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Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS § 433.138

forth State plan requirements con-
cerning— 

(a) The legal liability of third parties 
to pay for services provided under the 
plan; 

(b) Assignment to the State of an in-
dividual’s rights to third party pay-
ments; and 

(c) Cooperative agreements between 
the Medicaid agency and other entities 
for obtaining third party payments. 

[50 FR 46664, Nov. 12, 1985]

§ 433.136 Definitions. 
For purposes of this subpart— 
Private insurer means: 
(1) Any commercial insurance com-

pany offering health or casualty insur-
ance to individuals or groups (includ-
ing both experience-rated insurance 
contracts and indemnity contracts); 

(2) Any profit or nonprofit prepaid 
plan offering either medical services or 
full or partial payment for services in-
cluded in the State plan; and 

(3) Any organization administering 
health or casualty insurance plans for 
professional associations, unions, fra-
ternal groups, employer-employee ben-
efit plans, and any similar organization 
offering these payments or services, in-
cluding self-insured and self-funded 
plans. 

Third party means any individual, en-
tity or program that is or may be lia-
ble to pay all or part of the expendi-
tures for medical assistance furnished 
under a State plan. 

Title IV–D agency means the organiza-
tional unit in the State that has the 
responsibility for administering or su-
pervising the administration of a State 
plan for child support enforcement 
under title IV–D of the Act. 

[49 FR 8984, Feb. 11, 1980, as amended at 50 
FR 46664, Nov. 12, 1985; 50 FR 49389, Dec. 2, 
1985]

§ 433.137 State plan requirements. 
(a) A State plan must provide that 

the requirements of §§ 433.138 and 
433.139 are met for identifying third 
parties liable for payment of services 
under the plan and for payment of 
claims involving third parties. 

(b) A State plan must provide that— 
(1) The requirements of §§ 433.145 

through 433.148 are met for assignment 

of rights to benefits, cooperation with 
the agency in obtaining medical sup-
port or payments, and cooperation in 
identifying and providing information 
to assist the State in pursuing any lia-
ble third parties; and 

(2) The requirements of §§ 433.151 
through 433.154 are met for cooperative 
agreements and incentive payments for 
third party collections. 

(c) The requirements of paragraph 
(b)(1) of this section relating to assign-
ment of rights to benefits and coopera-
tion in obtaining medical support or 
payments and paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section are effective for medical assist-
ance furnished on or after October 1, 
1984. The requirements of paragraph 
(b)(1) of this section relating to co-
operation in identifying and providing 
information to assist the State in pur-
suing liable third parties are effective 
for medical assistance furnished on or 
after July 1, 1986. 

[50 FR 46665, Nov. 12, 1985, as amended at 55 
FR 48606, Nov. 21, 1990; 55 FR 52130, Dec. 19, 
1990; 60 FR 35502, July 10, 1995]

§ 433.138 Identifying liable third par-
ties. 

(a) Basic provisions. The agency must 
take reasonable measures to determine 
the legal liability of the third parties 
who are liable to pay for services fur-
nished under the plan. At a minimum, 
such measures must include the re-
quirements specified in paragraphs (b) 
through (k) of this section, unless 
waived under paragraph (l) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) Obtaining health insurance informa-
tion: Initial application and redetermina-
tion processes for Medicaid eligibility. (1) 
If the Medicaid agency determines eli-
gibility for Medicaid, it must, during 
the initial application and each rede-
termination process, obtain from the 
applicant or recipient such health in-
surance information as would be useful 
in identifying legally liable third party 
resources so that the agency may proc-
ess claims under the third party liabil-
ity payment procedures specified in 
§ 433.139 (b) through (f). Health insur-
ance information may include, but is 
not limited to, the name of the policy 
holder, his or her relationship to the 
applicant or recipient, the social secu-
rity number (SSN) of the policy holder, 
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