§447.205

§447.205 Public notice of changes in
Statewide methods and standards
for setting payment rates.

(a) When notice is required. Except as
specified in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, the agency must provide public
notice of any significant proposed
change in its methods and standards
for setting payment rates for services.

(b) When notice is not required. Notice
is not required if—

(1) The change is being made to con-
form to Medicare methods or levels of
reimbursement;

(2) The change is required by court
order; or

(3) The change is based on changes in
wholesalers’ or manufacturers’ prices
of drugs or materials, if the agency’s
reimbursement system is based on ma-
terial cost plus a professional fee.

(c) Content of notice. The notice
must—

(1) Describe the proposed change in
methods and standards;

(2) Give an estimate of any expected
increase or decrease in annual aggre-
gate expenditures;

(3) Explain why the agency is chang-
ing its methods and standards;

(4) Identify a local agency in each
county (such as the social services
agency or health department) where
copies of the proposed changes are
available for public review;

(5) Give an address where written
comments may be sent and reviewed by
the public; and

(6) If there are public hearings, give
the location, date and time for hear-
ings or tell how this information may
be obtained.

(d) Publication of motice. The notice
must—

(1) Be published before the proposed
effective date of the change; and

(2) Appear as a public announcement
in one of the following publications:

(i) A State register similar to the
FEDERAL REGISTER.

(ii) The newspaper of widest circula-
tion in each city with a population of
50,000 or more.

(iii) The newspaper of widest circula-
tion in the State, if there is no city
with a population of 50,000 or more.

[46 FR 58680, Dec. 3, 1981; 47 FR 8567, Mar. 1,
1982, as amended at 48 FR 56057, Dec. 19, 1983]
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§447.250 Basis and purpose.

(a) This subpart implements section
1902(a)(13)(A) of the Act, which requires
that the State plan provide for pay-
ment for hospital and long-term care
facility services through the use of
rates that the State finds, and makes
assurances satisfactory to the Sec-
retary, are reasonable and adequate to
meet the costs that must be incurred
by efficiently and economically oper-
ated facilities to provide services in
conformity with State and Federal
laws, regulations, and quality and safe-
ty standards.

(b) Section 447.253(a)(2) implements
section 1902(a)(30) of the Act, which re-
quires that payments be consistent
with efficiency, economy, and quality
of care;

(c) Sections 447.2563 (c¢) and (d) imple-
ment sections 1902(a)(13)(B) and
1902(a)(13)(C) of the Act, which require
a State Medicaid agency to make cer-
tain assurances to the Secretary re-
garding increases in payments result-
ing solely from changes in ownerships
of hospitals, NF's, and ICFs/MR.

(d) Section 447.271 implements sec-
tion 1903(i)(3) of the Act, which re-
quires that payments for inpatient hos-
pital services not exceed the hospital’s
customary charges.

(e) Section 447.280 implements sec-
tion 1913(b) of the Act, which concerns
reimbursement for long-term care serv-
ices furnished by swing-bed hospitals.

[48 FR 56057, Dec. 19, 1983, as amended at 57
FR 43921, Sept. 23, 1992]

PAYMENT RATES

§447.251 Definitions.

For the purposes of this subpart—

Long-term care facility services means
intermediate care facility services for
the mentally retarded (ICF/MR) and
nursing facility (NF) services.

Provider means an institution that
furnishes inpatient hospital services or
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Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS

an institution that furnishes long-term
care facility services.

[46 FR 47971, Sept. 30, 1981, as amended at 54
FR 5359, Feb. 2, 1989; 56 FR 48867, Sept. 26,
1991]

§447.252 State plan requirements.

(a) The plan must provide that the
requirements of this subpart are met.

(b) The plan must specify comprehen-
sively the methods and standards used
by the agency to set payment rates in
a manner consistent with §430.10 of this
chapter.

(c) If the agency chooses to apply the
cost limits established under Medicare
(see §413.30 of this chapter) on an indi-
vidual provider basis, the plan must
specify this requirement.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0938-0193)

[48 FR 560568, Dec. 19, 1983, as amended at 51
FR 34833, Sept. 30, 1986]

§447.253 Other requirements.

(a) State assurances. In order to re-
ceive CMS approval of a State plan
change in payment methods and stand-
ards, the Medicaid agency must make
assurances satisfactory to CMS that
the requirements set forth in para-
graphs (b) through (i) of this section
are being met, must submit the related
information required by §447.255 of this
subpart, and must comply with all
other requirements of this subpart.

(b) Findings. Whenever the Medicaid
agency makes a change in its methods
and standards, but not less often than
annually, the agency must make the
following findings:

(1) Payment rates. (i) The Medicaid
agency pays for inpatient hospital
services and long-term care facility
services through the use of rates that
are reasonable and adequate to meet
the costs that must be incurred by effi-
ciently and economically operated pro-
viders to provide services in con-
formity with applicable State and Fed-
eral laws, regulations, and quality and
safety standards.

(ii) With respect to inpatient hospital
services—

(A) The methods and standards used
to determine payment rates take into
account the situation of hospitals
which serve a disproportionate number
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of low income patients with special
needs;

(B) If a State elects in its State plan
to cover inappropriate level of care
services (that is, services furnished to
hospital inpatients who require a lower
covered level of care such as skilled
nursing or intermediate care services)
under conditions similar to those de-
scribed in section 1861(v)(1)(G) of the
Act, the methods and standards used to
determine payment rates must specify
that the payments for this type of care
must be made at rates lower than those
for inpatient hospital level of care
services, reflecting the level of care ac-
tually received, in a manner consistent
with section 1861(v)(1)(G) of the Act;
and

(C) The payment rates are adequate
to assure that recipients have reason-
able access, taking into account geo-
graphic location and reasonable travel
time, to inpatient hospital services of
adequate quality.

(iii) With respect to nursing facility
services—

(A) Except for preadmission screen-
ing for individuals with mental illness
and mental retardation under §483.20(f)
of this Chapter, the methods and stand-
ards used to determine payment rates
take into account the costs of com-
plying with the requirements of part
483 subpart B of this chapter;

(B) The methods and standards used
to determine payment rates provide for
an appropriate reduction to take into
account the lower costs (if any) of the
facility for nursing care under a waiver
of the requirement in §483.30(c) of this
Chapter to provide licensed nurses on a
24-hour basis;

(C) The State establishes procedures
under which the data and methodology
used in establishing payment rates are
made available to the public.

(2) Upper payment limits. The agency’s
proposed payment rate will not exceed
the upper payment limits as specified
in §447.272.

(c) Changes in ownership of hospitals.
In determining payment when there
has been a sale or transfer of the assets
of a hospital, the State’s methods and
standards must provide that payment
rates can reasonably be expected not to
increase in the aggregate solely as a re-
sult of changes of ownership, more
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