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(3) Section 1932(b)(4) requires Med-
icaid managed care organizations to es-
tablish internal grievance procedures 
under which Medicaid enrollees, or pro-
viders acting on their behalf, may chal-
lenge the denial of coverage of, or pay-
ment for, medical assistance. 

(b) Definitions. As used in this sub-
part, the following terms have the indi-
cated meanings: 

Action means— 
In the case of an MCO or PIHP— 
(1) The denial or limited authoriza-

tion of a requested service, including 
the type or level of service; 

(2) The reduction, suspension, or ter-
mination of a previously authorized 
service; 

(3) The denial, in whole or in part, of 
payment for a service; 

(4) The failure to provide services in 
a timely manner, as defined by the 
State; 

(5) The failure of an MCO or PIHP to 
act within the timeframes provided in 
§ 438.408(b); or 

(6) For a resident of a rural area with 
only one MCO, the denial of a Medicaid 
enrollee’s request to exercise his or her 
right, under § 438.52(b)(2)(ii), to obtain 
services outside the network. 

Appeal means a request for review of 
an action, as ‘‘action’’ is defined in this 
section. 

Grievance means an expression of dis-
satisfaction about any matter other 
than an action, as ‘‘action’’ is defined 
in this section. The term is also used to 
refer to the overall system that in-
cludes grievances and appeals handled 
at the MCO or PIHP level and access to 
the State fair hearing process. (Pos-
sible subjects for grievances include, 
but are not limited to, the quality of 
care or services provided, and aspects 
of interpersonal relationships such as 
rudeness of a provider or employee, or 
failure to respect the enrollee’s rights.)

§ 438.402 General requirements. 
(a) The grievance system. Each MCO 

and PIHP must have a system in place 
for enrollees that includes a grievance 
process, an appeal process, and access 
to the State’s fair hearing system. 

(b) Filing requirements—(1) Authority 
to file. (i) An enrollee may file a griev-
ance and an MCO or PIHP level appeal, 
and may request a State fair hearing. 

(ii) A provider, acting on behalf of 
the enrollee and with the enrollee’s 
written consent, may file an appeal. A 
provider may file a grievance or re-
quest a State fair hearing on behalf of 
an enrollee, if the State permits the 
provider to act as the enrollee’s au-
thorized representative in doing so. 

(2) Timing. The State specifies a rea-
sonable timeframe that may be no less 
than 20 days and not to exceed 90 days 
from the date on the MCO’s or PIHP’s 
notice of action. Within that time-
frame— 

(i) The enrollee or the provider may 
file an appeal; and 

(ii) In a State that does not require 
exhaustion of MCO and PIHP level ap-
peals, the enrollee may request a State 
fair hearing. 

(3) Procedures. (i) The enrollee may 
file a grievance either orally or in writ-
ing and, as determined by the State, ei-
ther with the State or with the MCO or 
the PIHP. 

(ii) The enrollee or the provider may 
file an appeal either orally or in writ-
ing, and unless he or she requests expe-
dited resolution, must follow an oral 
filing with a written, signed, appeal.

§ 438.404 Notice of action. 

(a) Language and format requirements. 
The notice must be in writing and 
must meet the language and format re-
quirements of § 438.10(c) and (d) to en-
sure ease of understanding. 

(b) Content of notice. The notice must 
explain the following: 

(1) The action the MCO or PIHP or 
its contractor has taken or intends to 
take. 

(2) The reasons for the action. 
(3) The enrollee’s or the provider’s 

right to file an MCO or PIHP appeal. 
(4) If the State does not require the 

enrollee to exhaust the MCO or PIHP 
level appeal procedures, the enrollee’s 
right to request a State fair hearing. 

(5) The procedures for exercising the 
rights specified in this paragraph. 

(6) The circumstances under which 
expedited resolution is available and 
how to request it. 

(7) The enrollee’s right to have bene-
fits continue pending resolution of the 
appeal, how to request that benefits be 
continued, and the circumstances 
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