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to the applicant that they should file 
any objections or protests against the 
allowance of the application within the 
period of publication, otherwise the ap-
plication may be allowed. Any objec-
tions or protests must be corroborated, 
and a copy thereof served upon the ap-
plicant. The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment will cause a notice similar to the 
notice for publication to be posted in 
such office, during the entire period of 
publication. The publisher of the news-
paper must file in the Bureau of Land 
Management prior to the date fixed by 
the sale evidence that publication has 
been had for the required period, which 
evidence must consist of the statement 
of the publisher, accompanied by a 
copy of the notice published.

§ 2543.5 Patent. 
Upon submission of satisfactory 

proof, if no protest or contest is pend-
ing, patent will be issued.

Subpart 2544—Erroneously 
Meandered Lands: Louisiana

SOURCE: 35 FR 9594, June 13, 1970, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 2544.1 Applications. 
(a) Applications to purchase under 

the Act of February 19, 1925, must be 
signed by the applicant in the State of 
Louisiana. Such applications had to be 
filed within 90 days from the passage of 
this act, if the lands had been surveyed 
and plats filed, otherwise they must be 
filed within 90 days from the filing of 
such plat. The applicant must show 
that he is either a native-born or a nat-
uralized citizen of the United States, 
and, if naturalized, file record evidence 
thereof; must describe the land which 
he desires to purchase, together with 
the land claimed as the basis of his 
preference right to the lands applied 
for it he applies as a riparian owner, or 
if claiming otherwise, under what color 
of the title his claim is based; in other 
words, a complete history of the claim, 
and that the lands applied for are not 
lawfully appropriated by a qualified 
settler or entryman under the public 
land laws, nor in the legal possession of 
any adverse applicant; the kind, char-
acter, and value of the improvements 
on the land covered by the application; 

when they were placed thereon; the ex-
tent of the cultivation, if any, and how 
long continued. Such application must 
be supported by the statement of at 
least two persons having personal 
knowledge of the facts alleged in the 
application. 

(b) All applications to purchase under 
the act must be accompanied by an ap-
plication service fee of $10 which will 
not be returnable.

§ 2544.2 Appraisal of land. 
When an application is received it 

will be assigned for investigation and 
appraisement of the land in accordance 
with the provisions of the act.

§ 2544.3 Notice to deposit purchase 
price. 

If, upon consideration of the applica-
tion, it shall be determined that the 
applicant is entitled to purchase the 
lands applied for, the applicant will be 
notified, by registered mail, that he 
must within 6 months from receipt of 
notice deposit the appraised price of 
the land or else forfeit all his rights 
under his application.

§ 2544.4 Publication and posting. 
Upon payment of the appraised price 

of the land the Bureau will issue notice 
of publication. Such notice shall be 
published at the expense of the appli-
cant in a designated newspaper of gen-
eral circulation in the vicinity of the 
lands, once a week for five consecutive 
weeks. In accordance with § 1824.3 of 
this chapter, immediately prior to the 
date of sale, but a sufficient time shall 
elapse between the date of the last pub-
lication and the date of sale to enable 
the statement of the publisher to be 
filed. The notice will advise all persons 
claiming adversely to the applicant 
that they should file any objections or 
protests against the allowance of the 
application within the period of publi-
cation, otherwise the application may 
be allowed. Any objections or protests 
must be corroborated, and a copy 
thereof served upon the applicant. The 
Bureau will also cause a copy of such 
notice of publication to be posted in 
such office during the entire period of 
publication. The applicant must file in 
the Bureau prior to the date fixed for 
the sale evidence that publication has 
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been had for the required period, which 
evidence must consist of the statement 
of the publisher accompanied by a copy 
of the notice so published.

§ 2544.5 Patent. 
Upon the submission of satisfactory 

proof, the Bureau will, if no protest or 
contest is pending, issue patent, such 
patent to contain a stipulation that all 
the minerals in the lands described in 
the application are reserved to the 
United States with the right to pros-
pect for, mine and remove same.

Subpart 2545—Erroneously 
Meandered Lands: Wisconsin

SOURCE: 35 FR 9594, June 13, 1970, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 2545.1 Qualifications of applicants. 
(a) To qualify under the Act of 1954, a 

person, or his predecessors in interest, 
(1) must have been issued, prior to Jan-
uary 21, 1953, a patent for lands lying 
along the meander line as originally 
determined, and (2) must have held in 
good faith and in peaceful, adverse pos-
session since the date of issuance of 
said patent adjoining public lands lying 
between the original meander line and 
the resurveyed meander line. 

(b) To qualify under the Act of 1925, a 
person must either (1) be the owner in 
good faith of land, acquired prior to 
February 27, 1925, shown by the official 
public land surveys to be bounded in 
whole or in part by such public lands or 
(2) be a citizen of the United States 
who, in good faith under color of title 
or claiming as a riparian owner, had, 
prior to February 27, 1925, placed valu-
able improvements upon or reduced to 
cultivation any of such public lands.

§ 2545.2 Applications. 
(a) Claimants under the Act of 1925 

have a preferred right of application 
for a period of 90 days from the date of 
filing of the plat of survey of lands 
claimed by them. Applications for pub-
lic lands under the Act of 1954 must be 
filed within 1 year after August 24, 1954, 
or 1 year from the date of the official 
plat or resurvey, whichever is later. All 
applications must be filed in the proper 
office (see § 1821.2–1 of this chapter). 

(b) Every application must be accom-
panied by a filing fee of $10, which is 
not returnable. 

(c) No particular form is required but 
the applications must be typewritten 
or in legible handwriting and must con-
tain the following information: 

(1) The name and post office address 
of the applicant. 

(2) The legal description and acreage 
of the public lands claimed or desired. 

(3) The legal description of the lands 
owned by the applicant, if any, adjoin-
ing the public lands claimed or desired. 
If the claim is based on ownership of 
such adjoining lands, the application 
must be accompanied by a certificate 
from the proper county official or by 
an abstractor, showing the date of ac-
quisition of the lands by the applicant 
and that the applicant owns the lands 
in fee simple as of the date of applica-
tion. 

(4) If the applicant is a color-of-title 
applicant under the Act of 1925, a state-
ment whether or not the applicant is a 
citizen of the United States. 

(5) If the application is based on color 
of title or riparian claim under the Act 
of 1925, a statement fully disclosing the 
facts of the matter; or if the applica-
tion is based on peaceful, adverse pos-
session under the Act of 1954, a similar 
statement showing peaceful, adverse 
possession by the applicant, or his 
predecessors in interest, since the 
issuance of the patent to the lands ad-
joining the claimed lands. 

(6) A statement showing the improve-
ments, if any, placed on the public 
lands applied for including their loca-
tion, nature, present value, date of in-
stallation, and the names of the person 
or persons who installed them. 

(7) A statement showing the cultiva-
tion, if any, of the lands applied for, in-
cluding the nature, location, and dates 
of such cultivation. 

(8) The names and post office address-
es of any adverse claimants, settlers, 
or occupants of the public lands applied 
for or claimed. 

(9) The names and post office address-
es of at least two disinterested persons 
having knowledge of the facts relating 
to the applicant’s claim. 

(10) A citation of the act under which 
the application is made.
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