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nonreimbursement or recoupment, pro-
viders will have until July 30, 1983, to 
amend those contracts entered into or 
renewed after December 5, 1980, and be-
fore January 31, 1983, that do not con-
form to the requirements of paragraph 
(b) of this section. 

[47 FR 58267, Dec. 30, 1982, as amended at 49 
FR 13703, Apr. 6, 1984]

§ 420.303 HHS criteria for requesting 
books, documents, and records. 

HHS will generally request books, 
documents, and records from a subcon-
tractor only if one of the following sit-
uations exists and the question cannot 
satisfactorily and efficiently be re-
solved without access to the books, 
documents, and records: 

(a) HHS has reason to believe that 
the costs claimed for services of the 
subcontractor are excessive or inappro-
priate. 

(b) There is insufficient information 
to judge the appropriateness of the 
costs. 

(c) There is a written accusation with 
suitable evidence against the provider 
or subcontractor of kickbacks, bribes, 
rebates, or other illegal activities. 

(d) There is evidence of a possible 
nondisclosure of the existence of a re-
lated organization.

§ 420.304 Procedures for obtaining ac-
cess to books, documents, and 
records. 

(a) Contents of the request. Requests 
for access will be in writing and con-
tain the following elements: 

(1) Reasonable identification of the 
books, documents, and records to 
which access is being requested. 

(2) Identification of the contract or 
subcontract in which costs are being 
questioned as excessive or inappro-
priate. 

(3) The reason that the appropriate-
ness of the costs or value of the serv-
ices of the subcontractor in question 
cannot be adequately or efficiently de-
termined without access to the sub-
contractor’s books and records. 

(4) The authority in the statute and 
regulations for the access requested. 

(5) To the extent possible, the identi-
fication of those individuals who will 
be visiting the subcontractor to obtain 

access to the books, documents, and 
records. 

(6) The time and date of the sched-
uled visit. 

(7) The name of the duly authorized 
representative of HHS to contact if 
there are any questions. 

(b) Subcontractor response to a request 
for access to books, documents, and 
records. (1) The subcontractor will have 
30 days from the date of a written re-
quest for access to books, documents, 
and records to make them available in 
accordance with the request. 

(2) If the subcontractor believes the 
request is inadequate because it does 
not fully meet one or more of the re-
quired elements in paragraph (a) of this 
section, the subcontractor must advise 
the requesting organization of the ad-
ditional information needed. 

(i) The subcontractor must notify the 
requesting organization within 20 days 
of the date of the request that it was 
improperly completed. 

(ii) The subcontractor must make the 
books, documents, and records avail-
able within 20 days after the date of 
the requesting organization’s response. 

(3) If the subcontractor believes, for 
good cause, that the requested books, 
documents, and records cannot be 
made available as requested with the 
30-day period under paragraph (b)(1) of 
this section, the subcontractor may re-
quest an extension of time within 
which to comply with the request from 
the requesting organization. The re-
questing organization may, at its dis-
cretion, grant the request for an exten-
sion, in whole or in part, for good cause 
shown. 

(4) The subcontractor must make the 
books, documents, and records avail-
able during its regular business hours 
for inspection, audit, and reproduction. 

(5) If HHS asks the subcontractor to 
reproduce books, documents, and 
records, HHS will pay the reasonable 
cost of reproduction. However, if the 
subcontractor reproduces books, docu-
ments, and records as a means of mak-
ing them available, the subcontractor 
must bear the cost of the reproduction 
and no Medicare reimbursement will be 
made for that purpose. 
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