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are in addition to those specified in 
paragraph (d) or (e) of this section, or 
alternative to those specified in para-
graph (d) of this section (other than 
termination of participation), it 
must— 

(1) Specify those remedies in the 
State plan; and 

(2) Demonstrate to CMS’s satisfac-
tion that those alternative remedies 
are as effective in deterring noncompli-
ance and correcting deficiencies as the 
remedies listed in paragraphs (d) and 
(e) of this section. 

[59 FR 56238, Nov. 10, 1994; 60 FR 50118, Sept. 
28, 1995]

§ 488.305 Standard surveys. 
(a) For each SNF and NF, the State 

survey agency must conduct standard 
surveys that include all of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) A case-mix stratified sample of 
residents; 

(2) A survey of the quality of care 
furnished, as measured by indicators of 
medical, nursing, and rehabilitative 
care, dietary and nutrition services, ac-
tivities and social participation, and 
sanitation, infection control, and the 
physical environment; 

(3) An audit of written plans of care 
and residents’ assessments to deter-
mine the accuracy of such assessments 
and the adequacy of such plans of care; 
and 

(4) A review of compliance with resi-
dents’ rights requirements set forth in 
sections 1819(c) and 1919(c) of the Act. 

(b) The State survey agency’s failure 
to follow the procedures set forth in 
this section will not invalidate other-
wise legitimate determinations that a 
facility’s deficiencies exist.

§ 488.307 Unannounced surveys. 
(a) Basic rule. All standard surveys 

must be unannounced. 
(b) Review of survey agency’s sched-

uling and surveying procedures. (1) CMS 
reviews on an annual basis each State 
survey agency’s scheduling and sur-
veying procedures and practices to en-
sure that survey agencies avoid giving 
notice of a survey through the sched-
uling procedures and the conduct of the 
surveys. 

(2) CMS takes corrective action in 
accordance with the nature and com-

plexity of the problem when survey 
agencies are found to have notified a 
SNF or NF through their scheduling or 
procedural policies. Sanctions for inad-
equate survey performance are in ac-
cordance with § 488.320. 

(c) Civil money penalties. An indi-
vidual who notifies a SNF or NF, or 
causes a SNF or NF to be notified, of 
the time or date on which a standard 
survey is scheduled to be conducted is 
subject to a Federal civil money pen-
alty not to exceed $2,000.

§ 488.308 Survey frequency. 
(a) Basic period. The survey agency 

must conduct a standard survey of 
each SNF and NF not later than 15 
months after the last day of the pre-
vious standard survey. 

(b) Statewide average interval. (1) The 
statewide average interval between 
standard surveys must be 12 months or 
less, computed in accordance with 
paragraph (d) of this section. 

(2) CMS takes corrective action in 
accordance with the nature of the 
State survey agency’s failure to ensure 
that the 12-month statewide average 
interval requirement is met. CMS’s 
corrective action is in accordance with 
§ 488.320. 

(c) Other surveys. The survey agency 
may conduct a survey as frequently as 
necessary to— 

(1) Determine whether a facility com-
plies with the participation require-
ments; and 

(2) Confirm that the facility has cor-
rected deficiencies previously cited. 

(d) Computation of statewide average 
interval. The statewide average interval 
is computed at the end of each Federal 
fiscal year by comparing the last day 
of the most recent standard survey for 
each participating facility to the last 
day of each facility’s previous standard 
survey. 

(e) Special surveys. (1) The survey 
agency may conduct a standard or an 
abbreviated standard survey to deter-
mine whether certain changes have 
caused a decline in the quality of care 
furnished by a SNF or a NF, within 60 
days of a change in the following: 

(i) Ownership; 
(ii) Entity responsible for manage-

ment of a facility (management firm); 
(iii) Nursing home administrator; or 
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