
787

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS § 418.204

are provided. The services must be con-
sistent with the plan of care. A certifi-
cation that the individual is terminally 
ill must be completed as set forth in 
§ 418.22.

§ 418.202 Covered services. 
All services must be performed by ap-

propriately qualified personnel, but it 
is the nature of the service, rather 
than the qualification of the person 
who provides it, that determines the 
coverage category of the service. The 
following services are covered hospice 
services: 

(a) Nursing care provided by or under 
the supervision of a registered nurse. 

(b) Medical social services provided 
by a social worker under the direction 
of a physician. 

(c) Physicians’ services performed by 
a physician as defined in § 410.20 of this 
chapter except that the services of the 
hospice medical director or the physi-
cian member of the interdisciplinary 
group must be performed by a doctor of 
medicine or osteopathy. 

(d) Counseling services provided to 
the terminally ill individual and the 
family members or other persons car-
ing for the individual at home. Coun-
seling, including dietary counseling, 
may be provided both for the purpose 
of training the individual’s family or 
other caregiver to provide care, and for 
the purpose of helping the individual 
and those caring for him or her to ad-
just to the individual’s approaching 
death. 

(e) Short-term inpatient care pro-
vided in a participating hospice inpa-
tient unit, or a participating hospital 
or SNF, that additionally meets the 
standards in § 418.202 (a) and (e) regard-
ing staffing and patient areas. Services 
provided in an inpatient setting must 
conform to the written plan of care. In-
patient care may be required for proce-
dures necessary for pain control or 
acute or chronic symptom manage-
ment. 
Inpatient care may also be furnished as 
a means of providing respite for the in-
dividual’s family or other persons car-
ing for the individual at home. Respite 
care must be furnished as specified in 
§ 418.98(b). Payment for inpatient care 
will be made at the rate appropriate to 
the level of care as specified in § 418.302. 

(f) Medical appliances and supplies, 
including drugs and biologicals. Only 
drugs as defined in section 1861(t) of 
the Act and which are used primarily 
for the relief of pain and symptom con-
trol related to the individual’s ter-
minal illness are covered. Appliances 
may include covered durable medical 
equipment as described in § 410.38 of 
this chapter as well as other self-help 
and personal comfort items related to 
the palliation or management of the 
patient’s terminal illness. Equipment 
is provided by the hospice for use in 
the patient’s home while he or she is 
under hospice care. Medical supplies 
include those that are part of the writ-
ten plan of care. 

(g) Home health aide services furnished 
by qualified aides as designated in § 418.94 
and homemaker services. Home health 
aides may provide personal care serv-
ices as defined in § 409.45(b) of this 
chapter. Aides may perform household 
services to maintain a safe and sani-
tary environment in areas of the home 
used by the patient, such as changing 
bed linens or light cleaning and laun-
dering essential to the comfort and 
cleanliness of the patient. Aide serv-
ices must be provided under the gen-
eral supervision of a registered nurse. 
Homemaker services may include as-
sistance in maintenance of a safe and 
healthy environment and services to 
enable the individual to carry out the 
treatment plan. 

(h) Physical therapy, occupational 
therapy and speech-language pathology 
services in addition to the services de-
scribed in § 409.33 (b) and (c) of this 
chapter provided for purposes of symp-
tom control or to enable the patient to 
maintain activities of daily living and 
basic functional skills. 

[48 FR 56026, Dec. 16, 1983, as amended at 51 
FR 41351, Nov. 14, 1986; 55 FR 50835, Dec. 11, 
1990; 59 FR 65498, Dec. 20, 1994]

§ 418.204 Special coverage require-
ments. 

(a) Periods of crisis. Nursing care may 
be covered on a continuous basis for as 
much as 24 hours a day during periods 
of crisis as necessary to maintain an 
individual at home. Either homemaker 
or home health aide services or both 
may be covered on a 24-hour contin-
uous basis during periods of crisis but 
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care during these periods must be pre-
dominantly nursing care. A period of 
crisis is a period in which the indi-
vidual requires continuous care to 
achieve palliation or management of 
acute medical symptoms. 

(b) Respite care. (1) Respite care is 
short-term inpatient care provided to 
the individual only when necessary to 
relieve the family members or other 
persons caring for the individual. 

(2) Respite care may be provided only 
on an occasional basis and may not be 
reimbursed for more than five consecu-
tive days at a time. 

(c) Bereavement counseling. Bereave-
ment counseling is a required hospice 
service but it is not reimbursable. 

[48 FR 56026, Dec. 16, 1983, as amended at 55 
FR 50835, Dec. 11, 1990]

Subpart G—Payment for Hospice 
Care

§ 418.301 Basic rules. 
(a) Medicare payment for covered 

hospice care is made in accordance 
with the method set forth in § 418.302. 

(b) Medicare reimbursement to a hos-
pice in a cap period is limited to a cap 
amount specified in § 418.309. 

[48 FR 56026, Dec. 16, 1983, as amended at 56 
FR 26919, June 12, 1991]

§ 418.302 Payment procedures for hos-
pice care. 

(a) CMS establishes payment 
amounts for specific categories of cov-
ered hospice care. 

(b) Payment amounts are determined 
within each of the following categories: 

(1) Routine home care day. A routine 
home care day is a day on which an in-
dividual who has elected to receive 
hospice care is at home and is not re-
ceiving continuous care as defined in 
paragraph (b)(2) of this section. 

(2) Continuous home care day. A con-
tinuous home care day is a day on 
which an individual who has elected to 
receive hospice care is not in an inpa-
tient facility and receives hospice care 
consisting predominantly of nursing 
care on a continuous basis at home. 
Home health aide or homemaker serv-
ices or both may also be provided on a 
continuous basis. Continuous home 
care is only furnished during brief peri-

ods of crisis as described in § 418.204(a) 
and only as necessary to maintain the 
terminally ill patient at home. 

(3) Inpatient respite care day. An inpa-
tient respite care day is a day on which 
the individual who has elected hospice 
care receives care in an approved facil-
ity on a short-term basis for respite. 

(4) General inpatient care day. A gen-
eral inpatient care day is a day on 
which an individual who has elected 
hospice care receives general inpatient 
care in an inpatient facility for pain 
control or acute or chronic symptom 
management which cannot be managed 
in other settings. 

(c) The payment amounts for the cat-
egories of hospice care are fixed pay-
ment rates that are established by 
CMS in accordance with the procedures 
described in § 418.306. Payment rates 
are determined for the following cat-
egories: 

(1) Routine home care. 
(2) Continuous home care. 
(3) Inpatient respite care. 
(4) General inpatient care. 
(d) The intermediary reimburses the 

hospice at the appropriate payment 
amount for each day for which an eligi-
ble Medicare beneficiary is under the 
hospice’s care. 

(e) The intermediary makes payment 
according to the following procedures: 

(1) Payment is made to the hospice 
for each day during which the bene-
ficiary is eligible and under the care of 
the hospice, regardless of the amount 
of services furnished on any given day. 

(2) Payment is made for only one of 
the categories of hospice care described 
in § 418.302(b) for any particular day. 

(3) On any day on which the bene-
ficiary is not an inpatient, the hospice 
is paid the routine home care rate, un-
less the patient receives continuous 
care as defined in paragraph (b)(2) of 
this section for a period of at least 8 
hours. In that case, a portion of the 
continuous care day rate is paid in ac-
cordance with paragraph (e)(4) of this 
section. 

(4) The hospice payment on a contin-
uous care day varies depending on the 
number of hours of continuous services 
provided. The continuous home care 
rate is divided by 24 to yield an hourly 
rate. The number of hours of contin-
uous care provided during a continuous 
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