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2 The American Association on Mental Re-
tardation’s Manual on Classification in Men-
tal Retardation is available for inspection at 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Serv-
ices, Room 132, East High Rise Building, 6325 
Security Boulevard, Baltimore, Maryland, or 
at the Office of the Federal Register Infor-
mation Center, Suite 700, 800 North Capitol 
St. NW., Washington, DC. Copies may be ob-
tained from the American Association on 
Mental Retardation, 1719 Kalorama Rd., NW., 
Washington, DC 20009.

to 6 months that would be appropriate 
for the individual’s developmental 
stage. An individual typically has at 
least one of the following characteris-
tics on a continuing or intermittent 
basis: 

(A) Interpersonal functioning. The in-
dividual has serious difficulty inter-
acting appropriately and commu-
nicating effectively with other persons, 
has a possible history of altercations, 
evictions, firing, fear of strangers, 
avoidance of interpersonal relation-
ships and social isolation; 

(B) Concentration, persistence, and 
pace. The individual has serious dif-
ficulty in sustaining focused attention 
for a long enough period to permit the 
completion of tasks commonly found 
in work settings or in work-like struc-
tured activities occurring in school or 
home settings, manifests difficulties in 
concentration, inability to complete 
simple tasks within an established 
time period, makes frequent errors, or 
requires assistance in the completion 
of these tasks; and 

(C) Adaptation to change. The indi-
vidual has serious difficulty in adapt-
ing to typical changes in cir-
cumstances associated with work, 
school, family, or social interaction, 
manifests agitation, exacerbated signs 
and symptoms associated with the ill-
ness, or withdrawal from the situation, 
or requires intervention by the mental 
health or judicial system. 

(iii) Recent treatment. The treatment 
history indicates that the individual 
has experienced at least one of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Psychiatric treatment more in-
tensive than outpatient care more than 
once in the past 2 years (e.g., partial 
hospitalization or inpatient hos-
pitalization); or 

(B) Within the last 2 years, due to the 
mental disorder, experienced an epi-
sode of significant disruption to the 
normal living situation, for which sup-
portive services were required to main-
tain functioning at home, or in a resi-
dential treatment environment, or 
which resulted in intervention by hous-
ing or law enforcement officials. 

(2) An individual is considered to 
have dementia if he or she has a pri-
mary diagnosis of dementia, as de-
scribed in the Diagnostic and Statis-

tical Manual of Mental Disorders, 3rd 
edition, revised in 1987, or a non-pri-
mary diagnosis of dementia unless the 
primary diagnosis is a major mental 
disorder as defined in paragraph 
(b)(1)(i)(A) of this section. 

(3) An individual is considered to 
have mental retardation (MR) if he or 
she has— 

(i) A level of retardation (mild, mod-
erate, severe or profound) described in 
the American Association on Mental 
Retardation’s Manual on Classification 
in Mental Retardation (1983). Incorpo-
ration by reference of the 1983 edition 
of the American Association on Mental 
Retardation’s Manual on Classification 
in Mental Retardation was approved by 
the Director of the Federal Register in 
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 
CFR part 51 that govern the use of 
incorporations by reference;2 or

(ii) A related condition as defined by 
§ 435.1009 of this chapter. 

[57 FR 56506, Nov. 30, 1992; 58 FR 25784, Apr. 
28, 1993]

§ 483.104 State plan requirement. 

As a condition of approval of the 
State plan, the State must operate a 
preadmission screening and annual 
resident review program that meets 
the requirements of §§ 483.100 through 
438.138.

§ 483.106 Basic rule. 

(a) Requirement. The State PASARR 
program must require—(1) 
Preadmission screening of all individ-
uals with mental illness or mental re-
tardation who apply as new admissions 
to Medicaid NFs on or after January 1, 
1989; 
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(2) Initial review, by April 1, 1990, of 
all current residents with mental re-
tardation or mental illness who en-
tered Medicaid NFs prior to January 1, 
1989; and 

(3) At least annual review, as of April 
1, 1990, of all residents with mental ill-
ness or mental retardation, regardless 
of whether they were first screened 
under the preadmission screening or 
annual resident review requirements. 

(b) Admissions, readmissions and inter-
facility transfers—(1) New admission. An 
individual is a new admission if he or 
she is admitted to any NF for the first 
time or does not qualify as a readmis-
sion. With the exception of certain hos-
pital discharges described in paragraph 
(b)(2) of this section, new admissions 
are subject to preadmission screening. 

(2) Exempted hospital discharge. (i) An 
exempted hospital discharge means an 
individual— 

(A) Who is admitted to any NF di-
rectly from a hospital after receiving 
acute inpatient care at the hospital; 

(B) Who requires NF services for the 
condition for which he or she received 
care in the hospital; and 

(C) Whose attending physician has 
certified before admission to the facil-
ity that the individual is likely to re-
quire less than 30 days nursing facility 
services. 

(ii) If an individual who enters a NF 
as an exempted hospital discharge is 
later found to require more than 30 
days of NF care, the State mental 
health or mental retardation authority 
must conduct an annual resident re-
view within 40 calendar days of admis-
sion. 

(3) Readmissions. An individual is a 
readmission if he or she was re-
admitted to a facility from a hospital 
to which he or she was transferred for 
the purpose of receiving care. Readmis-
sions are subject to annual resident re-
view rather than preadmission screen-
ing. 

(4) Interfacility transfers—(i) An inter-
facility transfer occurs when an indi-
vidual is transferred from one NF to 
another NF, with or without an inter-
vening hospital stay. Interfacility 
transfers are subject to annual resident 
review rather than preadmission 
screening. 

(ii) In cases of transfer of a resident 
with MI or MR from a NF to a hospital 
or to another NF, the transferring NF 
is responsible for ensuring that copies 
of the resident’s most recent PASARR 
and resident assessment reports accom-
pany the transferring resident. 

(c) Purpose. The preadmission screen-
ing and annual resident review process 
must result in determinations based on 
a physical and mental evaluation of 
each individual with mental illness or 
mental retardation, that are described 
in §§ 483.112 and 483.114. 

(d) Responsibility for evaluations and 
determinations. The PASARR deter-
minations of whether an individual re-
quires the level of services provided by 
a NF and whether specialized services 
are needed— 

(1) For individuals with mental ill-
ness, must be made by the State men-
tal health authority and be based on an 
independent physical and mental eval-
uation performed by a person or entity 
other than the State mental health au-
thority; and 

(2) For individuals with mental retar-
dation, must be made by the State 
mental retardation or developmental 
disabilities authority. 

(e) Delegation of responsibility—(1) The 
State mental health and mental retar-
dation authorities may delegate by 
subcontract or otherwise the evalua-
tion and determination functions for 
which they are responsible to another 
entity only if— 

(i) The State mental health and men-
tal retardation authorities retain ulti-
mate control and responsibility for the 
performance of their statutory obliga-
tions; 

(ii) The two determinations as to the 
need for NF services and for specialized 
services are made, based on a con-
sistent analysis of the data; and 

(iii) The entity to which the delega-
tion is made is not a NF or an entity 
that has a direct or indirect affiliation 
or relationship with a NF. 

(2) The State mental retardation au-
thority has responsibility for both the 
evaluation and determination func-
tions for individuals with MR whereas 
the State mental health authority has 
responsibility only for the determina-
tion function. 
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(3) The evaluation of individuals with 
MI cannot be delegated by the State 
mental health authority because it 
does not have responsibility for this 
function. The evaluation function must 
be performed by a person or entity 
other than the State mental health au-
thority. In designating an independent 
person or entity to perform MI evalua-
tions, the State must not use a NF or 
an entity that has a direct or indirect 
affiliation or relationship with a NF. 

[57 FR 56506, Nov. 30, 1992; 58 FR 25784, Apr. 
28, 1993]

§ 483.108 Relationship of PASARR to 
other Medicaid processes. 

(a) PASARR determinations made by 
the State mental health or mental re-
tardation authorities cannot be coun-
termanded by the State Medicaid agen-
cy, either in the claims process or 
through other utilization control/re-
view processes or by the State survey 
and certification agency. Only appeals 
determinations made through the sys-
tem specified in subpart E of this part 
may overturn a PASARR determina-
tion made by the State mental health 
or mental retardation authorities. 

(b) In making their determinations, 
however, the State mental health and 
mental retardation authorities must 
not use criteria relating to the need for 
NF care or specialized services that are 
inconsistent with this regulation and 
any supplementary criteria adopted by 
the State Medicaid agency under its 
approved State plan. 

(c) To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, in order to avoid duplicative 
testing and effort, the PASARR must 
be coordinated with the routine resi-
dent assessments required by § 483.20(b).

§ 483.110 Out-of-State arrangements. 

(a) Basic rule. The State in which the 
individual is a State resident (or would 
be a State resident at the time he or 
she becomes eligible for Medicaid), as 
defined in § 435.403 of this chapter, must 
pay for the PASARR and make the re-
quired determinations, in accordance 
with § 431.52(b). 

(b) Agreements. A State may include 
arrangements for PASARR in its pro-
vider agreements with out-of-State fa-

cilities or reciprocal interstate agree-
ments. 

[57 FR 56506, Nov. 30, 1992; 58 FR 25784, Apr. 
28, 1993]

§ 483.112 Preadmission screening of 
applicants for admission to NFs. 

(a) Determination of need for NF serv-
ices. For each NF applicant with MI or 
MR, the State mental health or mental 
retardation authority (as appropriate) 
must determine, in accordance with 
§ 483.130, whether, because of the resi-
dent’s physical and mental condition, 
the individual requires the level of 
services provided by a NF. 

(b) Determination of need for special-
ized services. If the individual with men-
tal illness or mental retardation is de-
termined to require a NF level of care, 
the State mental health or mental re-
tardation authority (as appropriate) 
must also determine, in accordance 
with § 483.130, whether the individual 
requires specialized services for the 
mental illness or mental retardation, 
as defined in § 483.120. 

(c) Timeliness—(1) Except as specified 
in paragraph (c)(4) of this section, a 
preadmission screening determination 
must be made in writing within an an-
nual average of 7 to 9 working days of 
referral of the individual with MI or 
MR by whatever agent performs the 
Level I identification, under § 483.128(a) 
of this part, to the State mental health 
or mental retardation authority for 
screening. (See § 483.128(a) for discus-
sion of Level I evaluation.) 

(2) The State may convey determina-
tions verbally to nursing facilities and 
the individual and confirm them in 
writing. 

(3) The State may compute separate 
annual averages for the mentally ill 
and the mentally retarded/develop-
mentally disabled populations. 

(4) The Secretary may grant an ex-
ception to the timeliness standard in 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section when 
the State— 

(i) Exceeds the annual average; and 
(ii) Provides justification satisfac-

tory to the Secretary that a longer 
time period was necessary.
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