§62.3

If an individual is enrolled in a school
and is pursuing a course of study which
is designed to be completed in more
than 4 years, the individual will be con-
sidered a full-time student for only the
last 4 years of the course of study.

Health manpower shortage area means
the geographic area, the population
group, the public or nonprofit private
medical facility, or other public facil-
ity which has been determined by the
Secretary to have a shortage of health
manpower under section 332 of the Act
and its implementing regulations (42
CFR part 5).

National of the United States means a
citizen of the United States or a person
who, though not a citizen of the United
States, owes permanent allegiance to
the United States.

Public Health and National Health
Service Corps Scholarship Training Pro-
gram, or PH/NHSC Scholarship Training
Program, means the program author-
ized by section 225 of the Act as in ef-
fect on September 30, 1977, and repealed
on October 1, 1977.

Scholarship Program means the Na-
tional Health Service Corps Scholar-
ship Program authorized by section 751
of the Act (42 U.S.C. 294¢t).

Scholarship Program participant or
participant means an individual whose
application to the Scholarship Pro-
gram has been approved and whose con-
tract has been accepted and signed by
the Secretary.

School means a school of medicine,
osteopathy, dentistry, or other health
profession which (a) provides training
leading to a degree of doctor of medi-
cine, doctor of osteopathy, doctor of
dentistry, or an equivalent credential
for a particular health profession, and
(b) which is accredited by a body or
bodies recognized for accreditation
purposes by the Secretary of Edu-
cation.

School year means all or part of the
12-month period from July 1 through
June 30 during which an applicant is
enrolled in a school as a full-time stu-
dent.

Service means the United States Pub-
lic Health Service.

Secretary means the Secretary of
Health and Human Services and any
other officer or employee of the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
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ices to whom the authority involved
has been delegated.

State means one of the several States,
the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Northern
Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, and the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands.

§62.3 Who is eligible to apply for a
scholarship program award?

(a) To be eligible for a scholarship
under this part an applicant must:

(1) Be accepted for enrollment, or be
enrolled, as a full-time student in a
school located in a State;

(2) Be pursuing a course of study or
program offered by the school leading
to a degree in medicine, osteopathy,
dentistry, or an equivalent credential
for a particular health profession;

(3) Be eligible for, or hold, an ap-
pointment as a commissioned officer in
the Regular or Reserve Corps of the
Service or be eligible for selection for
civilian service in the National Health
Service Corps;

(4) Be a National of the United
States; and

(5) Submit an application to partici-
pate in the Scholarship Program to-
gether with a signed contract as de-
scribed in section 751(f) of the Act.

(b) Any applicant who owes an obli-
gation for professional practice to a
State or other entity under an agree-
ment entered into before filing an ap-
plication under this part is ineligible
for an award unless a written state-
ment satisfactory to the Secretary is
submitted from the State or entity
that (1) there is no potential conflict in
fulfilling the service obligation to the
State or entity and the Scholarship
Program, and that (2) the Scholarship
Program service obligation will be
served before the service obligation for
professional practice owed to the State
or entity.

(¢c) Any individual who receives a
scholarship under the Indian Health
Service Scholarship Program (section
757 of the Act) or the Scholarship Pro-
gram for First-Year Students of Excep-
tional Financial Need (section 758 of
the Act) is ineligible to participate in
the Scholarship Program during the
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School year(s) for which the scholar-
ships under sections 757 or 758 of the
Act were awarded.

§624 To whom will scholarship pro-
gram awards be available in addi-
tion to those individuals pursuing
courses of study leading to degrees
in medicine, osteopathy, or den-
tistry?

The Secretary will, from time-to-
time, publish in the FEDERAL REGISTER
a list of those health professions in ad-
dition to medicine, osteopathy, and
dentistry for which the National
Health Service Corps has need and for
which support is available. The Sec-
retary will also publish any other eligi-
bility criteria, in addition to those in
§62.3, that may be required to assure
that participants can be utilized during
their periods of obligated service in a
manner that will best meet the needs
of the National Health Service Corps.

§62.5 How is application made for a
scholarship program award?

Each individual desiring a scholar-
ship under this part must submit an
application (including a signed con-
tract as required under section 751(f) of
the Act) in the form and at the time
prescribed by the Secretary.

§62.6 How will individuals be selected
to participate in the scholarship
program?

(a) General. In deciding which appli-
cations for participation in the Schol-
arship Program will be approved, the
Secretary will place the applications
into categories based upon the selec-
tion priorities described in paragraph
(b) of this section. Except for continu-
ation awards (see paragraph (e) of this
section) the Secretary will then evalu-
ate each applicant under paragraph (c)
of this section.

(b) Priorities. (1) First priority will be
given to individuals who have pre-
viously received a scholarship under
the PH/NHSC Scholarship Training
Program, a scholarship under this
Scholarship Program, or a scholarship
under section 758 of the Act, author-
izing scholarships for first-year stu-
dents of exceptional financial need. (2)
Second priority will be given to appli-
cants who are entering their first year
of study.

§62.7

(c) Selection. (1) In selecting partici-
pants, the Secretary will take into con-
sideration those factors which he or
she determines necessary to assure ef-
fective participation in the Scholarship
Program. These factors may include,
but not be limited to (i) work experi-
ence, (ii) community background, (iii)
career goals, (iv) faculty recommenda-
tion, and (v) academic performance.

(2) Special consideration will be
given to (i) medical and osteopathic
students who indicate their intention
to enter family practice, internal medi-
cine, pediatrics, or osteopathic general
practice residencies, (ii) dental stu-
dents who indicate their intention to
undertake general practice training
following graduation or who plan no
postgraduate training, and (iii) those
individuals who indicate an intent to
pursue other types of clinical practice
or specialized training for which the
National Health Service Corps has a
particular need.

(d) Duration of Scholarship award.
Subject to the availability of funds for
the Scholarship Program, the Sec-
retary will award a participant a schol-
arship under this part for a period of 1
school year.

(e) Continuation awards. Subject to
the availability of funds for the Schol-
arship Program, the Secretary will
award a continuation scholarship if (1)
the participant requests a continu-
ation, (2) the award will not extend the
total period of Scholarship Program
support beyond 4 years, and (3) the par-
ticipant is eligible for continued par-
ticipation in the Scholarship Program.

§62.7 What will an individual be
awarded for participating in the
scholarship program?

(a) Amount of scholarship. (1) A schol-
arship award for each school year will
consist of (i) tuition, (ii) reasonable
educational expenses, including re-
quired fees, books, supplies, and re-
quired educational equipment, and (iii)
a monthly stipend for the 12-month pe-
riod beginning with the first month of
each school year in which the indi-
vidual is a participant. For purposes of
this section ‘‘required fees’” means
those fees which are charged by the
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