a). These health services may 
be limited as to time and cost. 

(b) An HMO must determine the level 
and scope of supplemental health serv-
ices included with basic health services 
provided to its enrollees for a basic 
health services payment or those serv-
ices offered to its enrollees as supple-
mental health services. 

[45 FR 72528, Oct. 31, 1980, as amended at 47 
FR 19339, May 5, 1982. Redesignated at 52 FR 
36746, Sept. 30, 1987, as amended at 58 FR 
38082, 38083, July 15, 1993]

§ 417.103 Providers of basic and sup-
plemental health services. 

(a)(1) The HMO must provide that the 
services of health professionals that 
are provided as basic health services 
will, except as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section, be provided or ar-
ranged for through (i) health profes-
sionals who are staff of the HMO, (ii) a 
medical group or groups, (iii) an IPA or 
IPAs, (iv) physicians or other health 
professionals under direct service con-
tracts with the HMO for the provision 
of these services, or (v) any combina-
tion of staff, medical group or groups, 
IPA or IPAs, or physicians or other 
health professionals under direct serv-
ice contracts with the HMO. 

(2) A staff or medical group model 
HMO may have as providers of basic 
health services physicians who have 
also entered into written services ar-
rangements with an IPA or IPAs, but 
only if either (i) these physicians num-
ber less than 50 percent of the physi-
cians who have entered into arrange-
ments with the IPA or IPAs, or (ii) if 
the sharing is 50 percent or greater, 
CMS approves the sharing as being con-
sistent with the purposes of section 
1310(b) of the PHS Act. 

(3) After the 4 year period beginning 
with the month following the month in 
that an HMO becomes a qualified HMO, 

an entity that meets the requirements 
of the definition of medical group in 
§ 417.100, except for subdivision (3)(i) of 
that definition, may be considered a 
medical group if CMS determines that 
the principal professional activity 
(over 50 percent individually) of the en-
tity’s members is the coordinated prac-
tice of their profession, and if the HMO 
has demonstrated to the satisfaction of 
CMS that the entity is committed to 
the delivery of medical services on a 
prepaid group practice basis by either: 

(i) Presenting a reasonable time-
phased plan for the entity to achieve 
compliance with the ‘‘substantial re-
sponsibility’’ requirement of subdivi-
sion (3)(i) of the definition of ‘‘medical 
group’’ in § 417.100. The HMO must up-
date the plan annually and must dem-
onstrate to the satisfaction of CMS 
that the entity is making continuous 
efforts and progress towards compli-
ance with the requirements of the defi-
nition of ‘‘medical group,’’ or 

(ii) Demonstrating that compliance 
by the entity with the ‘‘substantial re-
sponsibility’’ requirement is unreason-
able or impractical because (A) the 
HMO serves a non-metropolitan or 
rural area as defined in § 417.100, or (B) 
the entity is a multi-speciality group 
that provides medical consultation 
upon referral on a regional or national 
basis, or (C) the majority of the resi-
dents of the HMO’s service area are not 
eligible for employer-employee health 
benefits plans and the HMO has an in-
sufficient number of enrollees to re-
quire utilization of at least 35 percent 
of the entity’s services. 

(b) HMOs must have effective proce-
dures to monitor utilization and to 
control cost of basic and supplemental 
health services and to achieve utiliza-
tion goals, which may include mecha-
nisms such as risk sharing, financial 
incentives, or other provisions agreed 
to by providers. 

(c) Paragraph (a) of this section does 
not apply to the provision of the serv-
ices of a physician: 

(1) Which the HMO determines are 
unusual or infrequently used services; 
or 

(2) Which, because of an emergency, 
it was medically necessary to provide 
to the enrollee other than as required 
by paragraph (a) of this section; or 
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